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| TRIAL AT LARGE 5 
J MARIE ANTOINETTE, 
8 [ Ny > Late Queen of France, 


ON TUESDAY, OCTOBER 15, 1793, 
; BEFORE THE 
= RE VOLUTIONARY TRIBUNAL AT PARIS, 


ON 4 


1 Charge of 8 been acceſſary to, and having peat 
|: in, divers Manœuvres againſt the Liberties of Fr ance 
; entertained a Correſpondence with the Enemies of the Re- 
public—and participated in a Plot tending to kindle War 
in the Interior of the * by arming ar * 
each other. | 
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y Th E Amant-Martial Joſeph Hamart, Preſident 


MARIE ANTOINETTE, 

25 | BEFORE > Ry 
One of the Judges of the Revolutionary Tribunal, 5 
; PREVIOUS TO HER TRIAL, | 


—ä— 4 
* A 1 
1 g i ; 8 


VV of. the Revolutionary Tribunal, eſtabliſhed 
by the law of March 10, 1793, without the juriſ- 


4 | diction of the Tribunal of Caſhiering; inveſted by 


8 to the tribunal by the law of 
April zth, of the year before- mentioned; aſſiſted 0 | 
Nicholas 8 Fabricius, Clerk of the Tribunal, 
in the preſence of Anthony Quentin Fouquier, Pub. 
lic Accuſer; ordered to be brought before us, from 
the priſon of the Conciergerie, Marie Antoinette, 
widow of Capet, whom we aſked her names, age, 
profeſſion, country, and place of abode.—She anſ- 

wered, that her name was Marie Antoinette, of Lor- 
* raine and Auſtria, 38 years of age, widow of the 

late King of France, and born at Vienna. 
Which was the place of her abode the mo- 

ment of her arreſt ?--That ſhe: had not been arreſt- 

ed; but that they came to take her in the National 
Aſſembly, and conducted her to the Temple. © +. 
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4 PRIVATE INTERROGATORIES. 


Had you, previous to the Revolution, any po- 
litical connections with the King of Bohemia and 


Hungary; and were not thoſe connections contrary 


to the intereſts of France, which loaded you with 
benefits? — That the King of Bohemia and Hungar 

was her brother; that the connections ſhe had Sh 
him were only thoſe of conſanguinity, but not of a 


political nature; thoſe conneclions could only be to 


the advantage of France, to which ſhe was attached 
by the family into which ſhe married. 

It was remarked to her, that, not contented with 
dilapidating in a ſhocking manner the finances of 
France, the frpits of the ſweat of the people, for the 
ſake of her pleaſures and intrigues, in concert with 
infamous miniſters, ſhe had ſent to the Emperor 
thouſands of millions, to ſerve againſt the nation 
which foſtered her. —Never; that ſhe knows that 
this mean has frequently been made ſubſervient 
againſt her; that ſhe loved her huſband too much 
10 dilapidate the money of his country; that her bro- 
ther did not want money from France; and that, 
from the ſame principles which attached her to this 
country, ſhe would not have given him ax. 

Obſerved, that, ſince the revolution, ſhe has no 
ceaſed an inſtant to carry on manceuvres with the 
foreign powers, and within this country, againſt 
liberty, even at a period when we only had the image 
of that liberty which the French nation - abſolutely 
wiſhes for.—That, ſince the revolution, ſhe has for- 
borne all foreign correſpondence; that ſhe never 
meddled in domeſtic concerns, 5 
Whether ſhe did not employ ſome ſecret agent to 
*eorreſpond with the foreign powers, chiefly with her 

brothers; and if De Leſlart was not the principal 
agent? Never in her life. _ 5 
Obſerved, that her anſwer does not appear exact 
to us; for it is notorious that there exiſted in the ci- 
devant palace of the Thuilleries, ſecret and nocturnal 


petty. 


— 
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petty councils, over which ſhe herſelf preſided, and 
in which were diſcuſled, deliberated upon, and re- 
ſolved, the anſwers to be made to the foreign powers, 
and thoſe to the ſucceſſive conſtituent and Jegillative 
aſſemblies. That the preceding anſwer is very exact; 
for the rumour of thoſe committees has conſtantly 
exiſted whenever it was intended to amuſe and de- 
ceive the people; that ſhe never knew ſuch a com- 
mittee; that it has not exiſted. | 
Obſerved, that it appears, however, that when 
there was a queſtion to know if Louis Capet ſhould 
ſanction or affix his veto to the decree iſſued in the 
courſe of November 1791, concerning his brothers, 
the emigrants, and the refractory and fanatical 
prieſts, ſhe, in deſpite of the moſt urgent repreſenta- 
tion of Duranton, then miniſter of juſtice, had 
brought Louis Capet to the determination of not 
affi xing his veto to thoſe decrees, the ſanction of 
which would have prevented the ills which France 
has ſince ſuffered, and which evidently proves that 
ſhe aſſiſted at the councils and petty councils. That 
in the month of November, Duranton was not 
miniſter ; that, in other reſpects, her ſpouſe did not 
require to be urged to do that which he believed to 
be his duty; that ſhe was not of the council, and 
that only there affairs of that deſcription were trauſ- 
acted and decided. 2 
Obſerved, that it was ſhe who taught Louis Capet 


| that art of profound diſſimulation by which he had 


too long deceived the kind French nation, who 
did not ſuppoſe that perfidy and villany could be 
carried to ſuch a degree Yes, the people have been 
deceived, - crueily deceived! but it was. neither by 


her nor her huſband. 


By whom, then, has the people been deceived . 
By thoſe who felt it their intereſt ; that it had never 
been theirs to deceive them. ' 55 


Oblerved, that ſhe did not anſwer directly the 
ts B 3 queſtion? 


* 


6 "PRIVATE INFERROGATORIES. © 
queſtion? That ſhe would anſwer it directly if ſhe 


knew the names of the perſons. _ : | 
Obſerved, that ſhe was the principal inſtigatrix 
to the treaſon of Louis Capet; that it was by her ad- 
vice, and perhaps by her importunities .and teazing, 
that he reſolved to fly France, to put himſelf at the 
head of the furious men who wiſhed to tear his coun- 
try? That her huſband did not wiſh to quit France; 
that ſhe followed him on his journey ; that ſhe would 
have followed him every-where ; but that if ſhe had 
known that he wanted to quit his country, ſhe would 
Have employed all you's means to diſſuade him; 
but that he had no ſuch intention, 
What, then, was the propoſed end of the jour- 
ney known by the name of Varennes?—To procure 
himſelf that Hberty which he could not enjoy here 
in the eyes of any perſon ; and to conciliate thence 
all parties for the happineſs and tranquillity of France. 
Why did you travel at that period by the bor- 
rowed name of a Ruſſian baroneſs?—Becauſe we 
could not get out of Paris without, changing name, 
If, amongſt other perſons who favoured her 
eſcape, La Fayette, Bailly, and Renard the architect, 
were not of the number ?—That the two former 
would have been the laſt they would have 3 | 
that the third perſon was then under their orders, but 
that they never employed him for that purpoſe. 
Repreſented, that her anſwer was contradictory 
to declarations of the perſons who fled with her; 
and it reſulted from them, that. the carriage of La 
* at the moment when all the fugitives came 
down ſtairs through the apartment of a woman in 
her ſervice, was in one of the court yards; and that 
La Fayette and Bailly were upon the watch, while 
Renard directed their route ?—That ſhe does not 
know what declarations might have been made by 
the perſons who were with her; that all ſhe knows 
is, that ſhe met, in the Square o Carouzel, the car- 
8 ; | riage 


1 PRIVATE INTERROGATORIES 7 
riage of La Fayette; but that ſhe want on her way, 
and was far from ſtopping it; that, with regard to 
Renard, ſhe could aſſure us that he did not direct the 
march; that ſhe alone opened the door and made 
every body go out. he 
3% *Obſerved, that from this confeſſion of her having 
opened the door, and let out ways body, there re- 
mains no doubt that ſhe directed Louis Capet in all 
his actions, and made him reſolve to fly ?—That ſhe 
did not believe that the opening of a door could 
prove that a perſon directs the actions of another; 
that her ſpouſe deſiring and thinking himſelf obliged 
to go out thence with his children, it was her duty 
to give her aſſent; and that ſhe was to do every 
thing to render his going out ſafe. | 1 
Obſerved, that ſhe never concealed for a moment 
her deſire of deſtroying liberty; that ſhe wanted to 
reign at any rate, and re- aſcend the throne upon the 
corples of the patriots ?—That they did not want to 
re-aſcend the throne: that they were upon it; that 
they never had any other deſire but the happineſs of 


France. Be it happy ; be it but happy ! they would 
always be contented |! „ "k 

Repreſented, that if ſuch had been her ſentiments, 
ſhe would have uſed her influence over the mind of 
her brother, to induce him to break the treaty- of 
Pilnitz, concluded between him and William—a 
treaty, the ſole end of which has been, and is, to 
aſſociate with all the powers to annihilate that liberty 
-which the French ſhall have in deſpite of that coa- 
3 lition and thoſe treaſons? That ſhe only knew that 
'zZ treaty after it had been concluded; that it had lon 
been of no c«ffett; that ut ought to be obſerved, that 
the foreign powers were not the firſt aggreſſors of 
France. 5 Wo | Sq 

| Repreſented, that it is true that the forgign powers 
had not declared war ; but that ſhe ought not to be 
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ignorant, that this declaration of war has only been 
38 occaſioned by a liberticide faction, the authors of 
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8 PRIVATE INTERROGATORIES: 


- which will ſoon receive the juſt puniſhment which 
they deſerve ?—That ſhe does not know who we 
meant to ſpeak of ; but that ſhe knows that the Le- 


gillative Aſſembly had reiterated the demand of the 
declaration of war, and that her huſband conſented 
to it, with the unanunous advice of the members of 
his council. : 


You have held a correſpondence with the ci- devant 
French princes ſince their quitting France, and with 


the emigrants; you have conſpired with them againſt 
the ſafety of the ſtate ?—She never held any correſ- 
pondence with any Frenchmen abroad; that with 
reſpett to her brothers, ſhe might poſlibly have writ- 
ten them one or two inſignificant letters; but ſhe 


does not believe lhe has; and recollects having often 


refuſed to do ſo. : = 5 
Does ſhe recolle& to have ſaid, on the 4th of 


October. 2789, that ſhe was enchanted with the day 


of the firſt of that month, a day remarkable for the 

ies of the Gardes-du-corps, and the regiment of 
Flanders, who, in a moment of inebriety, expreſſed 
their attachment to the throne, and their averſion for 
the people, trod the national cockade under foot, and 


put on the white cockade? — She does not recollett . 


faying any ſuch thing; but that it is poſſible the may 
have ſaid, that ſhe was touched with the firſt ſenti- 
ment that animated this feſtival ; that as to the reſt of 


the queſtion, drunkenneſs was not neceſſary to make 
the Gardes-du-corps teſtify attachment and devotion 
to perſons in whoſe ſervice they were. With re- 


& to the affair of the cockade, if it exiſted, it could 
only be the error of a few, who now diſapprove it; 
but that it was impoſſible that perſons ſo attached, 


mould tread under foot, and wiſh to change an em- 


blem, which the king himſelf then wore. 
What intereſt did ſhe take in the ſucceſs of the 
armies of the republic ?—The happineſs of France 


- 3ewhat ſhe deſires above all things. 
Do you think that king #are neceſſary to the hap- 
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| PRIVATE INTERROGATORIES 9 
pineſs of the people ? An individual could not poſi- 
tively decide ſuch a matter. 

Vou regret, without doubt, that your ſon has loſt 
a throne which he might have aſcended, if the people, 
at length enlightened upon their true rights, had not 
themſelves cruſhed that throne ?—She ſhall never 
regret any thing for her ſon, ſo long as her country 
1s happy. 5 
Wbat is your opinion of the roth of Auguſt, when 
the Swils, by order of the maſter of the caſtle in the 
Thuilleries, dared to fire upon the people? — She was 
not in the caſtle when they begun to fire; ſhe only 
knows that no.order was ever given to fire. | 

Have you not, during your reſidence in the Tem- 
ple, been exactly informed of political affairs, and 
have you not kept up a correſpondence with the 
enemies of the republic, by means of ſome municipal 
officers who were in your ſervice, or by ſome perion 
introduced by them into your habitation? During 
the fourteen months ſhe has been confined, ſhe has 
had neither news nor knowledge of any political 
affairs, which it was impoſſible for her to receive; 
that ſince the beginning of October, pen, paper, and 
pencil, had been taken from her; that ſhe had never 
addreſſed any municipal officer, which there is rea- 
ſon to believe would have been ineffectual ; and that 
{he has ſeen none others than them. 

Your anſwer is contradiftory to the declarations 
made by the perſons who dwelt in the ſame place? 
Not many perſons lived in the Temple, and thoſe 
who declare any thing of the kind, dare not prove it. 

Whilſt ſhe was at the Conciergerie, were not 
feveral perſons introduced into her apartment? Did 
not one ot them drop a carnation, in which was a 
Writing? and was it not ſhe who took up this carna- 
tion, after repeated ſigns had been made to her by 
the lame perſon ?—Differert perſons entered her 
chamber, but with the adminiſtrators of the police; 
ihe did not know them at all; there was one whom 
w : ſhe. 


10 PRIVATE INTERROGATORIES, 
ſhe thought ſhe recollected; it is true a carnation 


was dropped, as ſhe had before declared, but ſhe paid > 
fo little attention to the circumſtance, that but for 3 
the ſigns, ſhe ſhould not have taken it up; and that | 
the did fo, fearing only that the perſon who threw it |} 
down might be expoſed if it were found, - 9 
Did you not recollect this perſon as having been 
at the caſtle of the Thuilleries on the 2oth of June; \ 
and as having been one of thoſe who remained with IF | 
2 


you on that day? — Tes. . 
Did you not recollect this ſame perſon to have 
been at the Thuilleries on the 10th of Auguſt ? No. 
Do you know her name ?—No. She does not 
recollett having ever known it. 35555 = . 
Obſerve; it is ſtrange that you ſhould not know 
her name, for the perſon ſaid, that you had rendered 4 
her great ſervices, which is ſeldom the caſe without 
knowing the perſon who is the object, in a manner 
more or leſs particular it is poſſible that choſe who 
have rendered ſervices may forget them; and that 
thoſe who have received them may recolle& them. 
Has ſhe replied to the billet found in the carna- 
tion ?—She endeavoured with a pin ; not with a view 
to anſwer her, but to engage her not to come there, 
in caſe ſhe ſhould again preſent herſelf. | 
Does ſhe recollett the anſwer ?—Yes. = 
Has the produced the billet intended for a reply 
and pricked with a pin ?—She has acknowledged it. 
Did ſhe make a particular motion at the time 
when this perſon preſented- herſelf ?—Not having 
ſeen any known face, for thirteen months, ſhe was a 
little ſtartled at firſt from the idea of danger incurred 
by coming into her chamber; afterwards ſhe thought 
ihe might be employed ſomewhere; and then was 


_ 
What do you mean by the two laſt expreſſions ?— 
As ſeveral people whom ſhe did not know came to 
her with the adminiſtrators, {he thought that this per- 
ſon might be employed in ſome place at the ſections 
| , 1 or 
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© PRIVATE INTERROGATORIES. 11 
or elſewhere; and in that caſe did not run any 
danger. _ | FVV = 
Did the adminiſtrators of the police often bring 
people with them ?—They were almoſt always ac- 
cCompanied by one, two, or three unknown perſons. 
| Who were the adminiſtrators' that came moſt fre. 
quently ? —Michonis, Michel, Jobert, and Marino. 
Did theſe four adminiſtrators always bring perſons 
unknown to you ?—She believed ſo, but does not 
recollect. Ps MY 1 
* Has ſhe any thing to add upon theſe different. 
anſwers; has ſhe a counſel ?—No ; becauſe ſhe 
knows not any one. | | 
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Does ſhe wiſh us to name her one or two coun- 
ſellors ?—She does. . 
After which two advocates belonging to the office 
7 were named]; they are the citizens Fronſon de Cou- 
dray and Chaveau De la Gards. . 
Ihe preſent interrogatory having been read to her, 
ſhe declared that it contained the truth; that ſhe had 
nothing to add or to retract; that ſhe perſiſted in 
what ſhe had ſaid, and has ſigned with us, the ſaid 
= public accuſer and regiſter. . 


Signed, Marie Antoinette, 
8 Herman, | 
Fouquier, and 

J. N. Fabricius. 
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- 4 15 OCTOBER 14. Ye 
| | aide interrogated as to her names, ſurnames, 
age, qualities, place of birth and abode, an- 
ſwered, That her name is Marie Antoinette Lorraine, 
of Auſtria, aged about thirty-eight years, widow of 
the King of France, born at Vienna, finding herſelf 
at the time of her arreſt in the place of the ſitting 
of the National Aſſembly. | : 
The Grefher read the act of accuſation, as fol- 
lows : . 
Antoine Quentin Fouquier; public accuſer of the 
Criminal Revolutionary Tribunal, eſtabliſhed at 
Paris, by a decree of the National Convention of 
the 10th of March 479g, ſecond year of the Re- 
public; without any recourſe to the Tribunal of 
Ceſſation, in virtue of the power given ham by the 
eleventh article of another decree of the Convention 
of April 5, following ; ſtating, that the public accuſer 
_ of the ſaid tribunal is authorized to arreſt, purſue, 
and Judge upon the denunciation of the conſlituted 
authorities or of the citizens, ſtates :— . 5 
That, by a decree of the Convention, of the iſt 
of Auguſt laſt, Marie Antoinette, widow of Louis 
Capet, has been brought before the Revolutionary 
Tribunal, as accuſed of conſpiring againſt France; 
that by another decree of the Convention of Oct. 3, 
it has been decreed, that the Revolutionary Tribunal 
ſhould dccupy itſelf without delay, and without 
interruption, on the trial: that the public accuſer 
received the papers concerning the widow Capet, ⁶ 
on the 19th and goth of the firſt month of the ſecond 1! 
decade, commonly called the 1 1th and 12th of Otto- 
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ber of the preſent month; that one of the judges | 
of the tribunal immediately proceeded to the in- ] 
13 | terrogatories 
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interior of the republic, by agents devoted to her, 
whom ſhe ſubſidized and cauſed to be paid out of: ah 
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terrogatories of the widow Capet; that at an exami- 


nation being made of all the pieces tranſmitted by 
the public accuſer, it appears that, like Meſſaline, 
Brunehaut, Fredigonde, and Medicis, who, were 
formerly diſtinguiſhed by, the titles of queens of 
France, whoſe, names have ever been odious, and 
will never be effaced from the page of hiſtory— 
Marie Antoinette, widow of Louis Capet, has, 
ſince her abode in France, been the ſcourge and the 
blood-ſucker of the French; that even before the 
happy revolution which gave the French people 
their ſovereignty, ſhe had political correſpondence 


7 with a man called the King of Bohemia and Hun- 


gary ; that this correſpondence was contrary to the 
Intereſts of Erance ; that, not content with acting 
in concert with the brothers of Louis Capet, and 


che infamous and execrable Calonne, at that time 
2X minifter of the finances, and ſquandering the 


finances of France (the fruit of the ſweat of the 
people) in a dreadful manner, to fatisfy inordinate 
pleafures, and to pay the agents of her criminal 
intrigues; it is notorious that ſhe has at different 
times tranſmitted millions to the emperor, which 
ſerved him, and ſtill ſupports him to ſuſtain a war 
againſt the republic; and that it is by ſuch exceſſive 
plunder that ſhe has at length exhauſted the national 
treaſury. CST | | 1 
That ſince the revolution, the widow Capetz 
not for a moment withheld criminal intelligenceanq: 
correſpondence with foreign powers, and in tit 


the treaſury of the c:-devant civil lift; that at various 
epochs ſhe has employed every manceurvre that ſhe 
thought conſiſtent with her perfidious views to bring 
about a counter- revolution; * firſt, having under 
pretext of a neceſſary re-union between the ci- devunt 


2 gardes-du-corps, and the officers and ſoldiers of the 
[ regiment of Flanders, contrived a repaſt between 
533 C 
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14 ae,, 
theſe two corps, on the iſt of October 1789, which 


degenerated into an abſolute orgie as ſhe deſired, and 
during the courſe of which the agents of the widow 
Capet perfectly ſeconded her counter-revolutionary 
projects; brought the greater part of the gueſts, in 
the moment of inebriety, to ſing ſongs expreſſive of 
their moſt entire devotion to the throne, and the 
moſt marked averſion for the people; of having 
excited them inſenſibly to wear the white cockade, 
and to tread the national cockade under foot ; and 
of having authoriſed, by her preſence, all the coun- 
ter-revolutionary exceſſes, particularly in encourag- 
ing the women who accompanied her, to diſtribute 
theſe white cockades among the gueſts; and having, 
on the 4th of the ſame month, teſtified the moſt im- 
moderate joy at what paſſed during theſe orgies. 

 Secondly—Having, in concert with Louis Capet, 
directed to be diſtributed very plentifully throughout 
the kingdom, publications of a counter-revolution- 
ary nature, ſome of which were pretended to have 
been publiſhed by the conſpirators on the other ſide 
of the Rhine [meaning we ſuppoſe at Coblentz]. 
ſuch as—Petitions to the Emigrants Reply of the 
Emigrants—the Emigrants to the People the ſhorteſt 
Follies are the beſt—the Order of March—the Return 


of the Emigrants,and other ſuch writings; —of having 


even carried her perfidy and diſſimulation to ſuch a 


| height, as to have circulated writings in which ſhe 
Herſelf is deſcribed in very unfavourable colours, in 
order to cloak the impoſture; thereby to make it 
be believed by foreign powers that ſhe was extremely 
ill treated by Frenchmen, to inſtigate them to go to 
war with France. - „ N 

That in order to carry on her counter. revolu- 
tionary deſigns with more efficacy, ſne, by means of 
agents, cauſed in Paris, towards the beginning of 
Ottober 1789, a famine, which occaſioned a new 
inſurrection, in conſequence of which an innumera- 


ble crowd of citizens of both ſexes ſet out for Ver- 
| {ailles, 
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MARIE AN TOINE TE. 13 
failles, on the 5th of the ſaid month; that this fact 
is proved beyond all contradiftion, as the next day 
there was a plenty of every thing, even after the 
time the widow Capet arrived with her family in 
Pats. - 13 FF ; 
That being ſcarcely arrived -in Paris, the widow 
Capet, fertile in intrigues of every kind, formed 
committees, conſiſting of all the counter. revolu- 
tioniſts and intriguers of the Conſlituent and Legiſla- 
tive Aſſembles, which held their meetings in the 
dead of night; that plots were there formed, how 
to deſtroy the rights of man, and the decrees al- 
ready paſſed, which were to form the baſis of the 
new conſtitution ; that it was at theſe committees, 
or meetings, that the neceſſary meaſures were deli - 
2X7 berated to obtain a reviſion of thoſe decrees which 
were favourable to the people. „ 
2F That the flight of Louis Capet, his widow, and 
his whole family, was impeded, as they travelled * 
under fictitious names, in the month of June 1791; 
that the widow Capet confeſles in her interrogatory, _ 
that it was ſhe who opened and locked the door ot. 
the apartment through which the fugitives paſſed; 
that, independent of the confeſſion of the widow 
Capet in this reſpect, it is confirmed, by the teſti- 
mony of Louis Charles Capet, and by his ſiſter, that 
De la Fayette favoured all the deſigns of the widow 
Capet, in the ſame manner as Bailly did while he 
was mayor” of Paris, and that both were preſent 
when the fugitives eſcaped, and favoured their flight 
to as much as lay in their power. EL, 
That the widow Capet, after her return from 
u- Varennes, recommenced her intriguing eoterzes, at 
which ſhe herſelf preſided; and that, aided by her 
favourite La Fayette, the gates of the Thuilleries 
were kept locked, which* deprived the citizens of 
the power of paſſing backwards and forwards in the 
238 courts of the Thuilleries ; that thoſe only who had 
Cards were permitted to paſs. . . | 7 
he C 2 That 
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That this order was given out by La Fayette as a 
| meaſure of puniſhment to the fugitives ; though it 
= 1! - Hferved only as a trick to prevent the citizens from 
W |! - knowing what paſſed at ckeſe midnight orgies, and 
| trom diſcovering the plots againſt liberty carried on 
in this infamous abode. | . 
That it was at theſe meetings, that the horrible 
maſſacre, which took place on ; 2 17th of July 7791, 
was planned, when ſo many zealous patriots were 
killed in the Champ de Mars. | - 

That the maſſacre which had previouſly taken 
Place at Nancy, as well as thoſe which have ſince 
happened in different parts of the republic, were or- 
deted and determined on in theſe ſecret councils, 

That theſe inſurrections, in which the blood of 
ſuch an immenſe number of patriots has been ſpilt, 

were plotted in order the more expeditiouſly and ſe- 
curely to obtain a reviſion of the decrees paſſed and 
founded on the rights of man, which were ſo ob- 
noxious to the ambition and counter-revolutonary 
views of Louis Capet and Marie Antoinette. 

That the conſtitution of 1791 being once ac- 
cepted, the widow Capet took every means in her 
power to deſtroy its energy by means of her ma- 
nœuvres; that ſhe employed agents in different 

rts of the republic to effect this object of anni- 

lating liberty, and to make the French once 
more to fall beneath the tyrannic yoke under which 
they had languiſhed for ſo many years; that for this 
e the widow Capet ordered it to be diſ- 
cuſſed in theſe midnight meetings, which were truly 
called the Auſtrian cabinet, how far it might be 
poſſible to counteract the laws paſſed in the Legiſ- 
lative Aſſembly. . 
That it was in conſequence of theſe councils and 
her advice, that Louis Capet was perſuaded to oppoſe 
his veto to the famous and ſalutary decrees paſſed in 
the Legiſlative Aſſembly againſt the ci- devant 
princes, brothers of Louis Capet—againſt the emi- 
: | ; 5 grants 
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grants and againſt the horde of refrattory and fa- 
natical prieſts who were ſpread all through France; — _ 


a veto which has proved one of the principal cauſes 


of the evils which France has ſince experienced. 
hat it is the widow Capet who cauſed perverſe. 


XX miniſters to be nominated, and placed her crea- 


. ok LM 22 
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tures in the armies and public offices, men who were 


Fl known by the whole nation to be conſpirators againſt 

liberty; that it was by her manceuvres and thoſe of 

her agents, as able as may were perfidious, that ſhe 
0 


got a new guard formed for Louis Capet, compoſed 
of ancient officers who had quitted their corps, and 
had refuſed to take the conſtitutional oath; that 
ſhe gave appointments to refraftory prieſts and 


ſtrangers; and in ſhort, to all thoſe who were diſ- 


liked by the nation, and who were worthy of ſerving 


in the army of Coblentz, whither many of them 
| fled after being caſhiered. | 


That it was the widow Capet, who, in conjunction 


with a ſcandalous faction, at that time donuneered. 
over the Legiſlative Aſſembly, and for ſome time 
over the Convention; who declared war againſt the 


King of Hungary and Bohemia, her own brother: 


. - 


that it was through her manceuvres and intrigues, at | 


all times pernicious to France, that the French were 
obliged to make their. firſt retreat from Flanders. 
That it is the widow Capet who forwarded to 
the foreign courts, the plans of the campaign, and 
the attacks which were agreed upon in the council; 
ſo that, by means of this double treaſon, the ene- 


mies of France were always, informed before-hand 


of the movements of the armies of the republic; 


from whence it follows, that the widow Capet is 


the authvreſs of all thoſe reverſes of fortune, which 
the armies of the republic have experienced at dif- 
ferent times. | 7 

That the widow Capet combined and plotted with 
her perfidious agents, the horrible conſpiracy which 
broke out on the day of the 10th of Auguſt; which 
TE N . Kkäalled 
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failed only through the courageous and incredible 
efforts of the patriots ; that to this. end, ſhe ſeduced 
into her dwelling of the Thuilleries, and even into 
the fubterraneous paſſages under it, Swiſs ſoldiers, 
who, at the expiration 3d decree then paſſed, were 
— longer to belong to the body - guards of Louis 

apet. 5 . 

That the widow of Capet kept them in a ſtate of 
drunkenneſs, from the gth to the 10th in the morning, 
the day appointed for the execution of this horrible 
conſpiracy ; that for the ſame purpoſe ſhe had re- 
united on the gth a body of thoſe beings known by 
the name of the Knights of the Dagger, who had 
figured away with the ſame infamous ent and in 
the ſame place, on the 28th of February 1791, and 
again on the 2 1ſt of June 1792. 

That the widow Capet, fearing no doubt that this 
conſpiracy might not have the promiſed effect, went 
on the evening of the gth of Auguſt, at half after 


nine, into the room where the Swiſs, and others in 


her intereſt, were buſy making cartridges ; that in 
order to excite them the more, ſhe took up the car- 

tridges and bit them. EY 
That the next day, the 10th of Auguſt, ſhe preſſed 
and ſolicited Louis Capet to go to the Thuilleries 
at five in the morning, to review the real Swiſs 
guards, and thoſe who had aſſumed their uniform; 
and at his return ſhe preſented him with a piſtol, ſay- 
ng, Thais is the moment to ſhow yourſelf ; and on his 

refuſing, ſhe called him a coward. N 
That notwithſtanding the widow Capet denies 
having given any orders to fire on the people, her 
conduct on the gth—her deeds in the room of the 
Swiſs guards—the councils ſhe held all the night 
long—the article of the piſtol, and her words to 
Louis Capet—their ſudden retreat from the Thuille- 
ries, and the firing on the people at that very mo- 
ment he and ſhe entercd the room of the Legiſlative 
Aſſembly—in one word, all the circumſtances —_— 
| x | leave 


—— 
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= | leave no doubt but that in her councils during the 


| night, it was reſolved that the people. muſt be fired 


1 at; and that Louis Capet and Marie Antoinette, the 
female director of that conſpiracy, ſhould themſelves 


ive the orders to fire, _ ; | 
"3 That to the perfidious intrigues and manœuvres 
of the widow Capet, in confederacy with that infa- 


*" mous faction of which we have juſt ſpoken, and with 
all che enemies of the republic, France is indebted 


for the internal war which has diſtreſſed her ſo long; 


but the end of which is fortunately not much more 


diſtant than that of its authors. | | 
7 That at all times, the widow Capet, by the in- 
2: fluence ſhe had acquired over _ Capet, inſinu- 
XZ ated into him that perfidious and dangerous art of 
diſſimulation, to promiſe by public acts the very con- 
trary he intended to perform; and that they both in 
their midnight councils plotted the ruin of that li- 
berty, ſo dear to Frenchmen (and which they will 
take care to preſerve) and to recover the plenitude 
of the royal prerogatives. | 


That finally, the widow Capet, in every ref; 

3 immoral, and a new Agrippina, is fo diſſolute and ſo 
23 familiar with all crimes, that, forgetting her quality 
of mother, and the limits preſcribed by the law of 
nature, ſhe has not heſitated to proſtitute herſelf with 
| Louis Charles Capet, her ſon; and according to the 
confeſſion of the latter, ſhe has committed indecen- 
X cies with him, the very idea and name of which 
F ſtrikes the ſoul with horror. 


* 
* * 


According to this report, the Public Accuſer brings 
the above accuſations againſt Marie Antoineite, qua- 
Iifying herſelf in ber interrogatory by the title ot 
33 and Auſtria, widow of Louis Capet; and 

ates, 

1ſt. That, in conjunction with the brothers of 
Louis Capet, and the infamous ex-miniſter Calonne, 
me ſquandered away in the moſt horrid manner the 
= 1 . | French 
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French finances, ſent innumerable ſums to the Em- 


peror, and drained. the national treaſury. 55 
ad. That as well by herſelf as by the aid of her 
counter - revolutionary agents, ſhe kept up a correſ- 
ndence with the enemies of the republic, and in- 


rmed theſe enemies, or cauſed them to be informed, 


of all the plans of campaigns and attacks reſolved on 

and determined 1n the council. | | 
gd. That through her intrigues and manceuvres, 

8. thoſe of her agents, ſhe formed conſpiracies and 


plots againſt the interior and exterior ſafety of France; 


and to that effect kindled a civil war in divers pro- 
vinces of the republic; armed one citizen againſt 


another, and by theſe means ſpilled the blood of an 


incalculable number of citizens, contrary to the ſixth 


article of the firſt ſection of the penal code, and to the 


ſecond article of the ſecond ſection of the ſame code. 
In conſequence of all which charges, the Public 


Accuſer requeſts that an act of the preſent accuſation 


be given him by the Tribunal; that it be ordained, 
that on his requiſition, and through the channel of a 
ſerjeant at arms, Marie Antoinette, qualifying her- 
ſelf by the title of Lorraine and Auſtria, widow of 
Louis Capet, actually confined in the priſon called 
the Conciergerie of the Palace, be entered. on the 


_ regiſters of the ſaid priſon, there to remain in the 


fame as in a houſe of juſtice; and that the ſentence 


Vs 


to be given ſhall be notified to the municipality of 


Paris and to the accuſed. 


Done in the Chamber of the Public Accuſer, 


the firſt day of the third decade of the firſt 
month of the ſecond year of the French 
republic, one and indiviſible. | 
(Signed) Antoine Quentin Fouguier. 
The Tribunal, in compliance with. the requeſt of 
the Public Accuſer, grants him an act of the accuſa- 


tion by him made againſt Marie Antoinette, called 
of Lorraine and Auſtria, widow of Louis Capet.; 
= Y - and 
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and orders that, agreeable to the ſaid requeſt, and 
tmrough the means of a ſerjeant at arms, bearer of 
this ordonnance, Marie Antoinette, widow of Louis 
28 Capet, ſhall be bodily arreſted, aud entered on the 
regiſters of the priſon calle the Conciergerie, where 
3 ſhe is actually detained, there to remain, the ſame as 
in a houſe of juſtice; and that the preſent ordonnance 
be notified to the municipality of Paris, and to the 
" accuſed, | 3 
Done and judged at the Tribunal, the 2d day 
of the gd decade of the firſt month of the 
2d year of the republic, by the citizens, all 
judges of the Tribunal. EO 
Aman Martial Foſeph Hamart, 
Etienne Foucault, : 
Gabriel Touſſaint Sechellter, 
Pierre Andre Coffinhall, 
Cabral de Liege. 
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The Prefident ſaid to the Queen, after the act of 
accuſation had been read, This is what you are 
accuſed of: Lend an attentive ear; you are going to 
hear the charges laid againſt you.“ a 

He then proceeded ta the examination of the 
witneſſes. x : EIT 


bogs. 
= 
£4 


Laurent Lecointre, Deputy to the National Con- 
vention, depoſed” againſt the accuſed, for having 
14 formerly been the wife of the ci-devant King of _. 
France; and for being the perſon who, at the time 
of her removal to the Temple, had charged him with 
a memorial to the Convention, in order to gain over 
12 or 14 perſons, whom ſhe mentioned, to what ſhe 
called her ſervice, The Convention, on that occa- 
don, paſſed to the order of the day, upon the ground 
"I that he fhould addreſs himſelf to the municipality. 
„ 5 5 . | 55 The \ 
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The deponent then entered upon the detail of the 
feſtivals and orgies which took place at Verſailles, 
from the year 1789; the reſult of which had been, 
a dreadful dilapidation in the finances of France. 
The witneſs gave a detail of what preceded and fol- 
lowed the aſſemblies of the Notables, till the epocha 
of the opening of the States-General; the ſtate of 
the generous inhabitants of Verſailles; their grievous 
perplexities on the 23d of June 1789, when the 
artillery-men of Naſſau, whoſe artillery was placed 
in the ſtables belonging to the accuſed, refuſed to 

fire upon the people. Ne 8 

At length, the Pariſians having ſhaken off the yoke 
of tyranny, this revolutionary movement re- animated 
the energy of their brethren at Verſailles. They 
formed the very hardy and courageous project of 
freeing themſelves from the oppreſſion of the deſpot, 
or of his agents. | 

On the 28th of July, the citizens of Verſailles 
formed a wiſh to organize themſelves into National 
Guards, like their brethren of Paris. They never- 
theleſs propoſed to conſult the King; the negociator 
was the ci-devant Prince de Poix.  Endeavours were 

made to prolong the matter; but the organization 
having been made, the ſtaff was appointed; D Eaſting 
was named commandant general, and Gouvernet 
jecond in command. : 

The witneſs here entered into the detail of the fats 
which preceded and followed the arrival of the regi- 
ment of Flanders. The accuſed, on the 24th of 
September, ſent for ſome officers of the National 
Guard, and made them a preſent of two colours; a 
third remained, which they were told was deſtined 
ſor a battalion of pretended guards, paid for the 
avowed purpoſe, as it was declared, of relieving the 

inhabitants of Verſailles, who were thus cajoled; at 
the ſame time that it was affected to pity them, they 
in reality wereabhorred. - . " 

On the 29th of September 1789, the National 
; | Guard 
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to ſucceed, would have deſtroye 
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Guard gave a repaſt to its brave brethren, the ſol- 05 
diers of the regiment of Flanders. The ublic 


journals gave an account at the time, that, at the re- 


queſt of the citizens, nothing paſſed contrary to the 


principles of liberty; but that the feaſt given Octo- 


ber the iſt, by the gardes- du- corps, had no other aim 


than to provoke the National Guard againſt the ci- 
devant ſoldiers of Flanders, and the chaſſeurs des 
| trozs Eveches. 2605 


The witneſs obſerved, that the accuſed appeared at 
this latter part with her huſband; that they were 


loudly applauded there; that the air O, Richard! O. 

* my King ! was played; that the health of the King 
and Queen was drank, as well as that of her ſon; 
but that the health of the nation, which had been 
7 propoſed, was rejected. „ 


— 


After this orgie, they removed themſelves to the 


# caſtle of the ci-devant court, called Marble; and 
there, in order to give the King a juſt idea of the 
manner in which they were diſpoſed to defend the 
Z intereſts of his family, if occaſion required it, a per- 

ſon named Perceval, Aide-de-Camp to D'Eſtaing, 
mounted firſt ; after him, a grenadier of the. regi- 
ment of Flanders; a third dragoon having alſo at- 


tempted to ſcale the ſaid balcony, and not being able 

j it. With reſpettto 
the ſaid Perceval, he took the croſs with which he 
was decorated, in order to give it to a grenadier, 


ho, like him, had ſcaled the balcony of the ci - de- 


E vant King. 


[Upon the requeſt of the Public Accaſer, the Tri- 


* bunal ordered, that a mandate ſhould be iſſued to 


bring forth Perceval and D'Eſtaing.] ©  _. 
The witneſs added, that on the gd of the ſame 


month of October, the gardes-du-corps gave a ſecond 


repaſt. It was there that the moſt violent outrages 

were. committed upon the national cockade, which 

Lwas trodden under foot. OO, 

| The deponent here detailed what happened at 
JJ 


24 ent er 
Verſailles on the 5th and 6th of OSober. He ob- 
ſerved, that on the day of the 6th of October, 
D'*Eftaing being informed of the movements which 
were making in Paris, went to the municipality of 
Verfailles, in order to obtain permiflion to carry away 
the ci-devant King, wha was then hunting, and who 
was entirely ignorant of what was paſſing ; with a 
8 to bring him back when tranquillity ſhould 
e reſtored. The witneſs depoſited upon the deſk 
the pieces relative to the facts contained in his decla- 
ration, which were added to the proceſs. | 

Prefident to the Queen. Have you any obſerva- 
tions to make upon the witneſs's depoſition pl have 
no knowledge of the greater part of the facts which 
the witneſs mentions. It is true that I gave two co- 
lours to the National Guard of Verſailles; and it is 
alfo true that we walked round the table on the da 
of _ repaſt given by the gardes-au-corps; but this 
is all. | | 
You acknowledge that you were in the hall of the 
ci-devant gardes-dn-corps. Were you there when 
they olive the air of O, Richard] O, my King !— — 
J do not recollec&t. PT Ne, - 

Were you there when the health of the nation was 

37 . and rejected? I do not think that I was. 
It is notorious, that the report all over France at 
that time was, that you had yourſelf viſited the three 
armed corps at Verſailles, for the purpoſe of engaging 
them to defend what you called the prerogatives of 
the throne. —I have nothing to anſwer. ._ - 

Did you not, before the 14th of July, hold noc- 
turnal meetings, at which Polignac aſſiſted; and was 
it not there deliberated upon the means of ſendin 
money to the Emperor 2} never aſſiſted at any fuck 
meetings. 5 - | a 

Have yon any knowledge of the famous bed of 
Juſtice, held by Louis Capet, in the midſt of the 
repreſentatives of the people I have. 

Was it not D'Eſprememl and Thouret, aſſiſted by 

| : a Barentin, 
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)- EF Barentin, who reviſedthe articles that were pro- 
r, poſed?—I am entirely ignorant of this matter. 
h Pour anſwers are not accurate; for it was in your 
of apartments that the articles were reviſed.— It was in 
ay the council that this affair was determined. 8 
10 Did not your huſband read his ſpeech to you half 
a an hour before he entered the hall of the repreſenta- 


Id MF tives of the people, and did you not engage him to 


a- = reat confidence in me, and that made him read his 
1 5 but I made no obſervations. 5 

a- What were the deliberations upon ſurrounding the 

ve repreſentatives of the people with bayonets, and aſſaſ- 


is Lou cannot have been ignorant that there were 
ay troops in the Champ de Mars. You muſt know the 
his MX cauſe of their being aſſembled. —1 knew at the time 

that troops wereaſſembled; and Iam abſolutely igno- 
the rant of the motive: „ 
ben But enjoying the confidence of your huſband, you 

i £ muſt bave known'the cauſe. It was to reſtore pub- 
lic tranquillity, © „ | 
What uſe have you made of the immenſe ſums 
© which you have been entruſted with ?-No enor- 
2X mous ſum has been entruſted to me; the accounts of 
my houſehold will prove what uſe has been made 
of all 1 have received. e 
Hou did che family of the Polignacs, who were 
ſo poor at' firſt; grow ſo rich? — The family held 
oſſices at court whieh were very lucrative. 
| Jean Baptiſte Lapiere, ci-devant Aide-Major of 
the National Guards, depoſed, that being on guard 
in the Chateau, the 2oth of June 1791, the day of 
the flight to Varennes, he had heard a report, that 
the Ariftocrats were te carry off the Queen and the 
royal family during the night, but that notwithſtandg 
ing bis vigilance he had ſeen nothing, 
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ment of M. de Villequier. 
Who opened that door ?—lt was 1. 


the Square du Carouzel?—On foot. 
departure ?--No. 


du 


arouzel. 


recollect. 


| | on the day that you fled ? —By the door of the apart? 1 


Were you on foot, or in a carriage, in croſſing 
2 Were Bailly and La Fayette informed of your 


Did you meet with La Fayette as you were going 
F ?—We ſaw him in his carriage in the Square 


What o'clock was it ?—Half paſt eleven at night. 
Had you ſeen La Fayette that day? I do not 


Rouſſillon, ci-devant Judge of the Revolutionary 
Tribunal. All the facts contained in the act of 
accuſation are of ſuch public notoriety that it is un- 
necellary to ſpend time on them. If my fulleſt con- 


viction can be of any weight, I will not heſitate to 
affirm, that I am fully perſuaded that this woman is 


guilty of the greateſt crimes ; that ſhe has always 
conſpired againſt the liberty of the French people. 
The following 1s a circumſtance which I have to re- 
late to you. On the 10th of Auguſt, I was preſent 


at the ſiege of the chateau of the Thuilleries. I 
ſaw under the bed of Marie Antoinette full or empty 
bottles, from which I concluded that ſhe had her. 
ſelf diſtributed wine to the Swiſs ſoldiers, that theſe 

- wretches in their intoxication might aſſaſſinate the 
people.“ Rouſſillon then declared, that his inten- 
tion, and that of the other patriots, was, after hav- 
ing inflicted juſtice on the Etat Major of the Swiſs 


Guard, to proceed to the Convention, to ſacrifice 


the royal family who had taken refuge there. ** We 


* 


.rals to rid the earth of tyrants,” 


Preſ. Have you any obſervations to make, Marie 


met,” added he, © Briſſot and Gaudet, who conjured 
us not to commit that political crime. I ſay politi- 
cal crime, for it can never ſurely be a crime in mo- 


Antoinette — I am not acquainted with that gentle- 


man; 1 do not know what he means. 


Jaques 


MARIE ANTOINETTE. | ET 
© 7aques-Rene-Hebert, ſubſtitute of the Procureur 
of the Commune, depoſed, that as a member of the 
Commune of the 1oth of Auguſt, he was charged 
"X with different important fmBions, which afforded 
him an opportunity to be convinced of the conſpi- 
racy of Antoinette, particularly one day in the 
Temple he found a copy of the ritual belonging to 
Her, in which was one of the counter-revolutionary 
emblems, repreſenting an inflamed heart pierced with 
an arrow, on which was written Ze/us miſerere nobis. 
Another time he found in the chamber of Elizabeth, 
a hat, which was known to have belonged to Louis 
Capet. This diſcovery left him no room to doubt 
hat there were among his colleagues ſome men baſe 
enough to degrade themſelves ſo far as to be the ſer- 
vants of tyranny. - He recollected that Toulan had 
one day entered with his hat into the Temple, and 
had come out bareheaded, ſaying that he had loſt it. 
Hie added, that Simon having appriſed him that he 
had ſomething important io communicate, he went 
to the Temple, accompanied with the Mayor and 
Procureur of the Commune; they there received a 
declaration, on the part of young Capet, to this 
2 purport: That at the perig of the flight of Louis 
Capet to Varennes, La Fayette was one of thoſe who 
bad mott contributed to facilitate it; that they had 
with this view ſpent the night in the palace; that 
during their reſidence in the Temple, the priſoners 
bad for a long time been informed of all public 
tranſactions; and a correſpondence was tranfmitted 
; = ito them in clothes and ſhoes. Young Capet named 
”* thirteen perſons as being concerned in carr ing on 
X this correſpondence; that one of them having ſhut 
him up with his ſiſter in a turret, he heard what his 
mother ſaid: I will procure you the means of be- 
ing informed of the news, by ſending you every day 
do ery near the Tower, Le Journal du Soir.“ In fine, 
_ 4 young Capet, whoſe conſtitution. became every day 

3 paired, was ſurpriſed by Simon in practices de- 
1 85 | Dao. ſtructive 
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ructive to his health, and, at his period of life very 
uncommon ; he was aſked who had inſlructed him in 
theſe practices; he replied, that it was his mother 
and his aunt. From the declaration made by young 
Capet, in preſence of the Mayor of Paris aud the 
Procureur of the Commune, it appeared, that theſe 
two women had often made him ſleep between them, 


in which ſituation he had been accuſtomed to tlie 


moſt abominable indulgences; and that from what 
he had faid, there was not even room to doubt but 
that the charge on this head, alledged in the att of 
accufation, was true. There is reaſon to believe 
that, this criminal indulgence was not dictated. by the 
love of pleaſure, but by the political hope of ener- 
vating the conſtitution of the child, whom they ſup- 
poled deſtined to fit on the thrane, in order that 
they nught acquire an aſcendancy over his mind. 
In conſequence of theſe practices, be was attacked 
with a rupture, which rendered the uſe of a bandage 
neceſlary ; and ſince he has been removed from his 
+ 3h his conſtitution becomes vigorous and ro- 
uſt. 

Pref. to the O. What have you to anſwer to the 
depoſition of the witneſs ?—]I have no knowledge of 
the fafts of which Hebert ſpeaks ; I know only that 
the heart he mentions was given to my fon by his 
ſiſter; with reſpe& to the hat, it was a preſent to my 
Aſter by her brother while alive. 

Did the adminiſtrators Michonis, Jobert, Marino, 
and Michel, when they, came to you, bring any per- 
ſons along with them? -es, they never came 
2-4: | | 

How many did they bring each time ?—Frequent- 
ly three or four. | 


Were not theſe perſons adminiſtrators ?—I do not 


know. | 

Did Michonis, and the other adminiſtrators, when 
they came to you, wear their ſcarfs?—1 do not re- 
collect. 4 „ WW 
| ; | 5 
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Ihe witneſs Hebert was called upon to ſtate whe- 
rer he was acquainted: with the manner in which 
the adminiſtrators executed their funktions. He 


. Janſwered, that he was not exactly acquainted, but 


that he remarked on the occaſion of the declaration 
made by the accuſed, that the family of e dur- 
ing their reſidence in the Temple, were informed of 
every thing that occurred in the city; they knew 
all the municipal officers who were called there every 
day by their duty, both their particular hiſtory and 
the nature of their different functions. | 
Public Accuſer. Did not citizen Michonis bring 
along with him into priſon. an individual who let 
drop a pink, in which was incloſed a billet ?—The 
fact is true. 


Who was the man who. delivered to you this 
billet? Did you know him? What is his name? 


What were the contents of the billet? Did you 


contents of the billet were, that he had been thrown- 


into priſon, but had found means to extricate him- 


= ſelf; that he offered me money; and that he would. 
return the Friday tollowing. I anſwered, by prick- 
ing upon a paper with a pin, that my guards never 
2X ſuffered me to be out of their ſight; ſo that I had no 
opportunity to write or communicate with any one.. 


Why were you ſtariled upon ſeeing this indivi- 


Ihe ran in getting into my priſon. _ 

The Tribunal was going to proceed to-hear another 
- 23 witneſs, when one of the jury requeſted the Preſident 
to demand of the Queen to anſwer with reſpett to 


rations of the young Capet. ? | 

9. I remained filent on that ſubject; becauſe nature 
holds all ſuch crimes in abhorrence! Then, turning 
"WJ ith an animated air to+the people, . appeal to all 
I mothers who are preſent in this auditory, is ſuch a 
8 cme poſlible ** | . 457% Gar” 

f 3 D 3 Abraham 


7 anſwer it?—His name 1 do not recollect. The 


dual ?—Becauſe I was alarmed at the danger which 


[ 


the crimes; the proofs: of which reſted. on the decla« - 
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Abraliam Silly, notary, depoſed, that being on 
duty at the ci-devant palace of the Thuilleries, on 
the night of the 20th of June, the-accuſed came to 
him about fix o'clock in the evening, and ſaid that 
ſhe wiſhed to walk with her ſon; that he charged 
the Sieur Laroch to accompany her; that ſome 
time after he ſaw La Fayette come five or ſix times 
to Gouvion; that the latter, about ten o'clock, gave 
orders to ſhut the gates, excepting that looking into 
the court called the court of the ci-devant princes; 
that on the morning, Gouvion entered the apartment 
where the deponent was, and ſaid to him, rubbing 
his hands with an air of ſatisfaction, They are 
gone; that he delivered to him a packet which he 
carried to the Conſtituent Aſſembly, for which 
Citizen Beauharnois, the prefident, gave him a 
receipt. 255 ES | 
- Pref. At what hour of the night did La Fayette 
quit the palace ?—At midnight, within a few mi- 
nutes. | FA i e 
Pref. to the O. At what hour did you depart )—1 
have already ſaid at three quarters paſt eleven. 
Did you depart with Louis Capet ?—No, he- 
departed before me. | > RIG, - 
How did he depart ? — On foot, by the great 
ate. 7 | ET e 
, And your children? They departed an hour be- 
fore, with their governeſs; they waited for us in the 
Square of the Petit Carouzel. _ | | 
What was the name of the governeſs ) De 
Fourzel. 5 . 5 
Who were the perſons along with you ?—The 
thr eegardes-du- corps who accompanied us, and who 
returned with us to Paris. | 84 
How were tbey dreſſed ?—In the fame manner as 
at their return. 4. | 
And how were you dreſſed ?—I wore the ſame 
robe as at my retura.. . | 
How many perſons were there apprized of your 
| | departure ? 
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departure ?--There were only the three gardes · du- 


corps at Paris, who were acquainted with it; but on 


f dhe road Bouille had placed troops to protect our de- 


parture. 


"x - You ſaid that your children departed an hour be- 
fore you, and that the ci-devant king — alone; 
ho then accompanied you ?-—One of the gardes- 


du-corps. | 


'Y Did not you at your departure meet La Fayette? 
El faw, as I was departing, his carriage paſſing 


along the Carouzel, but I took care not to ſpeak to 
Who furniſhed you, or cauſed you to be furniſhed 
wich the famous carriage in which you departed with 
your family? A foreigner. . 
Ol what nation PA Swede. f 
Was it not Ferſeu, who reſided at Paris, Rue de 
ZBacqꝰ— Ves. e 

Why did you travel under the name of a Ruſſian 
baroneſs?— Becauſe it was impoſſible any other 
way to get out of Paris. Sk 
? Who procured you the paſſport ?—It was de- 
gmanded by a foreign miniſter. FOG 
Why did you quit Paris ?—-Becauſe the king was 
Ldeſiraus to ga from/if, + PTY bo ꝛ nh” 
Pierre Fo/eph 3 employed in the office 
of the miniſter of juſtice, depoſed, that upon the 
WM : 1 e | a 
return from Varennes, being upon che ſteps of the 
ei- devant palace of the Thuilleries, he ſaw the ac- 
fcuſed come aut of the carriage, and throw upon the 
national guard who eſcorted her, and likewiſe upon 
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the other citizens who were in her way as ſhe paſſed 
along, a moſt vindittive glance; which fu gelle to 
him, the deponent, the idea that the would certainly 
Stake an opportunity of revenge; in reality, ſome time 
after the ſcene of the Champ de Mars took place. 
le added, that Duranthon, who was miniſter - of 
MF vilice, with whom he had been intimately acquainted 
t Bourdeaux, as they had there exerciſed together 
_ = the 
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the ſame profeſſion, ſaid to him that the accuſed op- 
poſed the King's giving his ſandi ion to different de- 
crees, but that he had repreſented to her. that this 
affair was of more importance than ſhe thought, and 
that it was even of the utmoſt urgency. that theſe 
decrees ſhould be ſpeedily ſanctioned; that this obſer- 
vation made an impreſſion upon the accuſed, upon 
which the King pave his ſanction. 

- Pre. to the Q. Have you any obſervations to make 
on the evidence of the deponent ?—I have only to 
ſay, that I never aſſiſted at the council. 

Pierre Manuel, a man of letters, depoſed, that he 
knew the accuſed, but never had any connexion with 
the family of Capet, except when he was Procureur 
of the Commune; that he went ſeveral times to the 
Temple, to carry into execution the decrees; as to 
the reſt, he never had any particular converſation 
with the wife of the ci-devant King. | 

; Pref to the Wit. You have been adminiſtrator of 
police? — Ves. 5 5 ode . 

In this ſituation you muſt have had ſome con- 
nexion with the court ?—It was the mayor who had 
the connexion with the court. For my own part, I 
Vas, I may almoſt ſay, always at La Force, where, 
from motives of humanity, I did as much good as 
poſſible to the priſoners, - 3 : | 

Did Louis Capet at that time highly commend the 
adminiſtration of the police? The adminiſtration of 
police was diyided into five branches, of which there 
was one of ſubſiſtence; it was upon this branch that 
Louis Capet beſtowed ſo many commendations. 

Have you any details to give with reſpe& to the 
day of the z20th of June ?—On that day I did not 
quit my. poſt, as the p 2 have been alarmed 
at not finding one of their principal. magiſtrates; I 


went into the garden of the palace. I there ſpoke 
with different citizens, and aid. 

function. «; on « THE S, 
Tell what came within your knowledge 1 895 ny 


*% 


harged no municipal 
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ſped to what paſſed in the palace in the night be- 
teen the geh and 10th of Auguſt 7 did not chooſe 
to quit the -poſt where the people had placed me; T 


remained all night at-the bar of the commune. 


You were intimate with Petion; he muſt have 
told you what paſſed ?P—1 was his friend both” from 
the ties of office and of efteem ; and if 1 had con- 
ceived bim capable of deceiving the people, and of 
being a party in the coalition of the palace, he would 
have forfeited my efteem. © He had, however, told 
me, that thoſe in the palace were deſirous of the zoth 
of Auguſt, in order to re-eſtabliſh the royal authority. 


Do you kno. that the maſters of the palace had * 


given orders to fire upon the peopte ?—I knew it 
4rom the commandant of the poſt, an excellent re- 
publican, who came to inform me of it. Upon this, 
I immediately. iflued orders to the commandant gene- 
Tal of the armed force; and, as Procureur of the Com- 
wune, expręſsly forbade bim to fire upon the people. 

He happens it that you, who have juſt declared 


that in the night of the 9th of Auguſt you never 


quitted the poſt where the people had placed you, 
have ſince abandoned the . danse of 
legiſlator, to which their confidence had called you? 
When I ſaw daſturbances excited in the boſom of 
the Convention, I retired; 1 thought that thus T 

ſhould act better. I adopted the principle of 
Thou AS PAINE, my maſter in neW ho; iN 1 
deſpaired along with him of ſeeing the reign of 


liberty eſtabliſhed upon a fixed and durable haſis; 


+ -1 might vary in the means which I propoſed, but my 


1ntentions were always pure, 
How! you call yourſelf a good republican ; you 
ſay that you love equality, and you propoſed to pay 
to Petion honours equivalent to Hole of royalty 7 
It was not to Petion, who was only preſident keen | 
days, but to the preſident of the National Conven- 
tion, that I wiſhed to pay honours; I deſired that a 
huiſſier and a gendarme ſhould go before him, and 
| | that 
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that the citizens of the tribune ſhould riſe at his 
entrance. It was ſuggeſted at that time, in better 
ſpeeches than mine, and I went into the opinion. 
Do you know the names of thoſe who gave notice 


that Petion was in ſome danger at the palace? — 


No, IT only believe that they were deputies, who 
gave notice of it to the Legiſlative Aſſembly. _ 
Why did you take it upon you to enter alone 
into the Temple, and particularly into the apart- 
ments called royal ?—I never allowed myſelf to en- 
ter alone into the apartments of the priſoners; 1, on 
the contrary, took care always to be accompanied 
15 ſeveral of the commiſſioners who were on duty 
there. 5 n 
Why did you ſhew a degree of ſolicitude for the 
valets of the accuſed, in preference to the other 
priſoners?— It is true, that at La Force the girl 
Tourzel believed her mother to be dead; the mother 
ſuppoſed the fame of the daughter; guided by a 
principle of humanity, I brought them together. 
Did not you hold correſpondence with Elizabeth 
Capet ?—No. VV | 
Preſi. to the Q. Had you ever any pr 
converſation with the witneſs in the Femple ?—No. 
- Jean Silvain Bailly, a man of letters, depoſed 


that he never had any intercourſe with the family 


formerly called royal; he proteſts that the fatts 
contained in the act of accuſation, touching the 
declaration of Louis Capet, are abſolutely falſe; he 
obſerved. on that head, that ſome days before the 


flight of Louis, when the rumour of his flight was 5 


ſpread, he communicated the intelligence to La 
Fayette, e 
meaſures on that ſubjett. 


Pref. to the Wit. Were you not eonnected with 
Paſtoret and Rœderer, Ex-procureur general Syndics 
of the department ?—I had no connexion with them 
except what related to the magiltracy. 


him to take all neceſſary 


Was 
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Was it not you who, in conjunction with La 


Fayette, founded the club known by the name of 


were members. I was invited, and told it would 


* g9?—1 was not the founder; and I only belong- 
X ed'to it becauſe ſome Bretons, who were my friend; 
only coſt me five louis, which 1 gave, was admitted, 

and have never ſince been preſent but at two 


=K dinners. *' 


Have you not aſſiſted at the conciliabules ; held 
at the houſe of the ci- devant La Rochefoucault ?—I 
never heard any mention of conciliabules; ſuch 


may have exiſted, bat I never was at them. 
If you held no conciliabules, why, when by the 
| decree of the. 19th of June 1790, the Conſtituent 
Aſſembly deſired to convey the loud teſtimony of a 
grateful nation to the conquerors of the Baſtille, and 
reward their courage and zeal by placing them in a 
diſtinguiſhed manner among their brethren in the 


Champ de Mars on the day of the federation ; why, 


1 ſay, did you excite quarrels between them and 


their brethren in arms, the former French 


rds, 
and afterwards act the weeper before their aſſembly, 


and induce them to reje& the gratification with 
which they had been honoured ?—I went, at the 
requeſt of their leaders, for the purpoſe of reconcil- 
ing the parties. It was one of them who made the 
motion to return the decorations with which they 
bad been honoured by the Conſtituent Aſſembly, 


and not I, 


| Thoſe who made the motion having been diſco- 
= vered to be your ſpies, the brave conquerors did 
themſelves juſtice by expelling them.—There were 
ſtrange miſtakes concerning that affair. 
Were not you active in favour of the journey to 
St. Cloud, in the month of April; and did you not, 
in concert with La Fayette, ſolicit from the depart- 
ment the order to hoiſt the red flag? - No. 
Were you informed that the late King concealed 
in the palace a conſiderable number of refrattory 
TOES | | prieſts ? 
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prieſts? Ves; I even went to the King at the head 
of the municipality, to petition: him to diſmiſs the 
prieſts that bad not taken the oaths; t 
Can you tell the names of thoſe: reſidents in the 
palace, who were known by the title of Knights of 
the Dagger? Not one. „ 5 
At the time of the reviſion of the conſtitution of 
1791, were not you connected with the Lameths, 
Barnave, Deſmeunier, Chapellier, and ather famous 
combined reviſors, or rather men bribed by the 
court to ſtrip the people of their real rights, and 
leave them only the ſhadow of freedom ?—La 
Fayette was reconciled to the Lameths, but I had no 
: reconciliation to effett, for I had never been inti- 
mate with them. Fx: | 
It appears you were very intimate with La Fayette, 
and that your opinions were much the ſame ?—My 
intimacy with him related to his office; and as to 
the reſt, my opinion was at that time the general 
one. | | F 
You ſay. you have never been preſent at any con- 
ciliabule; but how did it happen that, at the mo- 
ment when you appeared before the Conſtituent Aſ- 
ſembly, Charles Lameth drew the anſwer he made 
you ready wriiten from under his deſk ? That proved | 
the exiſtence of a criminal-coalition.—The National 
Aſſembly, by a decree, had ſent for the conſtituted 
authorities. I went up with the members of the de- 
partment and the public accuſers. I did no more 
than receive the orders of the Aſſembly, and was not 
the ſpeaker, It was the preſident of the department 
_ ho pronounced the diſcourſe on the occaſion. 

Did not you likewiſe receive the orders of Antoi- | 
nette, to maſlacre the beſt; patriots ? No; I did not 
go to the Champ de Mars till after an arret of the 
council general of the commune. „ 

The patriots aſſembled in the Champ de Mars. 

with the permiſſion of the municipality; they had 

made their declaration to che regiſter, and had r 
| talne 
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| tained their receipt. Why did you hoift againſt. 
them the infernal red flag ?—The council came to 
their reſolution in conſequence of two men having 
been murdered in the Champ de Mars. The ſuc- 
ceeding accounts were more and more alarming ; 
the council was deceived, and determined to emplo 

an armed. force. 8 - 8 

Were not the people, on the contrary, deceived by 
the municipality? Was it not the municipality that 
provoked the aſſembling of the people, in order to 
collect the beſt patriots together, and have them mur- 
dered No, certainly. 5 e 18 

What did you do with the dead; that is, the pa- 
triots who were aſſaſſinated ? The municipality hav- 
ing drawn up the proceſs- verbal, tranſported the dead 
to the court of the military hoſpital, at Gros- Caillou, 
where moſt of them were owned. | E: 

How many were they ?—The number was aſcex- 
tained, and rendered public in the proces-verbal, 
which was publiſhed at the time by the municipality; 
there might be twelve or thirteen. _ 

One of the Fury. I wiſh to inform the court, that 
being on that day at the Champ de Mars with. my 
father, at the time the maſſacre began, I ſaw ſeven- 
teen or-eighteen perſons, of both-ſexes, killed near 
the river where we ſtood. We could only eſcape 
death ourſelves by wading up to the chun. 

The witneſs was ſilent. | 

Pref. to the Q. What was. the number of prieſts 
you had in the palace? We had none about our 
perſons bat the prieſts who ſaid mass. 

Had they taken the oaths ?—The law allowed the 
king to chooſe whom he pleaſed. . Sao 

What was the ſubject of converſation with Bar- 
nave and Petion, on the return from Varennes to 
Paris? A variety of different things. | 

John Baptiſt Hibain, alias Perceval, formerly a 
Ke and now employed at the manufactory 
of arms, ſays, * That being at Verſailles on the firſt 
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of October 1789, he knew at that time of the firſt 
feaſt of the gardes- du- corps, but was not preſent at 
the ſame. That, on the fifth of the ſame month, in 
his capacity of Aid. de- camp of the ei- devant Count f 
D'Eſtaing, he acquainted the latter that ſome con- 
motions had happened at Paris, of which D'Eſtaing 
took no notice; that the ſame afternoon, the an. 1 
having conſiderably increaſed, he ſpoke to D Eſtaing 
a ſecond time, but that he would not fo much as hear 

The witneſs next entered into a detail of the arri- 
val of the Pariſians at Verſailles between eleven and 

twelve at night. | | | 

Did you not wear a decoration at that period ?— 
J wore the ribbon of the order of Limbourg, of 
which I had, like any one that wiſhed to hive it; 
bought the brevet for 1500 livres. 

- Were not you, after the diſorderly feaſts of the 
gardes-du-corps, in the Court of Marble, and were 
you not one of the firſt that ſcaled the balcony of the 
ci-devant king ?—I came to the feaſt of the guards 
when it was nearly fimſhed, and as they went to the 
caſtle I accompanied them thither. 2 

Pref. to Wit. Lecointre. Inform the tribunal what 
you know relating to the prefent witneſs. 2 

Leceintre, I know that Perceval ſcaled the bal- 
cony of the apartment of the ci-devant king—that 
he was followed by a grenadier of the regiment of 

Flanders, and that being arrived at the apartment of 
Louis Capet, Perceval embraced the ſad grenadter, 5 
in preſence of the tyrant, then preſent; ſaying, | 

„There is no more a regiment of Flanders, we are 
all of us royal guards.” A dragoon from the regi- 
ment Les Trois Ereches, having attempted 
fully to follow them, was going to deſtroy himſelf. 
The witneſs obſerved, that he did not ſpeak to the 

above fact as an eye-witneſs, but that Perceval, the 
evidence preſent, had at the time entruſted it to him, 

Lecointre, in confidence, and he found it afterwards 
io 
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- to be ſtrictly true. He, in conlequence, deſired the 
| preſident to require Perceval to declare, whether or 
not he remembers having related at the time the 
above circumſtances to him the witneſs. os 
Perceval. I remember having ſeen citizen Lecoin- 
tre; J even believe that I acquainted him with the 
hiſtory of the balcony. I know he was, on the th 
and 6th of October, commander of the National 
Guards, in the abſence of D'Eſtaing, who had ab- 
ſconded. | 5 ; | 
Lecointre maintained his depoſition as ſtrictly true. 
Another witneſs was heard. „„ 
Rene Mallet, a ſervant-maid, depoſed, that having 
in 1788 lived as ſervant on the Great Common at 
Verſailles, ſhe aſked one day the ci-devant Count 
Coigny, in a moment of good humour, * Will the 
emperor ſtill continue to wage war againit the 
Turks? Surely that muſt ruin France on account of 
the immenſe ſums the queen ſends her brother for 
that purpoſe, which mult at leaſt amount to two 
| hundred millions.” —“ Thou art right enough, an- 
ſwered the Count, * it has coſt already more than 
& two hundred millions, and we arc not at the end of 
it yet.) I know further,” ſays the witneſs, that 
happening to be, after the 23d of June 1789, in a 
place where ſome guards of Artois and ſome officers 
of huſſars were preſent, I heard the former ſay, at 
the time the maſſacre of the French guards was in 
agitation, ** Every one mult be at his poſt and do his 
duty :” But that the French guards having been in- 
formed of the buſineſs intended againſt them, -cried 
out To arms! which defeated the project entirely. 
I further obſerve (continued the witneſs) that I 
have been informed by divers perſons, that the pri- 
ſoner had formed a plan to aſſaſſinate the Duke of 
Orleans. The King being acquainted therewith, 
ordered her to be inſtantly ſearched; on which two 
piſtols were found on her. The King, in conſe- 
quence, had her confined a priſoner in her own. « 
room during a fortnight. Ps 5 
1 E 2 | Queen 
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Queen. It is poſſible I might have received an or- 
der from my huſband to remain a fortnight in my 
apartment, but it was not for a caſe ſimilar to che 
above. . N 
Mine. J know farther, that in the firſt days of 
October 1789, ſome ladies of the court diſtributed 
white cockades to divers private gentlemen at Ver- 
ſailles. 8 KEE | 
Queen. I remember having heard, that one or 
two days after the feaſt of the body-guards, ſome 
women diſtributed theſe cockades; but neither I 
nor my huſband were the authors of ſimilar diſ- 
order s. ; : En. 
Preſ. What ſteps did you purſue to puniſh theſe 
women, after you were acquainted with this cir- 
cumftance ?—0g. None at all. | 
Another witneſs is heard. e : 
Fean Baptiſte Labennette depoſes, that he is per- 
refily loner with a noel jy of facts 3 
in the act of accuſation; and he adds, that three pri- 
vate men came to aſſaſſinate him, in the name of the 
priſoner. in 0 ans 
Pref. to the O. Did you ever read the © Orator of 
„the People.” — No; never. 5 5 
« Frangois de Freſne, gen-d arme, depoſes, that hav- 
ing been in the room of the priſoner, at the time a 
pink was brought her, knows that on the billet 
therein concealed, the following words were written : 
What are you doing here? We have men and 
money at your fervice.” | I 
Mag delaine Roſay, wife of Richard, ci-devant 
keeper of the houſe of arreſt in the Conciergerie of 
the palace, depoſes, that a gen-d'arme, named Gilbert, 
had told her that the prifoner had received a hint 
from a private gentleman, brought there by Micho- 
nis, adminiſtrator of the police, which gentleman 
nad given her a pink, it which a billet was conceal- 
ed; that, conſidering that the ſaid gentleman might 
bring her, the witneſs, into trouble, ſhe ee 
| > Michonis 


7 


W 1} was (| 


the 2d of October laſt. 


and dead, and of my huſband. < 
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Michonis thereof; who anſwered, that he would not 


introduce any further perſons to the widow Capet. 


. Touſaint Richard declared, that he well knows the 


priſoner, for W been put under his guard ſince 


Marie Devaux, wite of Arell, depoſes, that The 


had been with the priſoner during forty-one days, at 


the Conciergerie ; and had neither ſeen nor heard 
any thing, except a gentleman coming one day with 
Michonis, who gave the priſoner a billet folded up 


in a pink; that ſhe, the witneſs, was then working, 


and ſhe ſaw the ſame gentleman call, again in the 


courſe of that day. | 5 
Queen. He came twice in the ſpace of a quarter 


of an hour. 


The Queen way aſked ey a ſmall packet 


which was ſhown her, ſhe acknowledged it was the 


ſame as that on which ſhe had put her ſeal, when ſhe 


was transferred from the Temple to the Conciergerie. 
The packet being opened, one of the officers of the 


court took an inventory of it, and called. over its 


contents. 


The firſt were ſome locks of hair of different co- 


loars, -..*-- | . 
Queen. They are the hairs of my children, living. 


The next was a packet marked with cyphers. 


1 851 This is only a table to teach my child to 
rec | | 


bn.” 7 

Several papers were then read, containing memo-- 
randums of waſhing-bills, &c. ; 5 

A port- feuille of parchments and other papers was 
then produced, on which were written the names of. 
different people. 


The Preſident demanded that the Queen ſhould: 


.explain them, 


Pre/. Who is the woman called Salentin ?—She 
was for a long time charged with my affairs. 


ed in the care of my children's clothes. 


7 


Who is the Demoiſelle Vion ?—She was employ- 
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And who is Mrs. Chaumette ?—She: ſucceeded 
Miſs Vion. 

What is the name of the woman wha wok care 
of your laces ?—I do not know ber name, ſome of 
my ladies employed her. 

Who is Le Bernier, whoſe name is written here ? 
—lIt is the name of the phyſician who attended my 
children. 

The Public Accuſer 3 demanded that ee 
* of arreſt ſhould be iſſued againſt the abovenamed 
ladies; and that Le Bernier ſhould be Angi ordered 
to attend. 

The Tribunal complied with this requiſition. 

The Regiſter then continued the inventory of the 
rut in the packet found on Marie Antoinette. 


— — 


— 


—— 
—— 


thread, ſilk, &c. 

A ſmall looking: glaſs. 

A golden ring with hair-work. 

A paper, on which are two hearts in gold, with 
Tone initial letters. 

Another paper, on which 1s written, Prayers ta 
the ſacred Heart of Jeſus; "Barre to ba emmaculatc 


Conception. 

A portrait of a lady. 

Pref. Whoſe portrait is this ?—That of Madame 
De Lamballe. 

Two other portraits of ladies. 

Preſ. Who are the perſons theſe portraits repre, 
ſent ?—Two ladies whom. I was brought up with 
at Vienna. 

What are their names? The ladies of 9 
burgh and of Heſſe. 
A paper containing 25 ſingle louis d'ors. 
Queen. LOOT are ſome that were lent me while 
_ we were at the Feuillans, 


- A ſmall canvaſs, with a heart painted i in flames 
on it, pierced by a dart. 


Tbe Public Accuſer deſired the witneſs 3 


to 


A {mall pocket-book, containing ſciſſars, needles, 
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to examine this heart, and to declare if he knew it | 
to be the ſame he found in Temple. 


Hebert. This heart is not the ſame I found; bus 


; very much like it. 


The Public Accuſer rk. that in the ks 
of priſoners accuſed of conſpiracy, and brought be- 
fore the Tribunal as ſuch, and who have — 
under the fword of the law; moſt of them wore that 
counter-revolutionary ſign. 

Hebert "obſerved, that he does not know any 
thing of the women Salentin, Vion, and Chaumette, 


& having ever been employed in the ſervice of the 


priſoners in the Temple. 
Queen. They were ſo at the beginning. | 
Pre. Did you not a few ay after your evaſion 


on the 2oth of June, order ſome appare] of the 


Soeurs Griſes (a deſcription of nuns) —1 never 


gave any ſuch order. 


Another witneſs was called. ; 

aten Gabriel Lalour Dupun ns: 
an ancient officer in the French ſervice, declares, 
that he knew the priſoner ever ſince ſhe came to 
France, but has no knowledge of any of the facts 


contained in the aft of accuſation. _ 


Preſ. to the Wit. Have you not been preſent at 
the feaſts in the caſtle ?—I never went to court. 

Were you not at the feaſt of the Gardes du 
Corps ? I could not be there, as I was at that time 
commander in Burgundy. 

What! were you not miniſter at that time "IK 


never was a miniſter, nor would I have accepted it, 


if thoſe then in office had made me an offer of ſuch 
an appointment. 

Pref. to the Wit, Leccintre. Do you know the 
witneſs preſent to have been miniſter at war in 
1789 ?—I know this witneſs was never miniſter, 
He that was miniſter at that time, 1s here FUE ande 
going to be examined. 

The witneſs v was. ordered 1 in. 
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Aſſembly? No, I do not. 
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Jian - Frederic Latour Dupin, officer and ex- mi- 

niſter of war, depoſes, that he knows the priſoner, 

bu nothing of the charges in her indictment. = 
Preſ. tothe Wit. Were you miniſter on the 1ſt 

of October 1789 ?—Yes, I was. 

Lou no 2 at that time heard of the feaſt of 

the ci-devant'Gardes du Corps ?—Yes, I have. 
Were you not the minifter in the month of June 


| 2789, when the troops arrived at Verſailles? No, 


I was then deputy of the Aﬀembly. _ | 

The court apparently laid you under reſtrictions, 
in naming you miniſter at war ?—I do not think the 
court did. : e 255 

Where were you on the 23d of June, when the 
ci-devant King came to hold that famous Bed of 
Juſtice m the midſt of the repreſentatives of the 
people ;—I was at my place as deputy to the Natio- 
nal Aſſembly. 1 e 

Do you know then who were the authors who 
framed the declaration of the King, then read to the 
Did you not hear ſay they were Linguet, Eſpreme- 
nil, Barentin, Lally Tollendal, Deſmeuniers, Ber- 
gaſſe, or Thouret ?—No. | 

Was you at the ci devant king's council on the 
th of October 1789 ?—No, I was not. 

Was D'Eſtaing there ?—1I did not ſee him there. 

D' Eftaing ſaid, Well then, my fight on that day 
was better than yours, for I remember perfectly well 
having ſeen you there.” . 


Pref. to Latour Dupin, Ex. miniſter. Did you 


know that on that very day, the 5th of October, the 


royal family was going to Rambouillet, and from 
thence to Metz ?—l remember the queſtion being 
deliberated that day in, the council, whether the 
king ſhould go or not. Ions „ 
Do you know the names of thoſe that were for 
his departure ?—T do not know tbem. | 
What could be cheir motive for that departure ?— 
| The 


MARIE ANTOINETTE. . Re Fr 
The concourſe- of people arriving at Verſailles» 
which gave reaſon to think that the priſoner was 
then going to be murdered. _ ag” 
What was the reſult of the deliberation of the 
council? That they ſhould not go. | 
Where were they going ?—To Rambouillet, 
Did you at that time ſee the priſoner in the caſtle ? . 
— Yes 1 die | : | 
Did the not aſſiſt at the council ? I did not ſee 
her in the council, but only ſaw her enter the ca- 
binet of Louis XI. hr | 
You ſay the court was going to Rambouillet, 
but was it not rather to Meizꝰ No. 
In your capacity as miniſter, did you not order 
coaches to be in readineſs, and troops to be on the 
road, to protect the departure of Louis Capet?— . 


92 


5 
7 


. We know, however, to a certainty, that _ 
ments were fitted up, and every thing got ready at 
Metz, for the reception of the Capet family? 
* This I know nothing of. | 8 
Was it by the order of Antoinette that you ſent 
3 your ſon to Nancy, there to direct the maſſacre 
of thoſe brave ſoldiers who had incurred the ha- 
tred of the court by ſhewing themſelves patriots ? 
—1 only ſent my ſon to Nancy to ſee the decrees 
of the National Aſſembly executed there; of courſe” 
| I added not. by the orders of the court, but agree- 
| able to the wiſhes of the people. Even the Ja- 
cobins, at whoſe aſſembly Mr. Camus went to 
read the particulars of this affair, applauded it 
loudly.' - FVV 
A Juryman. Citizen Preſident, I deſire you will 
obſerve to the witneſs, that he muſt either be in 
error, or have bad intentions; becauſe Camus never | 
was a member of the Jacobins; and that ſociety 
was very much ea at the rigorous meaſures 
of a licentious faction, which had paſſed a decree 
of arreſt againſt the beſt citizens of Nancy. CAE 
| Wit. That is what I heard ſay at the time. 


> Proſe 35s 


; | 
| 
— 
: 
; 
- 


% 


„ 0 8 
Preſ. Was it by Antoinette's orders you left 


chat liſt was quite public, I had no occaſion to ſend it 
8 | ; to 
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the army in the ſtate in which it was found? 
I certainly do not expect a reproach on that head, as 
the French army, at the time of my reſignation, was 
on a very reſpectable footing. | | 

Was it to render it reſpectable, that you diſ- 
banded more than $30,000 patriots, to whom you 
ordered yellow cartridges to be diſtributed, with a 


view therewith to intimidate the defenders of their 


country, and prevent them from proving their pa- 
triotiſm and love of liberty? This has nothing to 
do with the miniſter; the diſbanding foldiers is not 
his buſineſs; the colonels of the regiments have 


the ordering of that. 


But you, as miniſter, ought to make thoſe com- 


manders of regiments render you an account of 


ſimilar operations, in order to judge who was 13 
or wrong.—I do not believe there is one ſoldier 
who has apy reaſon of complaint againſt me. 
Labenette deſired leave to mention a fact. He de- 
clared himſelf to be one of thoſe that were honoured 


by the minifter with a yellow cartridge, ſigned by 
-his hand; and that in the regiment in which he 
ſerved, he remarked the ariſtocracy of the Muſcadins, 


a number of whom were in the ſtaff. He obſerves, 


that he, the deponent, was a ſubaltern officer, and 
that very likely Du Pin may remember his name to 
be Clairroyant, corporal of the regiment of =—, 
Du Pin. Sir! I never heard of you! 


Preſ. Did not the priſoner, during your adminiſ. 


tration, deſire you to deliver to her the exact ſtate of 


the French army ?—Yes. 


Did ſhe tell you what uſe ſhe meant to make of 


it !—No. - | 55 SE 
Where is your ſon now? He is either at a coun- 


try ſeat near Bourdeaux, or at Bourdeaux. 


| Preſ. to the Q. At the time you aſked the witneſs. 


the flate of the armies, was it not with the view to 


ſend it to the King of Bohemia and Hungary ?—As 


of which you were always the godde 


— 
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to him; the public papers were ſufficient to make 
him acquainted therewith, 3 | 5 
What were your reaſons then for demanding it ?— 
As there was a rumour that the Aſſembly was going 
to make conſiderable alterations in the army, I was. 
curious to have the liſt of the regiments intended 
to be ſuppreſled, 5 
Have you not abuſed the influence you had over 
your huſband, in _— him continually for draughis 
on the public treaſury I never did ſo. 
Where did you then get the money to build and 
fit out the Petit Trianon, in which you gave feaſts, 
& ?— There was 
a fund deſtined for that purpoſe. - | $1 
This fund was then very conſiderable! for the 
Petit Trianon has coſt enormous ſums It is poſſi- 
ble that the Petit Trianon may have coſt immenſe 
ſums; may be more than I wiſhed. This expence. 
was incurred by inches; in fact, I deſire more than 
any one, that every perſon may be informed what 
has been done there. F 
Was it not at the Petit Trianon that you ſaw; fer 
qo firſt time, the wife of La Moite ?—I never ſaw 
Was ſhe not your victim in the affair of the fa- 
mous necklace? Ho cvuld ſhe be fo, as I did not 
know her? : | . . = 
So you perſiſt in denying that you ever knew her? 
—My e is e 8 ; I only ſpeak the 
truth, and ſhall perſiſt in fo doing. | e 
Was it not you that cauſed the mimiſters and other 
civil and military officers to be named No. * 
Had you not a liſt of the perſons you withed to 
get places for, with notes framed in glaſs ?—No. 


Did not you force divers miniſters to name to the 


vacant places thoſe whom you had given them a liſt 

of ?=No. i. „„ 
Did you not force the miniſters of finance to give 

you money; and ſome of them refuſing ſo 1 . 
e 1 6-8 ave 
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have you not threatened them with all your indigna- 
tion ?—No; never. 5 : 
Have you not been teazing Vergennes to ſend ſix 
millions to the King of Bohemia and Hungary ?— 
No. 
Another witneſs examined. | 
Jean Frangois Mathey, keeper of the Tower in 
the Temple, depoſed, that on the occaſion of a ſong, 
called, 4k! ten ſouviendra du retour de Va- 
rennes, (© Ah! thou wilt remember thy return 
from Varennes,”) he ſaid to Louis Charles Capet, 
1% Doſt thou remember the returning from Va- 
rennes ? to which the latter anſwered, © O, yes! I 
remember it well.” .That the witneſs having aſked 
him further, how. they did to carry him away ? he 
' anſwered, ©** That they took him out of his bed 
| when aſleep, and they dreſſed him in 8 clothes, 
ſaying, Come, you are going to Montmedy. 
Pref. to the Wit. Did you not obſerve, during 
your reſidence in the Temple, a familiarity. between 
ſome members of the commune and the priſoners? 
—Yes, I even heard Toulan ſay one day to the 
priſoner, at the time of the new elections made for 
the organization of the definitive municipality, 
« Madam, I am not in repute, becaule I am a Ga/- 
con. I obſerved that L'Eputre and Toulan came 
frequently, together; that they went up ſtairs direct- 
ly, ſaying, Let us go up, we ſhall there wait for 
our colleagues.” Another day he ſaw Jobert hand 
ſome medallions to the priſoner. That the daugh- 
ter of Capet let-one fall to the ground, and broke it. 
IAfter which the deponent entered into the details 
of the hiſtory of the hat found in Elizabeth's box.] 
Queen. I have to obſerve, that the medallions men- 
tioned by the witneſs, were three in number; that, 
that which fell on the floor and was broken was the 
portrait of Voltaire; of the other two, one repre- 
flented Medea, and the other ſome flowers. 
Pre}. to the Queen. Did you not give to Fan 
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twenty- four, we ſpoke of the procels that was going 
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a gold ſnuff- box? No, neither to Toulan nor any 
body elſe. | 5 . 

be witneſs Hebert obſerved, that a juſtice of the 
peace brought him to the town-houſe a denuncia- 
tion, ſigned by two town-clerks of the Committee of 
Taxation, of which Toulan-was the chief, proving 
this fact in the cleareſt manner. 

Another witneſs examined.  _ 

Jean Baptiſte Olivier Garnarin, ci-devant ſecre- 
tary to the commiſhon of twenty-four, depoſed, that 


having been commiſſioned to examine and enume- 


rate the papers found in the houſe of Septeuil, he 
found in thoſe papers a check for eighty thouſand 
livres, figned Antoinette, to the profit of the ci- 
devant Polignac, with a note relating to one La- 


zaille; another paper proving that the priſoner had 


ſold her diamonds to fend their produce to the emi- 
grants. a N 15 5 + 
: The deponent obſerved, that he delivered all theſe 
papers at the time to one Falaze member of the 
commiſſion, to frame the indictment againſt. Louis 
Capet; but that he the deponent was very much 
ſurprized to find that Falaze, 1n the report he made 
to the National Convention, never mentioned any 
thing of theſe papers ſigned Marie Antoinette. 
Preſ. to the Queen. Have you no obſervations to 
make on the evidence of the witneſs ?—I perſiſt in 
{aying, that I never gave nor ſigned any checks. 
Do you know Lazaille ?—Yes, I do. N 
How did you know him? —I know him to be a 
naval officer, and to bave ſeen him at court, as well 
as others, 8 5 | 
Wit. I have to obſerve, that the papers I ſpoke 


of were after the diſſolution of the committee of 
_ twenty-four, and were carried to the committee of 


general fafety, where they muſt be ſtill; becauſe - 
having met within theſe few days two of my col- 
leagues employed with me in the commiſſion of 


to 


b mit Of 

be inflitnted againſt Marie Antoinette. I aſked 
them what became of the papers in queſtion? they 
faid, they were depoſited with the committee of 
general ſafety. 5 : 

The witneſs Tillet begs of the Preſident to inter- 

rogate citizen Garnerin, to declare if he does not 
equally remember having ſeen among the papers 
found at Septeuils, accounts of -purchaſes of ſugar, 
coffee, corn, &c. &c. &c. having been made to the 
amount of two millions; out of which fifteen thou- 
ſand hvres were already paid; and whether he does 
not recolle& that, .a few days after, theſe vouchers 
could not be found. 55 
Preſ. to Garnerin. You juſt. now heard the in- 
e dag Be ſo good as to anſwer it ?-I know 
notliing of this buſineſs ; at the ſame time it is noto- 
rious that there were plenty of foreſtallers all over 
France to buy up any article, in order to enhance 
the price of it, and thereby to diſguſt the people 
with the revolution and liberty, and force them by 
this means to forge their own chains, | 
Pref. to the . Have you any knowledge of the 
immenſe ings of commodities of the firſt 
neceſſity, made by the order of the court, to ſtarve 
the people, and compel them to demand again the 
former government ſo favourable to tyrants ?—I 
have no knowledge whatever of any foreſtallings. 
Another witneſs examined. 

- Charles Eleonore Dufricht Valaze, formerly dele- 
gate to the National Aſſembly, depoſes, that betwixt 
the papers found at M. Septeuil's, and which with 

others ſerved to frame the indictment againſt Louis 
Capet, deceaſed, and at the making out of which he 
himſelf co-operated as a member of the commiſſion 
of twenty-four, he obſerved two of them relating to 
the priſoner. 


The firſt was a check or rather a receipt by her, 
ſigned for a ſum of 15 or 20,000 livres, as near as 
he remembers ; the other was a letter in which the 
9. | | munuſter 
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miniſter begs of the King to communicate to Marie 
Antoinette the plan of the campaign preſented tq_ 
him. | 3 8 

Pref. to the Wit. Why did you not ſpeak of 
theſe vouchers when you made your report to the 
Convention I did not mention them, becauſe [ 
thought it ſuperfluous to ſpeak in the proceſs of 
Louis Capet ofa quittance of Antoinette. | 

Have you been a member of the commiſſion of 
twenty-four ?—Yes, I have. | EX 

Do you know. what became of theſe two vouch- 
ers? The pieces which ſerved to form the inditt. 
ment againſt Louis Capet were claimed by the 


community of Paris, becauſe they contained charges 


againſt ſundry individuals, fuſpefted to have had an 
intention to compromiſe with ſeveral members of 
the National. Convention, in order to obtain decrees 

favourable to Louis Capet. I believe that all the 


vouchers have now been returned to the committee 


of general ſafety. | 


Pref. to the Queen. What have ou to anſwer to 
the depoſitions of this witneſs ?—-I know nothing, 


either of the check or the letter he mentions. 


Public Accuſer. It ſeems to be proved, notwith- 
landing your denials, that through your influence 
over the ci-devant king, your conſort, you made 
him do what you pleaſed. —There is-a wide diffe- 
rence between adviſing an action, and executing it. 

You mean to ſay, that from the declaration of the 
witneſs, it reſults, that the miniſters ſo well knew 
your influence over Louis Capet, that one of them 


deſired of him to communicate to you the plan ol 


the campaign he a few days before had preſented to 
him. The conſequence of which is, that you had 
entirely become maſter over his feeble character. 

and made him do any thing bad; for ſuppoſing 
even that of all your advice he followed the very 
beſt, you muſt be convinced within yourſelf, that he: 


never could have made uſe of worſe means to con- 
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duct France to the brink of deſtruftion ?—I never 
knew him to have that charatter you are ſpeaking of. 

Another witneſs examined. 

Nicholas Le Boeuf, heretofore a municipal officer, 
proteſts againſt having any knowledge of the facts 
relating to the indictment; for, ſays he, “ if I had 
_ obſerved any thing, 1 ſhould have made you ac- 
quainted therewith. 

Pref. to the Wit. 
Louis Capet ?—No. 

Did you not, when you was on duty in the Tem- 
ple, enter into converſation on political affairs with 
your colleagues and the priſoner ?—I frequently 
converſed with my colleagues, but we did not "v4 
of politics. 

Did you frequently addreſs Louis Charles 9 ? 
Never. 

Did you not offer him the New Telemaque t to 
read No. 

Have you not manifeſted a defing to be his gover- 
nor ?—No, never. 

The priſoner being interrogated to 5000 if ſhe 
ever had any private converſation wich the witneſs, 
declares that ſhe never ſpoke to him, | 

"Another witneſs is heard. 

© Auguſtin Germain Jobert, a municipal ir; and 
 adminiftratof of the police, declares, that he has no 
knowledge whatever -of arty of the facts contained 
in the indictment againſt the priſoner. : 

Pre/. to the Wit. Have you not, during your 
time of ſervice in the Teraple, had ſome canference 
with the prifoner ? —No, never. 

Did you not ſhew her one day 6 cu- 
Tious ? — I have, in fact, ſhewn to the widow Capet 
and her daughter, medallions in wax, allegorical to 
the revolution. | 


Did you ever converſe with 


»Was there not a man's portrait betwixt them 55 


- 


I do not believe there was. 
For -inſtance, the portrait of Voltaire ?—Yes; 
; 3 | but 
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but I have in my houſe 4 or 3000 of theſe ſort of 
medallions. „ | . 

Why was the picture of Medea among the num- 
ber; did you mean it as an alluſion to the priſoner ?. 
It was all chance, I have ſo many of them. They 
are an article from England which I trade in, and 
ſell them to the merchants. | | 

Have you any knowledge that from time to time 
young Capet was ſhut up during the time you and 
other adminiſtrators had private conferences with the 
priſoner ?—I know 3 o 85 

And ſo you perſiſt in ſaying that you never had 
any private conference with the priſoner ?—Yes. _ 

Joſepli Boye, a painter, declared he had known 
the accuſed for eight years, as he then took the por- 
trait of the king; but he had never ſpoken to her. 
He then gave an account of the projett of recon- 

ciliation between the people and the ci-devant king, 
by the intervention of Thierry, valet-de-chambre of 

Louis Capet. EP 1 5 
The Queen drew from her pocket a paper, which _ 
ſhe gave to one of her defenders. 5 | 
The Public Accuſer demanded of Antoinette to 
declare what was the paper ſhe had given him? 

Queen. Hebert faid, this morning, that correſpon- 
dence was carried on by means of our clothes and 
ſhoes. I wrote, for fear of forgetting, that all our 
clothes and effects were examined when they came 
near us, which was done by the adminiſtrators of the 

olice. 1 | : 
1 Hebert obſerved, that there was no foundation for 
this declaration, becauſe the number of ſhoes was 
| vt conſiderable, fourteen or fifteen pairs a month, _ 
edier Fourdheml, ſerjeant, declared, that, in che 
month of September 1792, he found a ſtring of pa- 

ks in the houſe of Aﬀry, in which was a letter 

rom Antoinette, that contained theſe words; Can 
we truſt the Swiſs; will they be firm when it may 
be neceſſary ?” : | 1 
. * F 3 0 ; 7 Queen. 
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Queen. I never wrote to Aﬀry, 

The Public Accuſer obſerved, that laſt year, bein 
director of the jury of accuſation near the «a 
of the 17th of Auguſt, he was entruſted with the 
drawing up of the proceſs againſt Aﬀry and Cu- 
zotte; that he perfettly well recollects baving ſeen 
the letter of which the witneſs. ſpeaks ; but the fac- 
tion of Roland having cauſed this ee to be ſup- 
preſſed, got the papers removed by means of a de- 
cree which they procured, notwith anding the ob- 
jeftions of all good republicans. 

Preſ. What were the papers which were burnt at 
the manufacture of Serve ?—Queen. I believe it was 
a bible; as for the reſt, I was not conſulted about 
it; I was told of it afterwards. 

How can you be ignorant of this fact? Was it 
Riſton who was charged with the negociation of 
this affair ?—I never heard any thing of Riſton ; 
and I perſiſt in ſaying, that I did not know La Motte. 
If I had been conſulted, I would have PIE the 
burning of papers againſt me. 

Another witneſs was called. 

Pierre Fontaine, wood merchant, 8 himſelf 
ignorant of every part of the accuſation, knowing 
the priſoner only by reputation, and having no con- 

nection with the late court. 

Pre}. to the Nit. How long have you known Mi- 
chonis ?—About fourteen years. 

What is the name of the individual who dined 
with you in company with Michonis ?—His name is 
Rougy ; 1 do not remember any thing about him; - 
he was introduced by Madame Dutibleul. 

How do you know that lady? I once met her 
with another woman on the Boulevardes; we enter- 
ed into converſation, and drank coffce together ; 
fince that time ſhe has been often at my houſe, 
Has ſhe not endes to you ſome 8 
Never. 

* hat are the names of the deputies who were 
found 
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found with Rougy and Michonis ? There was only 
ones - ee! kf ED Fo 
His name ?—Santerreau, deputy from Nievre to 
the Convention, and two other commiſhoners, ſent 
by the primary aſſemblies of the ſame department to. 
carry their act of the acceptance of the conſtitution. 
What are their names ?—Balendnot, cure of Beau- 
mont, and Paulimer, alſo of that department. 
Do you know what is become of Rougy ?—No. 
Another witneſs was called. ; x 
Michael Gointre, employed in the war- office, ſaid, 
he had read attentively the act of accuſation, and 
was much ſurpriſed not to find in it the articles of 4 
the forged aſſignats of Paſſy. As Polverel, who had = 
been ordered to inquire into this affair, anſwered, it 
was impoſſible for him to proceed, unleſs the Aſſem- - 
bly decreed that no perſon but the King was invio-. 
lable; this made him imagine, that there was no other 
perſon than the accuſed, about whom Polverel wiſhed : 
to ſpeak, as ſhe alone could furniſh the funds neceſ- 3 
ſary for ſuch an enterpriſe. 3 5 
The witneſs Tifſet. Citizen Preſident, I wiſh the 
priſoner to be aſked to declare, if ſhe did not give 
the croſs of St. Louis, and a captain's Brevet, to a 


perſon named Lareguie? 
- Queen. I know none of that name. 
reſ. Did you not procure the nomination f 
Collet de Verrere to ſerve in the ci. devant guard of 
the late King? - Ves. „„ 4 
Did you not procure Parriſeau a ſimilar appoint- 
ment? No. 5 f TG, 5 0 
Lou ſo influenced the organization - of the late 
royal guard, that it was compoſed only of individuals, 
againſt whom the public opinion was directed; and, 
| indeed, could the patriots: behold without pain the 
Chief of the nation ſurrounded with guards compoſed 
| of non-juring prieſts and aſſaſſins? Happily your 
politics were wrong, Their anti-civic conduct, their 
counter-revolutionary ſentiments, forced the legiſ. 
es | FF 
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lative aſſembly to diſmiſs them; and Louis Capet, 
after that operation, kept them in pay till the tenth 
of Auguſt, when be was overturned in his turn. 
On your marriage with Louis Capet, did you not 
conceive the project of re · uniting Lorraine to Au- 
ſtria ?—No. - ie nd | | | 
You bear its name ?—Becauſe-we ought to bear 
the name of ene's country. 
After the affair of Nancy, did you not write to 
Bouille, to congratulate him on his having maſſacred 
ſeven or eight thouſand patriots in-that town ?—I 
never wrote to him. : | | | 
Did you not employ yourſelf in ſounding the 
opinion of the departments, diſtricts, and municipa- 
lities ?—No. | : . 8 
The Public Accuſer obſerved to the priſoner, that 
there was found upon her ſecretary a paper, which 
atteſts that fact in the moſt preciſe manhi&f, and in 
which were found inſcribed the names of Vaublanc 
and Jancourt. | i 
The ſaid paper being read, the on perſiſted in 
faying, that ſhe did not recollect that ſhe had ever 
written any thing of the kind. : 5 
Wit. I ſhould requeſt, Citizen Prefident, that the 
accuſed may be obliged to declare, whether, on the 
day the people did her huſband the honour of deco- 
rating him with the red bonnet, there was ndt held 
a notturnal council in the palace, where the deſtruc- 
tion of Paris was reſolved, and where it was decided 
to poſt up royal bills by Eſmenard, Rue Platriere? 
Il do not know that name. LO 
Pref. Did you not, on the gth of Auguſt, 1792, 
give your hand to Taffin, of Etang, to kiſs, who was 
captain of the armed force of the Filles St. Thomas, 
ſay ing to his battaſion, ** You are brave fellows, 
and of good principles ; I will ever count on your 
fidelity?“ No. ; 
Why did you, who had promiſed to bring up 
your children in the principles of the 3 5 580 
ns A teach 
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teach them nothing but errors; in treating, for in- 
ſtance, your ſon with a reſpect which might make it 
believed that you thought of ſeeing him one day the 
. ſucceſſor of the ci-devant King his father? — He was 
too young to ſpeak to on that ſubject. I placed him 


at the head of the table, to give him myſelf what he 
wanted. | | 8 | 
Have you any thing to add to your defence ?— 
Yeſterday I did not know the witneſſes: I knew 
nat what they were to depoſe againſt me; and nobody 
has produced againſt me any poſitive fact. I finiſh 
by obſerving, that I was only the wife of Louis xt. 


The Preſident announced, that the interrogatories - 


were cloſed, | > | 5 

Fouquier, the Public Accuſer, then ſpoke. He 
reminded the jury of the flagitious conduct of the late 
French court of its conſtant machinations againſt 
liberty, which it did not like, and the deſtruction of 
which it ſought to ge en kr at any rate—its efforts 


to kindle civil war, in order to turn its reſult to its 


own advantage, by appropriating to itſelf this Ma- 
chiavelian maxim, Divide and reign/—its criminal 
and. culpable connex ions with the foreign powers 
with whom the republic.is at open war—its habits 
of intimacy with a villainous faction, which was de- 
voted to it, and ſeconded its deſigns, by exciting in 
the boſom of the Convention animoſities and dif- 


ſenſions—by employing all poſſible means to ruin 


Paris, and arming the departments againſt that city, 
and by inceſſantly calumniating the generous inha- 


bitants of that city, the mother and preſerver of 


liberty—the maſlacres perpetrated by the orders of 
that corrupted court in the principal towns ef France, 
eſpecially at Montauban, Niſmes, Arles, Nancy, in 
the Champ de Mars, &c. &c. He connſidered Marie 
Antoinette as the avowed enemy of the French 
5 | nation 


* * . 
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and it was requiſite in me to conform myſelf to his 
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nation—as the principal inſtigatrix of the troubles 
which had taken place in France for theſe four years 
paſt, and to which thouſands of Frenchmen fel! 
victims. | 
Chaveau and Fronſun de Coudray, officially ap- 
pointed by the Tribunal to defend Antoinette, ac- 
quitted themſelves of that duty, and ſolicited the 
clemency of the Tribunal. They were heard with 
the molt profound ſilence. | 
The Qucen was then taken out of the Hall. 
There is one general obſervation to be attended 
to, namely, that the accuſed has owned that the had 
the confidence of Louis Capet. It is evident, too, 
irom the declaration of Valaze, that Antoinette was 
conſulted in political affairs, ſince the Tate King was 
deſtrous that ſhe ſhould be conſulted upon ſome plan 
of which the witnefs could not tell the objett. One 
of the witneſſes, whoſe preciſion and ingenuity are 
remarkable, bas told you, that the late Duke of 
Coigny had told him in 1788, that Antoinette had 
tent” the Emperor, her brother, 200 millions, to 
enable him to carry on the war which he then 
waged againſt the Turks. Since the revolution, a 
bill of between 60 and 80,000 livres, ſigned Antoi- 
nette, and drawn upon Septeuil, has been given to 
the woman Polignac, then an emigrant ; ok a Jetter 
from La Porte recommended it to Septeuil, not to 
leave behind the leaſt trace of that gift. Lecointre 
of Verſailles told you, as an ocular witneſs, that ſince 
the year 1779; enormous ſums had been expended 
at court, for the fetes of which Marie Antoinette was 
always the idol. e 
The Public Accuſer here enumerated the heads of 
the charges brought againſt the Queen in the act of 
- accuſation. In commenting on her conduct white 
confined in the Temple, he ſpoke as follows. 
The perſons whoſe buſineſs it was to ſuperintend 
in the Temple, always remarked in Antoinette an 
air of rebellion againit the ſovereignty of the 22 1 5 
„ 1 & 
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1 They ſeized an image repreſenting an heart; which 


m is a ſign of raillement, and was worn almoſt upon 

11 all the counter-revolutioniſts, who came within the 
graſp of national vengeance. After the tyrant's death, 

p- Antoinette obſerved in the Temple, with regard to 

c- ber ſon, all the etiquette of the ancient court. The 

de fon of Capet was treated as a king. In all domeſtic 

th occurrences he had the precedence before his mother, 


At table be ſat at the upper end, and was ſerved firſt. 
< I ſhall forbear, citizens of the jury, to mention 


the carnation flower left in the apartment of the ace 
pared for an an anſwer. But this inſtance is a mere 


grand a&t of accuſation. It is the French nation 
which accuſes Antoinette ; and all the political events 
prove evidence againſt her. 87880 . 
„ Theſe are the queſtions which the Tribunal has 
determined to ſubmit to you : Ne Te 


and private intelligence with powerful foreign ſtates, 
and other external enemies of the republic; ſuch ma- 


cours in money, and to give them ingreſs into the 


progreſs of their arms. | | 

« 2d, Is Marie Antoinette convicted of having 
co operated in the machinations, and of having en- 
icrtained thoſe intelligences? | 
44, It is proved, that there exiſted a plot or 
| conſpiracy to light up a civil war in the heart of the 
ot republic. 5 a N 
t of * Ath, Is Marie Antoinette convicted of having 
nile had a ſhare in that plot and conſpiracy ?” 3 

The Jury, after having deliberated about an hour, 

end returned into the hall, and gave a verdi. Guilty 
an of all the charges laid in the indictment.“ 


here the interview of the Chevalier de St. Louis; of 


— 


cuſed; of the pricked paper given, or rather pre- ” 


gaol intrigue, and only a trivial object in ſuch a 


« 1|, It is proved that there exiſted machinations | 


chinations and intelligences tending to furniſh ſuc- 


French territory, for the purpoſe of facilitating the | 
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The Prelident then addreſſed the people as * 


| 3 . 


— 


If the citizens who compoſe this audience were 
not liberal men, and, conſequently, capable of feel- 
ing all the dignity of their ſtate, l ought perhaps to 
recal to their memory, that at the moment when 
the national juſtice 1s about to declare the law, rea- 
ſon and morality impoſe upon them the greateſ| 
ſilence, and forbid every. mark of approbation; and 
that a perſon, of whatever crimes he may be con- 
vitied, and attainted by the law, i is then only entitled 
to pity and humanity.” 

The Queen being again brought i in, the Preſident 
faid, « Antoinette! hear the ſentence of the j jury.“ 

Fougner then ſpoke, and demanded that the ac- 
cuſed ſhould be condemned. to die, conformably to 
the firſt article of the firſt ſection of the firſt head of 
the ſecogd part of the penal code, which is thus ex- 
preſſed: | 

« Every manœuvre or intelligence with the ene- 
mies of France, tending to facilitate their entrance 
into any part of the empire, whether it be to deliver 


up to them towns or fortreſſes, whether by corrupt- 


ing the fidelity of the officers, ſoldiers, or other 


citizens towards the French nation, ſhall be ee 
with death.” 


And the ſecondſarticle of the firſt ſection of the 
firſt title of the ſecond part of the lame code 1 is thus 


expreſſed: 


% Every conſpiracy and plot, tending to trouble 
the ſtate by a civil war, in arming citizens againſt 


citizens, or the exerciſe of regal authority, ſhall be 


Puniſhed with death.” 
The Preſident called upon the accuſed to declare, 


; er ſhe had any objection to make to the ſentence 


of the laws demanded by the Public Accuſer ? 
g Antoinette bowed her head. 
Upon the ſame demand * mage of her defer 


ders, 
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ders, Fron/on- ſpoke, and ſaid, Citizen Preſident, 


the declaration of the jury being preciſe, and the law 
formal in this reſpeQ, I announce that my profeſ- 
ſional duty with regard to the widow Capet is ter- 


minated.“ | - 

The Preſident then moved for the court to ad- 
journ; and the Queen was conducted back to 
priſon. | MF RN. 
- - Hamart, Preſident of the Tribunal, ſummed up 
the evidence in the following manner 

Citizens of the jury! The French nation, by its 


organ the public accuſer, has accuſed before the 
national jury, Marie Antoinette of Auſtria, widow of 

Louis Capet, of having been the. accomplice, or 
rather inſtigatrix of moſt of the crimes of which the 


laſt tyrant of France was found guilty—ot having 


- herſelf kept up a ſecret underſtanding with powerful 
foreign nations, eſpecially with the King of Bohe- 
mia and Hungary, her brother—with the cj-devant 


emigrant French princes, and traitorous generals 
with having furniſhed the enemies of the republic 
with- ſupplies of money, and of having conſpired 


with them againſt the external and internal fecurity 


ot the ſtate. TE, | 
« A preat example is this day given to the uni- 


verſe, and it will ſurely not be loſt upon the nations 


which inhabit it. Nature and reaſon, ſo long out- 
raged, are fatisfied at laſt, and equality is triumph- 
ant. A woman who lately poſſeſſed all the moft 


brilliant appendages which the pride of kings and 


the baſenels of ſlaves could invent, occupies no, 
before the tribunal] of the nation, the place which 
was occupied two days ago by another woman; and 


is equality ſecures impartial juſtice, 


This trial, citizens of the jury, is not one of 
thoſe where a ſingle fact. a ſingle crime, is ſubmitted 


to your conſcience and your knowledge. You: 
have to judge all the political life of the accuſed, 
ever ſince ſhe came io fit by the ſide of the laſt 
f * G 1 King 
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King of the French; but you muſt, above all, fix 
your deliberation upon the manœuvres which ſhe 
never: cealed to employ, to deſtroy 1 liberty, 
either from within the kingdom, by her cloſe con- 
nexion with infamous miniſters, perfidious generals, 


and faithleſs repreſentatives of the people, or from 


without the kingdom, by cauſmg the negociation 
of that monſtrous coalition of the deſpots of Europe, 
which hiſtory holds up to ridicule for their 1m- 
potence : In ſhort, by her correſpondence. with the 
ci-devant emigrant French princes, and their agents. 

Had we wiſhed for an oral proof of all thoſe 
deeds, the priſoner ought to have been made to ap- 
pear before the whole French nation. The material 
PR reſts m the papers ſeized in the abode of 

ouis Capet, enumerated in a report made to-the 
National Convention by Goheir, one of its mem 
bers, in the collection of the juſtificatory pieces of 
the act of accuſation paſſed againſt Louis Capet by 
the Convention. Laſtly and chiefly, citizens of the 
jury, the proof lies in the political events of which 
you have all been witneſſes and judges. 

« It it were permitted to me, in fulfilling a limited 
office, to have yielded to emotions of humanity, we 
thould have inyoked before the jury the manes of 


our brothers at Nancy, at the Champ de Mars, at 


the fronuers of La Vendee, at Marſeilles, at Lyons, 
at Toulon, in conſequence of the infernal machina- 
tions of this modern Medicis: We ſhould have 
brought before you the fathers, the mothers, the 
wives, the infants of thoſe unhappy patriots !—. 

What do I fay? Unhappy! They have died for 
liberty, and faithful to their country. All thoſe 
families, in tears and deſpair, wouldhav accuſed 
Antoinette of having . ſnatched from them every 
thing that was moſt dear to them in the world, and 


the deprivation of which renders life inſupportable. 


Ineffett, if the ſatellites of Auſtrian deſpotiſm have 


broken in for a moment on our frontiers, and if they 


- ; have 
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have there committed atrocities of which the hiſtory 

even of barbarous nations does not furniſh a paral- 

lel example; if our ports, our plains, and our cities 
are ſold or given up, is it not evidently the reſult of 
| the mancuvres planned at the Thuilleries, and of 
5 whicli Marie Antoinette was at once the inſtigatrix 
2 and the moving principle? Theſe, citizen jurors, are 
5 the public events which form the maſs of proof that 
, overwhelms Marie Antoinette. TTY 
With regard to the declarations which were 
made in bringing on this trial, and the debates 2 


, which have taken. place, there reſult from them 
; certain facts, which come directly in proof of the 
principal accuſation brought - againſt the widow 
Capet. All the other details, given either as a hiſtory 7 Þ} 
of the revolution, or in the -proceedings againſt = 
certain notorious perſonages, and ſome treacherous 
3 fun&tionaries, vaniſh before the charge of 
igh treaſon, which weighs heavily upon Antoinette 

of Auſtria, widow of the ci-deyant King; 3 


6 
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When the fentence of the National Convention 
was read to the widow Capet, ſhe caſt down her 
eyes, and did not again lift them up. Have you 
nothing to reply upon the determination of the 
law?” ſaid the Preſident to lier. Nothing,” ſhe 
replied. And you, official defenders ?” “ Our 
miſſion is fulfilled with reſpett to the widow 
Capet,” ſaid they.—She was then conducted back to 


e 


1 2 
1 


: 
dy. * 


the Conciergerie. „ OK]! 
Immediately after the ſentence had been paſſed, 
the committee, as a meaſure of general. ſafety, or- 
dered the two official pleaders who had been allowed 
to defend Marie Antoinette, to be taken into cuſ- 
tody. It was ſuppoſed, that they might have been 
entruſted with ſome ſecrets of importance: The 
committee directed them to be ſent to the Luxem- 
bourg, and to be treated with all that attention and 
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refpeft which was due to them. Their confinement 
was to expire in twenty-four hours. TEM 

On Wedneſday the 16th, about 11 o'clock in the 
forenoon, Marie Antoinette was condutted from the 
rows of the Conciergerie to the Place de la Revo- 

ion, beyond the Garden of the Thuilleries, where 
Louis had ſuffered before her. © a 5 

All the national guards in the ſeveral ſections of 
Paris were under arms. The ſtreets were lined by 
two very cloſe rows of armed citizens; and Henriot, 
the commandant in chief, attended the Queen in a 
private coach, with a guard of cavalry, to the place 
of execution. 5 : 

Nothing like ſorrow or pity for the Queen's. fate 
was ſhown by the people who crouded the ſtreets. 
through which ſhe was to paſs. On her arrival at 
the Place de la Revolution, ſhe was helped out of 
the carriage, and aſcended the ſcaffold with ſeeming 
compoſure. She had on a half-mourning dreſs, evi- 


dently not adjuſted with much attention. Her hands 


were tied behind her back, and ſhe looked round ap- 


parently without much terror. She was accompa- 


nied by the ci-devant curate of St. Landrey, a eon- 
ſtitutional prieſt, who diſcharged the office of con- 
feſſor, and gave her abſolution before ſhe was tied 
10 the fatal board. Being then laid on the machine, 
and the groove fitted to her. neck, the-axe was let 


down, and in an inſtant ſeparated the head from the 


body. | . = 
Aiter the head was diſplayed by the executioner, 
three young women were obſerved dipping their 


Hhandkerchiefs in the {ſtreaming blood of the deceaſed 


Queen, and were inſtantly arreſted; one of whom, it 
1s ſaid, has been ſince executed. + | 

The corpſe was immediately after buried in a 
grave, filled with quick-lime, in the church-yard 
called de la Madeline, where Louis xvI. was buried 
in the ſame manner, N 
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When Voulland, in the name of the Committee 
of General Safety, informed the Convention that 
the ſentence of Marie Antoinette had been executed, 
ſome of the members of that committee were deputed 
to wait on Fronſon de Coudray and Chaveau de le 
Gards, the two pleaders aſſigned her as counſel, to 


take their ſeparate declarations. 


. — 


Chaveau's declaration was as follows: My 


conference with Marie Antoinette laſted no more 
than three quarters of an hour, and the converſation 


was carried on loud enough to be heard by the four. 
perſons who were in the room. Antoinette made no 


declaration to me of importance; ſhe ſpoke only of 


her trial. In all her queſtions ſhe diſcovered the 
deepeſt diſſimulation. The only unguarded phraſe 


ſhe made uſe of, was the following : I fear no one 
but Manuel.“ | | RE 
The ſubſequent trait is a ſufficient proof of her 
artifice. As ſhe was on her way from the Revolutio- 
nary Tribunal to the Conciergerie, after her firſt 
examination, ſhe aſked me, * If I did not think that 
* ſhe infuſed too much dignity into her replies? I 
put the queſtion to you in conſequence of hearing 
a woman ſay to her companion, Obſerve how proud 
6 1 ; | . 
Mobo declaration ;—* Marie Antoinette con- 
fided nothing of importance to me: She only gave 
me two pieces of gold and a lock of her hair, which 
ſhe requeſted me to ſend to a woman of the name of 
Piorris, who lives at Lyvry, with the female citizen 
La Porte, Piorris, ſhe ſaid, was her particular 
friend.“ : 


Vonlland concluded his report from the Commit- 


tee of General Safety, by propoſing that Chaveau 
and Fronſon de Coudray ſhould be ſet at liberty; 
and that it ſhould be declared, that they had done 


_ nothing in the courſe of their defence of Marie An- 


toinette, to merit cenſure, This was decreed, 
| G 3 Eo e 
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Thus died, in the g8th year of her age, by the 


hands of the common executioner, and in conſequence 
of the verdi& of her late ſubjetts, the daughter of 
an Emperor, the wife of a King, and the mother of 
a Prince, who was called the Banddis at his birth, 
nominated the Prince Royal by the Conſtituent Aſ- 
ſembly, and looked upon tor feveral years as the heir 
to the greateſt and moſt iplendid throne in Europe. 


Her late Majeſty had four children: Louis Joſeph 
Xavier Francis, Dauphin of France, born October 


2 2, 2781, and who died in 2788; Louis Charles, 


born March 27, 1785, now a cloſe priſoner in the 
Temple; Marie Tbereſa Charlotte, born December 
. +: 788; and Sophia Helena Beatrix, born July , 
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Charms of Rural Life: In Proſe and Verſe; ; with 
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Additions. Price 3s. bound. 


THE YOUNG MORALIST (by the fume Author) 
conſiſting of entertaining Eſſays; in Proſe and Verſe; 
compiled from various Authors; chiefly deſigned to im- 
plant the precepts of virtue and morality i in the mind of 


youth. Adorned with Cuts. The 4th Edition. Price 
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THE SCOURGE FOR THE DISSENTERS, and 


Nonconformity Unmaſked ; with Animadverſions on Dr. 
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BOOKS SOLD BY B. CROSBY. 


Dr. RIPPON's SELECTION of HYMNS, intend- 
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| Alſo, a SELECTION of TUNES, adapted to both 
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The DEATH of CAIN, in Five Books, after the 
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A plain and ferions ADDRESS to MASTERS of 
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The TRIAL of WILLIAM WINTERBOTHAM, 
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Price 26. | | 


The GARDNERS POCKET JOURNAL and AN- 
NUAL REGISTER, in a'conciſe Monthly Diſplay of all 
the Practical Works of Gardening throughout the Year; 
forming a complete Practical Remembrancer and com- 
Rn Journal of the proper Seaſons a d different 

ethods of Sowing, Planting, &c. from the beginning 
of January to the end of December. Price 1s. By John 
e Author of Every Man his own Gardener, 
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Alſo, by the ſame Author, The' GARDENER's 
DAILY ASSISTANT, in the Modern Practice of 
Engliſh Gardening, for every Month in the Year; on 
an entire New. Plan. Price 3s. ſewed, and 3s. 6d. 

Conciſe TREATISE on the ART of ANGLING, 
eonfirmed by actual Experience and minute Obſervations, 
with the proper Method of keeping and breeding Fiſh; 
and of- making Fiſh Ponds, Stews, &c. never before made 

ablic. To which is added, The Complete Fly Fiſher. 
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Room in the Tower. Price 28. 


The UNFORTUNXTE LOVERS, abridged from 


the Sorrows of Werter: To which is added the Lady's 
Counſellor, reſpecting Love, Courtſhip,” Marriage, &c. 
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in Proſe and Verſe, with Occaſional Notes. With an 
engraved Frontiſpiece of Charlotte at Werter's Tomb. 
By the Author of Retired Pleafures, &c. Price 18. 6d. 


 CONJUROR UNMASK ED, a New Edition, with 
an elegant engraved Frontiſpiece, being a clear and full 
Explanation of all the ſurpriſing Performances exhibited 
as well in this Kingdom as on the Continent, by the moſt 
eminent and dexterous Profeſſors of Slight of Hand: 
Together with the Tricks of the 2 Rod, Speaking 
Figure, Magical Table, W unde &c. with many 
Additions and Alterations. Denton, as lately 
pgs” wi in London, Edinburgh, York, Kc. 72 887 
28. 6 85 


RELAPSE, or Myrtle Bank. A Novel. In Two | 
Vols. Price 58. ſewed. 


FREAKS OF FORTUNE, or Memoirs of Capt, 
Conyers. A Novel. Price 28. ſewed. | 


FLIGHTS OF INFLATUS, or the Sallies, Stories, 
and Adventures of a Wild Gooſe Philoſopher. ' By the 
Author of the Trier. Two Vols. Price gs, ſewed. 


 UMEFREVILLE's PRESENT STATE of HUD. 
SON's BAY, giving a full Deſcription of that Settle, 
mos and likewiſe the Fur Trade ; and a Journal of a 


_ from Montreuil to New York. - Price 48. in 
Ss 


LITERARY, CRITICAL, and IMPARTIAL RE- 
MARKS on ſeveral eminent Divines and Philoſophers 
of the preſent Age, combined with Obſervations on 
Government, Price 58, in boards. 


POOLE's FAMILY BREWER, or the Art of 


Brewing fully explained. A new Edition, with Addi- 
tions, Price 28. ſewed. 


A DICTIONARY of the ENGLISH LAN. 
GUAGE, with an Alphabetical Account of the Heathen 
Gods and Goddeſſes; printed very ſmall for the Pocket, 
on fine wove Paper, and ATE ed, Price 38. in ſheep, 


and 35. 6d, 1 in calf, 
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 HOWELLs JOURNAL of the PASSAGE from 
INDIA, by a Route partly unfrequented through Ar- 
menia and Natolia, or Aſia Minor; with dem 
and Inſtructions. Price 45, in beards. — 1% 


Wy | PICTURESQUE DESCRIPTION of. SWIT- 
ZERLAND; tranſlated from the French of the Mar- 
quis De Lengie, with Views. 12mo. Price 3s. ſewed. 


The YOUNG CLERK's ASSISTANT, or Pen- 
manſhip made eaſy, inſtructive, and entertaining; being 
a complete Pocket Copy Book, neatly engraved for the 


Practice of Youth in the Art of Writing. Price * 
ſewed. 


- OGILVY and MORGAN “s T RAVELLER's POC- 


20 KET- BOOK DESCRIPTION of the ROADS, in a 


Method never before attempted ; the Twenty-third Edi- 
tion, with a' Map. Price 15. 6d. Ingle, or 28. 6d. 
Wich the Companion, bound. 


„A TRUE and FAITHFUL ACCOUNT of the 
ISLAND VERITAS, together with the Forms of the 
Liturgy on Religious Opinions. 8vo. Price 28. ſewed. 


The HOP OFFICER's DIRECTORY in cha ing 
the- DUTY, or Planter's Aſſiſtant; ſhewing, by Inſpec- 
tion, the- whole Duty on Hops, from. 1 + bb to 1 ＋ bn. 
A new Edition. Price 1s. 


' A TREATISE on HERB TOBACCO, - pointing 
out the i; Aghes= and pernicious Wine and its fatal 


Effects. By a Gentleman of The e of a. 
bridge. Price 18, 6d. 


The BUSY BODY, a Colle dion of Periodical Eſ- 
ſays, moral, whimſical, comic, and ſeatimental, by Mr. 


Oulten, Author of ſeveral fugitive. Pieces. 2 Vols. 1210s 
ſewed 5s. bound 65. 
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torical and Critical; dedicated to her Grace the 
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ADVENTURES OF LUCIFER IN LONDON. 
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able the Lord Pr ſident of the Stygian Council of Pan- 
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- ONANIA, abridged from Tiſſot. 12mg. Price 18. 


The SCOTCH EN YCLOPEDIA BRITANNI- 
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A great Variety of Bibles, Common Parc Ec. 
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bindings. 
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MARIE ANTOINETTE, 


- _ LATE QUEEN OF FRANCE. 
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HE exploits of exalted characters, of all de- 
ſcriptions, have ever been ſought after with 
avidity, and regarded as one ſource of uſeful, know- 
ledge. Every individual has his particular vices and 
virtues; and each 1s the hero of his own party. The 
moſt celebrated plunderer claims an equal rank with 
the man in a more-honourable profeſſion ; and the 
female of the pureſt manners, and the moſt irre- 
proachable conduct, is too frequently confounded 
with the licentious and moſt debauched votary of 
vice. The maſk aſſumed by each is calculated to 
deceive the judgment, and to fix a reputation on a 
deceitful baſis, Hence we are apt to aſſign to the 
hero the appellation of Robber, and to the robber 
that of Hero; to call the virtuous woman a Proſti- 
tute, and the proſtitute a woman of Virtue. 

On the continent of Europe, ſuch were the cele- 
brated Pruſſia's monarch, and the no-leſs celebrated 
Mandrin. Each the hero of his party, they both 
ſurprized the world by their genius, conduct, cou- 


rage, and ſucceſs ;* though they did not both expe- 


rience the ſame end. Nearly in the ſame degree of 
compariſon moved the Counteſs Du Barry and An- 
toinette, Univerſal aſtoniſhment in Paris was ex- 
cited by the firſt, by the molt diſguſting public de- 
| „„ iN 2 bauchery. 
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2 HISTORY OF RE: 
| Bauchery. The laſciviouſneſs of Antoinette is equally 


great; the efferveſcence of her paſſions equally 
ſtrong. Man or female were equally acceptable to 
- her—nothing was' rejected; and her want of kill 
and reflection rendered her miſcondutt as notorious 
as the open profeſſor of the Counteſs. The reſem. 
blance between theſe two heroines was very ſtrong 
in another point—in deceiving and degrading the 
men for whom it was their duty to procure honour 
and reſpett. Louis xv, even to his laſt moments, 
was a complete dupe to Du Barry, who, throwing 
off all regard to decency, indiſcriminately admitted 
the valet and the peer to partake her favours with 
their ſovereign, Louis xvi was equally deceived 
and diſgraced by his wife, without even ſuppoſing it 
poſſible that ſhe could act even ſo criminal a part. 
Maria Thereſa, the mother of our heroine, was in 
poſſeſſion of the grand art of concealing her miſcon- 
dutt and defects beneath the ſemblance of genius, 
virtue, and refolution. Her progreſs through life 
was ſuch, that every deviation from prudence, to 
which ſhe was urged by her conſtitutional warmth, 
was counterbalanced by ſome ſplendid action. Her 
three daughters poſſeſſed all the vices of their illuſ. 
trious mother, without one of her virtues. The 
character of the Queen of Frangg®we ſhall pre- 
ſently exhibit, The ſecond fiſter, the Queen of 
Naples, is a mere nullity. The third, who has ex- 
bauſted the Duke of Saxe Teſchen, the moſt robuſt 
man in his dominions, gave her huſband, the firſt 
night of her marriage, moſt unequivocal proofs of 
her former incontinence Indeed that circumſtance 
alone gave riſe to the marriage. | 
Antoinette arrived in France in the year 1768, in 
order to conſummate this moſt extraordinary mar- 
Tiage. It may be here neceſſary to take a curſory 
view of the court at the time of her arrival, for the 
purpoſe of affording ſome idea of the cauſes and 
conſequences of this union; fuch a view may, _ 
* | — | wile, 
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wife, aſſord ſomething like a juſtification of thoſe 
diſorders which we are about to relate. 

The Duke of Choiſeul (born to rival the fame of 
thoſe ſkilful politicians, Richelieu and Mazarine) 
was, in ſome meaſure, prime miniſter by the aſcen- 
dancy he had acquired over the mind of Lows, 
the weakeſt and moſt contemptible prince of the 
age in which he lived. The duke, whoſe ſpirit of 
intrigue was equalled only by his audacity, had ob- 
tained this degree of favour by the moſt abject ſub- 
miſſion, and the accompliſhment of a political crime 
the moſt abſurd and unpardonable. However fold 


he might deem the baſis of his credit and authority, 
he feared the intrigues of a miſtreſs he deſpiſed, and 
had even publicly inſulted. Du Barry, by dint of 


caballing, was at the head of a powerful party; the 
duke's enemies were numerous; he had made many 
official refarms, and been long in place—He knew 
courtiers were fond of change, and he therefore 
feared his diſgrace might be near at band. In this 


ſituation it was natural he ſhould feek for protection 


of a ſuperior kind; and he thought to obtain it by 
projecting and completing the marriage of the 
lovely Antoinette with the Dauphin. Were this 
the only reproach which ſhe had to object to him, 


it would be ſufficient to render him odious to the 


whole nation. 6 | | 

Du Barry, a courtezan. rendered completely in- 
famous from her degrading debauchery, now fled 
the Bourbon throne; ſhe had now quitted the arms 


of lacqueys and pages for thoſe of the Count Du 


Barry, and from thence had gained the affeQtions of 
the king, whom ſhe degraded by every ſpecies of 
infamy. It was this refuſe of human nature that, 


with the aſſiſtance of ſome courtiers, as contemp- | 


tible as herſel{—Richelieus,  Fronſacs, Aiguillons, 
Villerois, Maupeous, and many others of a ſimilar 
ſtamp, held the reins of the government of France 
in her own hands, Such was the fatiion which, in 
| 1 1 | a mo- 
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4 HISTORY OF | 
a moment of debauchery, overturned that Coloſſus 
of power which the Duke of Choiſeul had raiſed, 
and on whoſe back he had placed his ſiſter the 
Ducheſs of Grammont. To this Medicis of France 
may be juſtly applied the laying of an European 
poet with regard to the princeſs of that name— 
That ſhe poſſeſſed all the vices without any of the 
« virtues of her ſex.” A woman of great pride and 
intrigue, accuſtomed to exert the moſt deſpotic au- 
thority over all thoſe who ſurrounded her car, and that 
of her brother which might be called their common 
bed; —ſhe attempted to exert the ſame dominion 
over Antoinette. The man who had cauſed the 
deſtruction of the father, perceived, from the weak. 
nieſs of the fon, that it would be no difficult matter 
to acquire a complete aſcendancy over his mind; he 
purſued his plans accordingly, and France was on 
the brink of becoming a prey to the-pride and am- 
bition of theſe two perfonages, when Du Barry 

effected their difgrace, and drove them from court. 
Had the Duke of Choiſeul known how to go- 
vern Louis, his command over him would not have 
been an abſolute degradation of the monarch ; but 
his violent attachment to Du Barry was as unpar- 
donable, as the baſeneſs of his courtiers, in paying 
their court to a woman who trequently inſulted 
them in the moſt public manner. But, what was 
ſtill more extraordinary, was, that in the Court of 
France, women ſhould be found mean enough, not 
only to keep company with her, but to introduce 
her to the king. The Ducheſs of Valentinois, the 
vile Ducheſs of Mirepoix, the fat Princeſs of Tin— 
gry, and many others, who were beneath degrada- 
tion, were adopted as companions to the favourite. 
They undertook, voluntarily, to teach her the arts 
of a court, to . poliſh her, and to make her throw 
aſide, particularly in public, that air of licentiouſneſs 
which had made her ſhine ſo conſpicuouſly in her 
midnight orgies, Her introductreſs Joſt her cha- 
- „ rater 
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' rafter by her audacity; the favourite, too, proved 
ungrateful, and did little for her; her ſole recom- 
pence conſiſted of a ſmall ſum of money, a place of 
trifling conſequence for her ſon, and continual re- 
bukes; at laſt ſhe was obliged to leave the court, 
and her ſon loſt his place on account of a duel with 
the Marquis of Chatre, who had caſt ſome reflections 
on his mother. The Count of Biſſy, who had long 
been the pander of Richelieu, to whom he was in- 
debted for his wife Bontems, given him as a recom- 
pence for his ſervices, was choſen to conduct Da 
Barry to the bed of her ſovereign ; and Buffaut, on = 
the point of may ſupplied her with the ne- = 
ceſſary equipments for her wedding night. Biſſy | 
was rewarded by. the payment of his debts; and 
Buffaut, inſtead of becoming a bankrupt, gained forty 
thouſand pounds, and Paris was compelled to re- 
ceive him for her treaſurer ; he diſcharged the du- 
ties of his office with the inſolence of an upſtart, and i 
concluded by violating the ties of friendſhip, in Tn 
marrying the miſtreſs of his friend, a woman who- HEY 
was publicly kept. | : 
The council was, at this time, compoſed of mi- 
niſters who were almoſt all contemptible, either 
from ignorance or vice. Maupeou, chancellor; the 
Duke of Vrilliere, chamberlain; the Duke of Ai-- 
guillon, ſecretary at war, and for the foreign de- 
partment; De Boynes, firſt lord of the admiralty; 
and the Abbe Terrai, comptroller of the finances; 
filled the world with noiſe occaſioned by their glo- 
rious exploits, their intrigues, miſconduct, roguery, 
and incapacity. Every moment they urged their 
ſovereign to the adoption of ſome inconſiderate mea- 
ſure, Which a want of reſolution and reſources 
forced him to abandon : in ſhort, a total ſubverſion 
of the laws, an exhauſted treaſury, and a people 
overburthened with taxes, formed the happy reſult 
of their-proceedings. ; 12250 
The Princes of the blood, the only company which. 
B 3 Antoinette. 
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Antoinette could keep with propriety, were not 


better calculated than the reſt of the court to give 
her leſſons of decency; ſome of them were ſunk 
into the moſt ſhameleſs debauchery ; others were 
mean enough to pay their court to the proſtituted 
idol of their ſovereign; the reſt, deſtitute of courage, 
. Tenſe, or honour, - degraded themſelves by their 
filence, the diſorders that ſurrounded them, or elſe 
by an ignominious retreat, as humiliating to them- 


ſelves as fatal to the happineſs of the people; —a 


Duke of Orleans marrying his miſtrels, and devot- 
ing his whole time to dramatic exhibitions; his ſon, 
the Duke of Chartres, diſhonouring, by his conduct, 
the blood of the Bourbons ; the Prince of Conti 
polluting it by his debauchery ; his ſon, the Count 
of Marche, by paying his court to Du Barry, whoſe 
gentleman uſher he was; the Prince of Conde living 
_openly with another man's wife, whom he ſupplied 
with money to carry on a law-ſuit againſt her huſ- 
band. The Duke of Penthievre, a moſt decided 
Hypocrite, with all the vices of devotees, but none 
of their virtues; and the Count d'Eu, living habi- 
tually with the inhabitants of the foreſt, whom he 
nearly reſembled, and againſt whom, for that very 
reaſon, he ought to have abſtained from waging ſuch 
continual war. | 1 
The Princeſſes, of whom there were but few at 
that time, formed a ſeparate party from their huſ- 


bands: the Ducheſs of Chartres was the only one 


who merited the confidence of Antoinette; but her 
virtues deprived her of that confidence. Moſt of 
the ladies of the court were either proſtitutes (to one 
ſex or the other) gamblers, or ſharpers, and in ge- 
neral the worſt company in Paris, 155 

Even if Antoinette had not brought with her to 
the court of Verſailles the germ of every vice, even 
that of an unbridled love of her own /ex, it would 
not have been ſurprizing, at her age, ſurrounded by 
fuch people, and a wuneſs to ſuch excelles, if 0 

q 1a 


MARIE ANTOINETTE. | 
had preferred the ſeducing path of pleaſure: to that 
dull and even life which her auguſt and doltiſh huſ- 
band was likely to make her lead. In fact, how 


* 


was it to be expected that a princeſs, young, and of 


a conſtitution uncommonly warm, could confine 


herſelf to a huſband deſtitute of paſſion. as of taſte, 
who left her to the company of women without 


honour, and who were influenced by different mo- 
tives, either to ſeduce her, or to ſecure her heart, 
which, though yet uncontamined, was ſtrongly in- 
clined to become fo ? | 


When Antoinette firſt arrived at court, ſhe met 


with general approbation; with a beautiful face, an 
elegant ſhape, a gaiety of humour, affable, attentive, 
and well informed; ſhe was, at firſt, the idol of the 


court and of the nation. It will eaſily be ſuppoſed, 


that ſhe ſoon laid a plan of life that might entitle 
her to give a {cope to her inclinations. The eti- 
quette of the French court, very different to that of 


the court ſhe had left, which, while it preſerves an 
air of grandeur, ſerves as a ſafeguard to the honour + 


of princes; ſince the continual reſtraint it impoſes 
on their wives, keeps all gallants at a diſtance, and 
diſconcerts the beſt-formed projects. Inceſſantly 
watched with a jealous eye, a young princeſs is 


there reduced to content herſelf with her huſband; 


and if that huſband prove impotent, it is ſcarcely 
poſſible for any one but her chaplain or confeſſor 
to ſupply his place. This was a circumſtance that 
by no means accorded with the arrangements of 
Antoinette. | Sq 


She began by vain pretexts, that could not fail to 


pleaſe the king, to looſen thoſe bands by which her 
conduct had been hitherto reſtrained; ſhe inſiſted 
upon entering ber grandfather's apartment alone, 
and whenever ſhe liked; fhe walked about continu- 
ally, unattended, and without ceremony, in order, 
ſhe ſaid, to ſhew herſelf to a people ſhe loved, and 
by whom ſhe wilked 10 be eſleemed. The Ducheſs 
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of Noailles, firſt lady of the chamber, who had been 


diſadvantageouſly repreſented to the princeſs, was 
conſtantly ridiculed, and her remonſtrances were 
neglected; and as her ſole object was to preſerve 
the etiquette of the court of Verſailles, ſhe thence 
received the appellation of Madame Etiquette. 

Old Louis's partiality to his grandaughter did not 


laſt long. The Dauphin and his brothers, in ſhort 


all the princes of the blood, had a fixed averſion to 
Antoinette, the Dauphin in particular ſuffered no 


opportunity of mortitying her to eſcape. The king 


was very defirous that ſhe ſhould ſeek to convert 
this hatred into ſentiments of an oppoſite nature ; 
he ſpoke to her on the ſubject; but how could he 
expect his advice to be ee: to, when he had the 


baſeneſs to ſeat her at the ſame table with that de- 


bauched creature who held the place of the Queen 
of France? This conduct oP naturally have dif- 
guſted the young princeſs; but ſhe confined her re- 
ſentment to ſome ſevere ſarcaſms, which coming to 
the king's ears, cauſed a coolneſs between them. 

This change appears to have been the ſignal of 
thoſe domeſtic diſſentions, which prevailed in the 
royal family; thoſe diſſentions, which have more 
than once given rife to the moſt ſcandalous ſcenes, 
irritated the diſpoſition of Antoinette, who, from the 
favour ſhe enjoyed with the king, had hitherto ſeen 
every thing humbled before her. FS 

The Counteſs of Provence, the moſt vain, the 
moſt intriguing, and the moſt jealous of women, was 


_ enraged at not being married, herſelf, to the next 


heir to the crown; ſhe deteſted Antoinette as much 
as ſhe deſpiſed her ſiſter, the Counteſs of Artois. 
The Counteſs, inconſiſtent in her conduct, devoid of 
ſenſe, and deſtitute of ideas, paſſed the whole day in 
liſtening to the filthy diſcourſe. of her femme-de- 
chambre, who was alſo her huſband's nurſe, and 
occaſionally his procureſs. This princeſs would 
have led the — inactive and ſtupid life, if ſhe had 
a | not 
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. not received from Nature the gift of conception. 


She owes her exiſtence and credit to her fecundity, 


which, in ſpite of her defects, renders her ſupportable 
to the inhabitants of France, who like, without knew- 
ing the reaſon, to ſee children in the family of their 
ſovereign, | | 
Theſe three young women were rather formed to 
receive, than to make, impreſſions; and each of 
them received ſuch as were given them by thoſe 
women who were moſt frequent in their company. 
The three princes, their huſbands, had leſs ſtrength 
of mind than perſonal conſequence. The eldeſt, 
perfectly filly, is guided by an mnate vanity, which 
tells him. that every excellence is concentred in him- 
lell. While he was Dauphin, his inclinations and 
his pleaſures evinced the narrowneſs of his genius; 
ſince he has been king, a ſmile, a careſs from his 
wife, forms the ſum total of his felicity, gratifies every 
deſire, and would lead him to ſubvert the monarchy, 
if he was uot reſtrained. by certam conſiderations 


with which the Count of Maurepas inſpired him. 
This preſident of the council of the weakeſt of 


princes, was actuated ſolely by one principle—the 
moſt perfect indifference for every thing that could 
happen: undifturbed by events of any kind, wholly 
occupied by the functions of his ſtomach, all the reſt 


was a mere dream to him. From his wardrobe he 


beheld the fall of miniſters, who thought themſelves 
the moſt firmly eſtabliſhed in their ſeats, and enjoyed 
the inſigniſicance of thoſe who aſpire to become ob- 
jetts of importance. A man of ability and wit, 
poſſeſſing thoſe endowments which render him an 
amiable companion in his old age; but yet a bad 
miniſter from his inactivity. As our deſign is to 
ſpeak leſs of miniſters than of their ſuperiors, this old 
man will be only mentioned occaſionally, as he en- 


Joys, at the ſame time, the confidence of the king, 


the queen, and their brothers and fitters; becauſe he 
laughs at and comments on every thing, and, pro- 


vided 
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vided his digeſtion be good, is always content with 


the buffonery of that fooliſh fellow Beaumarchais, 


who was paid ſo much per night for exhibiting be- 


hind the chairs of the Count and Counteſs of Mau- 

repas. | us | 

The king was then a perfect nullity, both in mind 
and body. The Count of Provence too was accuſed 
and convicted of a defect equally fatal, which en- 
raged his wife, particularly when ſhe contraſts her 
ov ſterility 524 the queen's pregnancy, although 
ſhe had had recourſe to the ſame means for removing 


it as Antoinette. The Count is vain, imperious, ſubtle, 


mggardly, and deſtitute of wit; his conſlitution 
weak, and his genius confined. He talks, merely 
by dint of memory, on every ſubject, without inveſti · 
gating any one; he ſhuts himſelf up in his ſtudy, that 
he may be.thought to devote his time to reading and 
to the acquiſition of uſeful knowledge; but he is 
only trifling away his time in making a critical jour- 
nal of the events of the monarchy, and of what he 
hears from his paraſites, who bring him the news of 
the town and the court: he often ſpends whole hours 
in admiring his diamonds, of which he is remarkably 
fond; theſe he buys like an uſurer, and hoards as a 
miſer does his gold, for the purpoſe of proſtrating 
himſelf before them. Before he was married, he 
was deemed a man of gallantry, and appeared to fol- 
low, in tkis reſpett, the example of bis anceſtors. 
But ſince marriage he ſeems to have contratted the 


ſame contemptuous air towards his wife, which ſhe 


diſplayed to all who attend her; he frequents the ſo- 
ciety of women no longer, but for the pleaſure of 
ridiculing them; he no longer ſpeaks of them, but 
for the Eke of making obſcene remarks, of which 


he is paſſionately fond. It is notorious that he keeps 
Mrs. Terrage, wife to a clerk of the Treaſury; but 
for what purpoſe he keeps her, nor what uſe he makes 

ol her, no one can conceive. 2 
The Count of Artois, the leaſt aukward of the 
ED three, 
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three, has a face that would appear handſome, if his 
mouth was not always open, which gives him a ſimple 
air, that accords perfectly with his converſation. He 
is well made, and graceful, but blunt, imperious, and 
paſſionate; never ſpeaking in the company of wo- 
men, but to excite their bluſhes by his obſcenity ; 
and, in the company of men, but to make ſome bru- 
tal remark, which frequently produces an adequate 
reply. This prince only loves women, play, and 
wine —that is, at the ſame time, he is addicted to 
debaucheries of every kind, which he enjoys in the 

company of his worthy friend the Duke of Chartres, 
the moſt baſe and ſtupid of all the princes of the 
blood, who unites in his diſguſting perſon every poſ- 
ſible vice—a ſharper, a miſer, a drunkard; a ſtranger 
to decency and virtue; a diſgrace to his family, and 
an object of execration to the whole nation. The 
Count of Artois's houſhold 1s compoſed of people of 
his own ſtamp; the Prince of Henin, captain of 
his guards, is truly worthy of the honourable office 
of pimp and catamite, in which he is daily employed 
by his patron. This gentleman was formerly maitre 
d'hotel and purſe-keeper to Sophia Arnauld, firſt 
ſinger at the opera, and the firſt ?r:bade® of the age. 

Antoinette at firſt ſeemed to attach herſelf to the 
Count of Artois ; but of that attachment we ſhall 
have occaſion to ſpeak hereafter. She began, by 
baniſhing from court all kind of etiquette, and ſub- 
ſtituting the moſt open liberty, in the place of that 
awful ceremony which had been eſtabliſhed by the 
late queen, and which, by the bye, was the only good 
thing which that princeſs ever did in her life. She 
ſoon became tired of the impotent careſſes of her 
huſband, and, as much from natural inclination, as 
for the purpoſe of deception, gave way to the im- 
paſſioned and licentious careſſes of her woman. She 
had long formed the deſign of giving an heir to the 


» 
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throne; that, indeed, was the chief aim of thoſe in- 
ſtructions which ſhe had received from the knowing 
empreſs, her mother, previous to her departure from 
Vienna. She ſuffered her auguſt huſband to exhauſt 
all his endeavours for this purpoſe, which were equally 
ſhert and ineffectual. It was therefore neceſſary to 
have recourſe to a lover; ſhe would not, however, 
employ a mere nachine for procreation ; the wiſhed 


for a handſome, amiable man, who, to powerful fa- 
culties, united a certain degree of conſequence; 


fince, in that caſe, if the matter ſhould be diſcovered, 
her reputation would not be wholly deſtroyed. 
Not daring to truſt to herſelf in an object of ſuch 
importance, Antoinette diſpatched a private courier 
to Vienna, for ſhe could not place implicit conſi- 
dence in General Merci, with whom, too, a long 
conference might excite ſuſpicion. The courier re- 
turned, and brought the berge, anſwer from the 
Oracle, which we have tranſcribed verbatim : My 


dear child, ſince you have a paſſion for women, you 


muſt certainly gratify it; but be conſtant, diſcreet, 
and moderate in your amouurs.—Conſtancy protects 
reputation; and diſcretion and moderation are eſſen- 
tial to the preſervation of health—as nothing ſpoils 
the perſon, and hurts the conſtitution, fo ſoon as an 
intercourſe of this nature. Your huſband 1s unable 
to make you a mother, and ever will remain fo;— 
it is doubtleſs a great evil, ſince a ſterile queen is 
equally deſtitute of conſequence and ſupport, You 
muſt therefore follow my example, and take a ſub- 
ſtitute. Let your choice be directed by the ſame 
conſiderations which induced me to fix mine on 
Prince Charles—let the ſubjett of it be tall, young, 
handfotne, and, above all, vigorous ; ſele& him from 
among thofe courtiers who are ever neareſt your 
perſon. Let what will happen then, you will have 
nothing to fear—Your lover will be an additional 
protector to you; in which you will be more fortu- 
nate than I was; as all the world were acquainted 


with 


LY 
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with my gallantry, and with its effects. Vour's may 
be eaſily concealed beneath your paſſion for your 
own ſex; but, let me again repeat Take care of 
your health!“ This advice, with the exception of 
conſtancy and diſcretion, was ſtrictly adhered to, 
and every thing happened as the Oracle had fore- 
told. | 2 

The Ducheſs of Pequiguy was the firſt who was 
honoured with the friendſhip and intimacy of An- 

. toinette. She amuſed her, a long time, by her own 
bon-mots and witty fallies; particularly by her con- 
tinual ſarcaſms on Du Barry, who was a conſtant 
object of ridicule to the whole family; but this talent 
exciting the apprehenſions of her companions, made 
her many enemies, who contrived to promote her 
diſgrace. | 13 „ 

The late Duke of Vauguyon, the mortal enemy 
to the Duke of Choiſeul, againſt whom he had de- 
clared open war, was ſeeking, at this period, to 
ſtrengthen his tottering party. He imagined, that if 
he could contrive to place his daughter- in- law, the 
Ducheſs of Saint Maigrin, in the bed of Antoinette, 
ſhe might promote his deſigns againſt his enemy, and 
obtain for herſelf the place of tire-woinan. This 
duchels, one of the moſt beautiful women of the 
court, was highly worthy to enjoy the poſt of favou- 
rite, wliich ſhe ſpeedily acquired; but though ſhe 
gave the molt perfect ſatisfaction in thoſe amorous 
exploits to which ſhe was deſtined by her laſcivious 
miſtreſs, her reign was ſhort. A want of political 
genius led her to ſpare the Counteſs Du Barry - not 
that ſhe viſited her, but ſhe forbore to calumniate her 
in private, or to inſult her in public her deſign be- 
ing to keep two ſtrings to her bow; but, between 
two ſtools— the proverb is well known. Syufhce it 
to ſay, this prudence was diſapproved of, and the new 
lover, in conſequence, divorced. 

To her ſucceeded the Ducheſs of Coſſe, who was 
made tire-woman, at Antoinette's requeſt to the king; 


C | which 


- 


14 " * HISTORY OF | ; 
„ e . | 
which was accompanied by a particular ſupplication, U Pe 
; o 8 . tion. 
that her late lover might be excluded from this poſt. 


The third miſtreſs would have experienced more fa. 3 
vour and conſtancy than either of her predeceſfors, if W Th. 
her ſeriovs diſpoſition would have permitted her to . - 
conſult, ſomewhat more than ſhe did, Antoinette's Wolf 
taſle for vicious pleaſures. Their connection finiſhed . 
with the year. 355 EET 
Until the death of Lows, this partiality to women ak A 
only tended to ſhew the ſtrength of Antoinette's paſ. W alwav 
ſions, which might have been gratified more naturally ane, 
by the other ſex. She ſeemed, for a moment to caſt ps 
her eyes on the Count of Artois ; but, it is aſſerted, nei 


that this prince, who, in other reſpetts ſeldom dil. I ingiſe 
plays any reflection, was prudent enough not to run I ot che 
the nſk of giving himſelf a maſter. Either from 


this motive, or from the licentious life he now led, 8 
nothing further occurred between theſe relations, ¶ heart 
than ſome notturnal excurſions, and harmleſs ſports, ¶ her h. 
of a nature too innocent to ſatisfy the ardent Antoi- al 
nette. | | | | | contig 

During this interval, the Marchioneſs of Mailly comp 
occupied the ſeat of confidence and intimacy; ſhe N whiel 


made one in all the parties and councils of the queen, i; 
to whom-ſhe ſerved as a ſpy, and to whom ſhe re- rying 
- tailed all the anecdotes of the court. At length, 


g c 
Count Dilon (ſurnamed the Handſome) returned to Rog 
court, where he had formerly lived in the capacity of ing fl 
a page, and drew all eyes upon him; the queen was Niened 


not the laſt to receive the impreſſion, and her ad- Hof a, 
vances, as might naturally be ſuppoſed, obtained the 


preference. Dilon, on his part, exerted his utmoſt 135 
efforis to pleaſe, and ſucceeded in the attempt. Silly I nent 
and unamiable, with nearly a worn out conſtitution I him: 
Eſuch was the man who became the hero of the I nate 

day -a hero, who is a man only in appearance, and I but it 


who knows of honour. nothing but the name. At $4... 
Spa he was threatened with a caning in the preſence | 
of the King of Sweden, and meanly apologized 0 

5 | | - —:- CO 


MARIE ANTOINETTE. 15 


the perſon who promiſed him this wholſome correc- . 


tion. Like that Dilon who reſided at Bruxelles, his 
whole merit conſiſts in a handſome perſon, a pol- 
luted mind, and a cowardly heart. 1 


The artful Antoinette ſoon found the means of 


inſinuating her favourite into the good graces of her 
fooliſh huſband, who honoured him with peculiar 
marks of friendſhip and eſteem; at all their card 
parties, the king was Dilon's banker, and ſupplied 
him with money to play with the queen. Tre count 
always loſt: but though his majeſty was not more 
generous than the reſt of the Bourbons, this circum- 
{ance ſeldom diſpleaſed him. In ſhort, the con- 
neftion appeared to him not 1mproper, till a marked 
indiſcretion excited his fears. The queen, at one 
of thoſe balls which ſhe frequently gave at the palace, 
and at which ſhe ſeldom 9 with any one but 
Dilon, pretended to have a violent palpitation at her 
heart, and flinging herſelf down on a ſofa, begged. 
her huſband would apply his hand to the part affect- 


ed, which he accordingly did; ſhe next deſired the 


count to do the ſame, and he was bold enough to 


comply, by placing his hand on her bare boſom, 
e 


which ſtrongly roſe beneath the preſſure, beating 
with fterce deſite. The king thinking this was car- 
rying the joke rather too far, his countenance began 
to lower; but a few kind expreſſions from his wife, 
accompanied by a fond embrace, diſpelled the gather- 
ing ſtorm, and reſcued her gallant from the threa- 


tened danger. Dilon continued to enjoy the charms 


of Antoinette, and the king again ſunk into his ulual 
ſtate of ſtupidity. | 


But Dilon was at lens 


oth obliged 60 join his regi- 


ment, notwithſtanding the queen's efforts to retain 


him; ſhe had uſed her utmoſt intereſt with the obſti- 
nate De Muy for obtaining a farther leave of abſence, 


but in vain. The ſeparation was affefting on both 


bdes; but the Princeſs of Guemenee ſoon dried up 
N ö C 2 the 
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the tears of Antoinette; and Dilon conſoled himfelf 
tor her lofs, in the arms of a chambermaid. 
Antoinette's love for the vigorous and wanton 
Guemenee was ſo powerful, as to make the beſt. 
informed courtiers imagine that her reign would 
Prove long. Their rendezvous followed each other 
with aſtoniſhing rapidity ; they were frequently ſhut 
up together for two hours at a time; it ſeemed im. 
poſſible to calm the violence of their defi:es; for, 
even in public, and in preſence of the female do- 
meſtics, they careſſed each other in the moſt laſci. 
| vious manner. But Dilon's return from his regi- 
ment procured the diſmiſſion of his female rival, 
which he repayed by more ſubſtantial joys. _ 
The winter of this year was ſignalized by amuſe- 
ments of every kind; balls, plays, ſuppers, and dra. 
- matic exhibitions, furniſhed continual occupation for 
the royal family, and all who attended them. As 
foon as it tranſpired that the queen had no averſion 
to the male ſex, all the noblemen of the court aſpired 
to obtain her. The inſipid Marquis of Laval, at one 


time, believed himſelf the favoured object; but her 


majeſty only encouraged his hopes, that ſne might 
fix her affettions elſewhere, with leſs danger of dif. 
covery. Dilon til] appeared in the liſts; but expe- 

rience had taught the queen the neceſſity of a better 


champion. This was the ſeaſon for intrigue; and 


fo litile regard was paid to decency in her conduct, 
during that winter, that the prudes of the court thought 
themſelves juitified in mentioning the ſubjett to her, 
The Princeſs of Marſan, who knew nothing of 
love but its pains, and who ſtill lamented the lols of 
a favoured lover, killed during the campaign of 1744; 
as well as the Counteſs of Maurepas, the reſpettable 
object of the Abbe de Very's affettion, ventured to 
remonſtrate with Antoinette, who liſtened to them 
with ſeeming attention, but, as was to be expected, 
diſregarded their advice, | 4 
: : | t 
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At length Antoinette's wiſhes were crowned with 


ſucceſs; by giving a looſe openly to her inclinations 


in one reſpect, ſhe imagined ſhe had effectually con- 
cealed the real obje& of her purſuits; ſhe now be- 
came pregnant: an event which ſupphed ample mat- 


ter for converſation, as the whole court ſeemed to 


think themſelves interefled in it. The Count and 
Counteſs of Artois thought the joke a bad one; in 


ſhort, every one reaſoned upon it according to his 


feelings or caprice, and poor Antoinette was abuſed 
on all ſides. e 0 
This pregnancy was traced back, with a malicious 
preciſion of curioſity, to the balls and feſtivals that 
were given during her brother's viſit to the Court of 
France, The females whom Antoinette had enjoyed, 


felt themſelves particularly offended; having thought 


her ſolely attached to her own ſex, they could not 
ealily forgive this inſtance of inconſtancy. The hero 
of ſuch a glorious exploit was ſoon diſcovered; and 
the Duke of Coigny was univerſally regarded as the 
bappy man. This amiable nobleman, who was bleſt 
with a handſome perſon, with manners the moft inſi- 
nuating, an advantageous mien, eyes that were elo- 
quent, and with health totally different, in all reſpects, 
from that of the exhauſted Dilon, had for ſome ume 
attracted Antoinette's attention. His extreme cir- 
cumſpection would have totally prevented any ill 


effects from the gratification of her paſſion, had not 


her own imprudence rendered it public. The place, 
the hour, the very moment of conception was known. 
A maſquerade at the Opera-houſe' was recolletted, 
at which the queen appeared in a long grey cloak; 
accompanied by her women, who wore the very ſame 
dilguiſe. The Duke was alone in one of the upper 
boxes; Antoinette gave her companions the flip, 
and ran to the place of rendezvous. She had not 
been gone long ere ſhe was nufſcd, when her women, 
alarmed,,went in ſearch of her, and met her coming 
out ol the box, in ſuch violent agitation, from the 
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exerciſe ſhe had juſt undergone, that ſhe almoſt 
fainted away on the ſtair-caſe. A woman, who was 
preſent, marked the circumſtances on her tabfets, 
which were ſpeedily circulated among her acquain- 
tance; and, in a ſhort time, the circumſtance was 
written in every pocket-book about court. The 
Princeſs of Guemenee, deemed herſelf the moſt in- 


| Tulted, becauſe the moſt recently poſſeſſed by her, 


commented with ſuch freedom on the ſubject, that 


he fell into diſgrace, was baniſhed from court, and 


was ſucceeded in her poſt of gouvernante, by the 
Princeſs of Marſan. , : 

The queen either regarded her intrigues with the 
men as an act of neceſſity, or elſe purſued them 


from mere caprice. She could not ſatisfy her burn- 


ing deſires, without having the object that gave riſe 
to them perpetually with her; wherefore ſhe deter- 
mined always to have a woman: with whom ſhe 


could live in habits of the ſtricteſt intimacy. The 


Princeſs of Lamballe had long been her friend, but 
ſhe was not initiated into her amorous myſteries till 
after her fracas with Guemenee. The Ducheſs of 


Noailles was no ſooner wo about the perſon of 
t 


Antoinette than her miſtreſs conceived a diflike to 


— 


her, which was not at all ſurpriſing. The conſe- 


quence was, that the ducheſs experienced the harſheſt 


treatinent—but what could diſhearten the family of 
Noailles? Inſenſible to mortification, and callous to 
inſult, nothing could ſtop them when in the purſuit 
of intereſt. Mrs. Etiquette, adhering to this ſyſtem, 
was reſolved not to reſign her place ; and decency 
forbade her expulſion, without ſome expreſs fault. A 
Friend of the family good-naturedly adviſed Antoi- 


mette to create a new poſt in her houſhold, which 


might reduce that of the ducheſs to a mere nullity in 

oint of emolument and honour. For this purpofe 
the poſt of ſuperintendant of the houſhold was cre- 
ated; and, in order to mortify the firſt lady of honour 
the more ſenſibly, it was reſolved to give it to ſome 
Tt: 5 woman 
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woman of ſuperior rank and birth. The Princeſs of 
Lamballe was the perſon fixed on. Loung, lovely, 
with an elegant form, and a handſome face, ſhe was 
exempt from paſſions herſelf, though poſſeſſed of 
all the charms which could inſpire them. This laſt 
qualification was ſufficient to ſecure the favour of 
her miſtreſs, who accordingly reſolved to exert her- 
ſelf to the utmoſt for her. Dn hs tens 

De Turgot was ſo pag as to oppole the addi. 
tional expence propoſed to be incurred by the 
queen in the department of her houſhold ; and his 
oppoſition loſt him his place. The diſcontents of 
her majeſty were ſpeedily diffuſed over the whole 
palace, and ſeemed to authorize the complaints of 
the women againſt a miniſter, who, beſides many 
other defects, was known to have no partiality for 
the fair ſex. This cabal was joined by all the other 
enemies of Turgot—by men, who, as well from a 
natural love of change, as from motives of intereſt, 
did not like to ſee miniſters remain long in place. 
Antoinette, exerting the authority ſhe maintained 
over her huſband, procured his diſmiſſion, and the 
promotion of her favourite to the appointment ſhe 
bad deſtined for her, with a ſalary of about ſeventeen 
thouſand pounds ſterling per annum. Her reign 
laſted till after the queen's delivery, when, being 
eclipſed by the Coignys, ſhe prudently withdrew from 
embraces, whoſe extreme ardour was incapable of 
affording her the ſmalleſt gratification. Humiliated, 
| however, by the unworthineſs of thoſe who were 
appointed to ſucceed her, and placing too much re- 
liance on the extent of her cet ſhe complained of 
Antoinette's neglect of her to the king himſelf; who, 
inſtead of anſwering her, burſt into a vacant laugh, 
then ran off to his forge, in order to finiſh a pad- 
lock he had begun the night before, and which was 
wanted mea The haughty Savoyard did 
not ſtop there, but applied to her Wrede father- 
in- law, who being endued with äs much ſenſe as 
VS 4416: tf S310 ts BN CORSDL 10! Told 4 GT 
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generally falls to the ſhare of devotees, ran to the 
curate of the pariſh; and the worthy paſtor promiſed 


to mention the matter to the king the firſt time he 


came to confeſſion. But as the ſecrets of confeſſion 
can never be divulged, we cannot pretend to ſay what 


paſſed on that occafion ; we only know, that the 


queen's indifference for the princefs daily augment- 


ed, though ſhe continued to diſcharge the duties of 
her office with equal pride and dignity. 


In the mean time, Antoinette's pregnancy ad- 


vanced; and though the real author of it was well 


known, ſeveral other fathers were aſſigned to this 


much. deſired offsprin % The king was the only 
perſon in the court who remained in doubt on the 


ſubjeR, and conferred on himſelf the honours of 
paternity ; the beſt-natured of huſbands, the humble 
Jord of the caſtle of Verſailles, picqued himſelf on 
the laurels he had thus acquired in the conjugal 
Held, while all his courtiers, to whom the truth was 
known, applauded the ſtupidity of the pretended 
father. Damade; expert in intrigues, and fully ac- 
quainted with thoſe of her ſiſter- in- law, had made her 
huſband as wiſe as herſelf; and this ſtudious prince 
inſerted the curious account in his Annals of the 
reign of his illuſtrious brother, which contain an 
exact relation, of all his domeſtic affairs, even of every 
thing which paſſed at his forge ; which certaully is 
not that of Vulcan, as he did not employ it ſor the 
fabrication of nets to catch the lovers of his. wile, by 
taking them in the very fatt, This erudite pro- 
.duftion, of the moſt learned prince of the, ape, will 


one day become the chief ornament. of his library, 


ledge. „„ PI WW 9g 
© Antoinette's lying-in was long and painful, at one 
time her life was in imminent danger; but her mid- 
*wife, who paſſed for a blockhead. preſerved it by 


as it now ſerves for a proof of his talents and know- 


'bleeding her, againſt the opinion of the faculty, Her 


lovers and her miſtrelſes were all in a Tate of ſuſ- 
an ik: Ou, penſe. 
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penſe. Dilon was at ſome diſtance; Coigny ſcarcely 
ſhowed his face; and Laval had been ſent out of the 
way ;—theſe three courtiers ſhuddered at the thoughts 
of that happineſs which might be productive of the 
moſt fatal effects. Coigny, whom the people con- 
ſidered as the real father, had, more than once, chang- 
ed colour, when witneſſing thoſe ridiculous effuſions 
of joy which the monarch diſplayed on fondling, his 
new-born offspring; then, anxious to imitate Henry 
the Fourth (that reſpettable hero whom he flattered 
himſelf he reſembled, becauſe the ſtupid public, in a 
moment of madneſs and adulation, made the abſurd 
compariſon) ſhewed it to the aſſembly with an air of 
exultation ; and, addreſſing himſelf to the preſident 
of the parliament, joy fully exclaimed, © Look at me, 
Sir, and inform me whether this girl is not mine?“ 

On the queen's recovery, the amuſements of Ver- 
ſailles were changed from balls and plays to peram« 
bulations, and particularly to nocturnal excurſions. 
As the fine weather came on, they aſſembled, at the 
approach of night, on the ſouthern terrace of the 
caſtle. The whole town was preſent, women of 
every claſs partook of theſe diverſions, and joined 
in one general ſcene of debauchery, No diſtinctions 
were enforced; the higheſt mixed indiſcriminately 
with the loweſt, and all was obſcurity. At length 
they began to diſguiſe themſelves ; the queen, her 
two brothers-in-law, and their paraſites, frequented 
the terrace, and viſited the bowers; the women were 
entirely concealed beneath long cloaks, and the 
men wore great coats, and large hats ſlouched over 
their faces: they walked together for a while, then 
ſeparated—and all went right in the beſt of all poſ. 
ſible worlds, 8 

The ſcene was heightened. by the muſic of the 
guards, who. played the molt laſcivious tunes, for 
two hours fogether, beneath the windows of the caſ- 
. tle, Biron, their commander, never ſuffered any 
opportunity of diſplaying his ſervility to eſcape £ that 
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hero of the opera, who lent his ſoldiers out to fight 


with the buffoons of the ſtage, becauſe he partook of 
the fruits of their labour; who degraded his pro- 


feſſion by ſuch a proſtitution ; who fold the vacant 


commiſſions of his corps to the higheſt bidder, and 


the moſt wealthy candidate, a corps in which the 


marquis was ranked with the tradeſman; and the 


fons of bankers placed on a level with earls and 
ennobled cits ; that Biron, in ſhort, who was fit for 
nothing but to regulate a proceſhon of hackney 


.. coaches, was the beſt informed of all the courtiers, 


TH re: every thing which paſſed during theſe 
excurſions, by means of his centinels, whom 
he employed as ſpies; and the uſe he made of his 
information was fuch as rendered his ſecrecy pro- 
fitable to him. » 


_- Antoinette's anxious ſearch of adventures, and 


her ſucceſs in meeting with them, are equally ſur- 
prifing. An officer of the body-guard meeting her, 
and not knowing her in her diſguiſe, took her by 
the arm, and led her to a receſs : on the way his lan- 


- guage was ſuch as the fierceſt deſire naturally dic- 
tated; and, finding it not ill received, the moment 
they arrived at the deſtined ſpot, he prepared for 


that conflict which he juſtly thought his fair adver- 
ſary had no objection to ſuſtain; one hand had 
already preſſed her bare and throbbing boſom, and 
the other, more enterptizing, was rapidly advancing 
in queſt of hidden charms, when a ſudden impulſe of 


- Prudence, in the boſom of Antoinette, checked- the 


violent emotions of paſſion, and, deeming the place 
unfit for thoſe hallowed rites which ſhe never cele- 
brated but with the moſt enthuſiaſtic 'ardour, ſhe 


_ extricated herſelf from the diſappointed hero, and 


ruſhed from the bower. Her fears were well found- 
ed; for che officer was noticed, and the next day 
received orders to retire to his eſtate in Normandy, 
and never more to appear at court. 


Soon after this, Antoinette, alternately led ay 
3 ; ; | 1 Y 
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by her paſſion for women, and her deſire of 1 
II, 


children, met a woman on the terrace, who was ta 
well ſhaped, and had ſome appearance of elegance. 
She immediateiy accoſted her; and the other, miſ- 
taking her for one of her friends, took her by the 
arm, and as they walked along, entered into con- 
verſation on the ladies of the court, not forgetting 
the queen herſelf, whoſe character ſhe touched on, 
though but ſlightly. Antoinette, pleaſed with her 
appearance and wit, conceived a paſſion for her, and 
appointed a mecting, at the ſame hour, the next day. 
When ſhe left her, ſhe ordered her to be watched 
home, that ſhe might be-informed who ſhe was; but 
what were her mortification and fſurpiiſe, when ſhe 
learned that the captivating beauty (the thought of 
whoſe charms had kept her awake the whole night, 
and with whom ſhe had promiſed herſelf the, enjoy- 
ment of pleaſures unknown to the reſt of her ſex) 
was no other than the dirty, ugly, diſguſting Manon 
Luoſtenau, who had ten years been married to a 
nephew of the curate of the pariſh, named Deſons, 
who having got her with child firſt, was for that act 
Forced to eſpouſe her! This unfortunate woman 
was punctual to her appointment, but the reception 
ſhe experienced ſoon convinced her ſhe had been 
miſtaken for another. Though the adventure did 
not redound much to the honour of Mrs. Deſons, 
her proneneſs to loquacity led her to divulge it; 
and it was from her own mouth that the author of 
this work received the anecdote. „ 
Antoinette, another time, accoſted a young man, 
who appeared to her, by the light of the moon, to 
have a good perſon; nor was ſhe now deceived, The 
youth in queſlion was a true child of Love, and beau- 
teous as his parent ; he had juſt obtained the place of 
a clerk in the War Office, through the intereſt of a 
counteſs, who was his mother, but who his father 
was always remained in doubt. Full of mildneſs 
and ſenſibility, baſhful and timid, he was far from 
Ou | 97 > 0 


FLY 


- HISTORY OY 


24 
gueſſing at the rank of the perſon with whom he had 
the honour of ſpeaking. Antoinette having queſ- 
tioned him for ſome time as to the ſtate of his heart, 
was enraptured with the ingenuouſneſs of his an- 
; Twers; ſhe ſtroked his chin, and found it clad with 
the ſoft down of early virility, The ſmoothneſs of 
his ſkin convinced her that he was rapidly approach- 
ing to manhood; and her ideas were ſoon confirmed 
by his confeſſion, that he was but in his eighteenth 
year, and had, as yet known nothing of love but the 
-name. Notwithſtanding the 3 and embar- 
raſſment of his new Adonis, he diſplayed a certain 
3 of wit in his converſation. In ſhort, his face, 
his ſhape, and even the tone of his voice, having 
captivated the queen, and made the moſt violent 
impreſſion on her heart, ſhe left him, without mak- 
ing herfelf known, and appointed a meeting for the 
following day. „ 

It is well known that love and ſleep are moſtly at 
variance. The ſame paſſion which had made a ra- 
pid progreſs beneath the gilded roof of Antoinette's 
palace, * purſued our youth into his humble re- 
tirement. The adventure, at firſt, had only excited 
aſtoniſhment in his mind, but it very ſoon raiſed the 
warmeſt ſenſations in his boſom. Youth and nature 


made him now perceive, that he had hitherto exiſted = 


in a ſtate of nullity, for which he was not deſigned, 
or rather, that he had not yet exiſted at all. He 
did not cloſe his eyes during the whole night. The 
next day appeared an age to him ;—diſtrathon, en- 
nui, diſcouragement, and a kind of uneaſineſs, which 
he had never before experienced, took poſſeſſion of 
his ſenſes, and abſorbed all his ideas, till the happy 
moment arrived when he ſet out to meet the object 
ho had occaſioned all his anxiety. The ſame ſen- 
ſations occupied Antoinette with the exception of 
enjoy ment the delights of which the was well ac- 
quainted with; but which only ſerved to increaſe 
her impatience. She firſt took proper means for 
N learning 
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learning who this hero was, and the information ſhe 


obtained determined her to take advantage of the 


happy opportunity which Love' had procured her. 


* 


The nece' ary, arrangements were accordingly made 
i 


—with the affiſtance of her vatet-de-chambre'Cam- 
pan, the confidant of her pleafures, a man well. 
Fitted in the interpretation of wiſhes and Hhalf- 
uttered fentences, and who was careful to manage 


matters agreeably to the will of his amorous and 


impatient miftrefs. Log ED £65. 
It has not been determined which of the lovers 
arrived firſt at the place of rendezvous when they 


met, a mutual exclamation of joy was heard, and 


they impetuouſly ruſhed into each other's arms; 
Their expreſſions were interrupted by ſighs, theit 
lips glued together; and they mutually vowed love, 
even before a declaration had taken pn Antoi- 
nette, to whom the ſmalleſt delay mi t have proved 
equally dangerous and prejudicial, led her lover to a 


private receſs, voluptuouſly prepared for their recep- 


tion by the accommodating Campan. She there 
pare full ſcope to her defires, inſtrutted her young 
ero in all the arts of ſenſuality, and received the fi 


fruits of his manhood, as the reward of her care. 


His extreme eagerneſs, notwithſtanding Antoinette's 
efforts to direct his attacks, cauſed her a momentary 
diſappointment ; the powerful emotions, excited by 
the novelty of our young ' hero's fitnation—and 
wound up as he was by the enrapturing /igure before 
him —occaſioned too precipitately the yielding that 
tribute which the lover cannot refuſe when overcome 


by the ſoft impulſe of deſire. Inftead, however, of 
Fg the fire, it only ſerved to augment the 


ame, which now raged with ungovernable fury; 
and, before Antoinette could lament the recent loſs 


which her lover's ardour had produced, he recom- 


menced his endearments, and conducted himſelf wit 
ſuch forcible propriety, that at length even ker qe 
tes were fully ſatisfied, : 
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They now joined the company. The trembling 
lover ſtood in need of encouragement; and the fond 
Antoinette beſtowed it with fuch adroitneſs, as ſoon 
\di{Þpated his fears, and put it in his power to anſwer 
her numerous queſtions. Intrigue, now uſurped the 
place of love. Antoinette had long been anxious 
to procure the diſmiſſion of the Secretary at War; 
ſhe queſtioned her lover with regard to him, and to 
his miſtreſs, La Renard; enquired into the nature of 
thoſe frequent orgies, the effeAs of which always 
confined that miniſter to his bed for ſeveral days; 
and ſought to, obtain every kind of information Et 
could poſſibly tend to the furtherance of her plan. 
The youth diſplayed great {kill and prudence in his 
_ anſwers; beſides, he Pad been too recently appoint- 
ed to bis place to be initiated into the myſteries of 
the office. Of this ſhe was aware, and therefore 
charged him to be particular in his enquiries, and 
to make her acquainted with the reſult. It was 
neceſſary, before they parted, to adopt ſome mode 
of meeting in future, as the adventure of the bower 
might be attended with danger to the new Adonis, 
Campan was conſulted; 5. this ingenious pander 
conceived the idea of employing bim as a copyiſt of 
muſic for the queen. He promiſed to be their only 
meſſenger, and gave them ample inſtructions for the 
compoſition of a new ſpecies of muſic; which was 
intelligible only to thoſe who were furniſhed with a 
OO CE a Ns e ot TTY 

During theſe amuſements, the Count and Coun- 
teſs of Artois did not remain idle ſpettators. It was 
then that Monſieur formed his connethon with. De 

Terrage; aud, upon the happy turfs of Verſailles, 
- forfook his grandeur for the crook of the ſhepherd 
_Thyifts—waich . was; the name by which he was 


TH Ms 


known on the Terrace. ; 


Equally inconſtant to her lovers and her miſtreſſes, | 
it was not long before Antoinette diſmiſſed the Duke 
of Coigny. She juſtified her, POR SORTS 
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by a multitude- of reaſons; but people talked ſo 
openly and ſo loudly on the matter, that it was: feared 
the king might be led to the adoption of ſome violent 
meaſure. The phyſical certainty of this connection 
had furniſhed irrefiſtible proofs againſtahe queen, 
who began to be alarmed for the conſequences: What 
made moſt againſt the duke was, that the queen had 
only produced a daughter, which was not her object; 
her wiſhes were yet unfulfilled, as was the motive 
which urged her to hazard fo dangerous a ſtep. The 
duke was diſgraced; and the queen—though ſhe 
continued the connection ſhe had formed in the re- 
ceſs returned to her natural taſte for her own ſex. 
The Princeſs of Lamballe was ſucceeded by De 
Polignac—whto was called the Counteſs Jule. This 
paſſion had no example, in point of ardour and du- 
ration, except in that of Louis for Pompadour: 
like her, the counteſs coſt the kingdom immenſe 
ſums. Pompadour had her lovers; Jule lives pub- 
licly with the Count of Vaudreuil ®, and, what is 
ſingular, he was as well received by the king and 
deen as by the counteſs herſelf. The former par- 
Sued her auguſt lover his occaſional inconſtancy, 
and even became the pander of his pleaſures. The 
latter was equally - favourable to Antoinette, for 
whom ſhe recently procured the pretty Laborde, 
(wife to the king's old valet-de-chambre)- who was 
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* Fortune decreed this lady ſhould be ravihed. By nature 
careleſs and indolent, ſhe never would have aſpired to the 
conqueſt of a queen, if that queen had not ſought her. She 
was one of thoſe who prefer peace to virtue, and ſubmit to 
avoid the trouble of reſiſtance. Cait into the yortex of the 
world, loaded with the bounty of Kings, aſſailed, by the im- 
portunity of ſuitors, and overwhelmed..with favour, ſhe had 
often lamented- the cruelty of her fate.  Vaudreuil- pleaſed 
her, becauſe, inſtead of requiring her affection, he-perſuaded 
her that he loved her. He poſſeſſed neither the ſuperiority 
which humiliates, nor the mediocrity Wh h alarms. A 
ſound underſtanding, and a knowledge of the world, ſupplied 
the want of thoſe qualifications which are deemed eſſential to- 
ſecure diſtinction with the fair. N - 
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repeating her leſſons wit! 
always at hand to adminiſter to her wants. 
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appointed reader to the queen. Pompadour ſold 
NEE benefices, biſhoprics, &c. and kept a regular 


office, and a head; clerk, for that purpoſe. Jule did 


the. fame; Vaudreuil ated as her miniſter. The 
6: decorated: her. brother with a blue ribband, and 
enriched; her ſamily; the latter is not leſs induſſri- 
ous in the diſtribution of honours. and riches: ſhe 
began with her hyſband, whom ſhe had made a 
1 her daughter had juſt married the ſon of the 


ducheſs of, Grammont; wealth and favour were the 


harbingers of this union; and her ſon-in-law. had 
been created: a duke, and obtained a commiſſion in 
the king's guards.— In ſhort, the influence of this 
ſamily was arrived at ſuch an indecent height, that 


to aſk wis to receive; and whoever applied for a 


e any kind, was ſure to encounter them on 
18 TOad. ö . Ne 
. The winter-aſter this nes connection was paſſed, 
like the preceding, in plays, balls, and gaming. The 
ueen, about this time, choſe. Bertin, the milliner, 
or her, agent —a woman equally. ſkilful in intrigue 
with Bertin the miniſter, and, the other Bertin tao, 
though related-to neither, of them—with her ſhe. did 
buſineſs in the ſame: manner as her auguſt huſhand 


tranſacted his with his Miniſters of State. Guimard 
Was another of hen female miniſters, and preſided 


over the depariment of: gauzes and perſonal decora- 
tions ®, The affairs of France would have been in 


* Thie, indeed, was her nominal office, but ſhe had an em- 
ployment far ſuperior. No prieſteſs of Venus was better 
ſkilled in celebrating the rites. of her favourite goddeſs than 
Me. For-thirty years ſhe offered her-devotions-at- that ſhrine 
with ſuch a variety. af objects, and with ſuch fervour and 
aſſiduity, that-ſhe knew more than the generality of her vo- 
taries, The queen made her recite her inexhauſtible ſtock 
of adventures, and relate every thing novel ſhe had learnt 
from her lovers, in the amorous conflict. Warmed by her 
recitals, Antoinette always left ber, in order to practiſe, by 

4 that- crowd of lovers, who were 


a proſperous 
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2 proſperous condition, had the king, her huſband, - 
diſplayed equal abilities in the choice of his miniſters 
as the queen did in the choice of her's; for the 
greateſt ſtateſmen of Europe appeared to a diſad- 
vantage, when compared with theſe female agents. 
The milliner, elated by the royal favour, forgot her 
ſtation; and even her intereſt ; not an article in her 
ſhop could be purchaſed, till her majeſty had ſeen it, 
to whom ſhe vauntingly ſaid, it was her duty to give 
the preference: On theſe occaſions, the tone of 
dignity ſhe aſſumed was ridiculous. Guimard did 
not aſſume ſo much importance; but her ſucceſs was 
not leſs brilliant; for the moſt elegant votary of 
Venus in all Paris was not more charadteriſtically 
dreſſed than Antoinette, under the experienced hands 
of Guimard. 8 . 
It was found expedient to alter their ſummer 

amuſements; thoſe of the Terrace having produced 
ſome diſagreeable circumſtances ; and Antomette 
having heard; beneath her difguiſe, ſome pointed 
animadverſions which terrified and alarmed her. Her 
two brothers-in-law had profited by the occaſiomto 
attempt making new conquelts ; little Beche, and 
others of the ſame ſtamp, had fallen victims of their 
licentiouſnels ; but the huſbands of theſe fair vo- 
luptuaries having found convincing proofs of their 
infidelity, were ſo ill-bred as to keep them at home, 
incurring thereby the cenſure of the whole court. 

Theſe pleaſures, therefore, were changed for ſports 
more innocent and private. They began by for- 
bidding the public to walk in the Park after“ 
ſupper ; they then ordered ſome of the» arbours to 
be dimly lighted; in one of which they erected a 
throne of turf; and played at King, juſt as little girls 
play at ſchool- miſtreſſes. They elected a monarch, 
who held a court, gave audiences, and adminiſtered 
juſtice to his ſubjects, repreſented by the courtiers, | 
the committee, and the king and queen, who ſtripped - 
themſelyes of their xopalty: on theſe 2 
9 = 23 plaints 
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plaints the moſt ſingular were exhibited to the new. 
monarch; and rewards and FP leſs ex. 
traordinary, were diſtributed by him; when, after a 
ſhort time paſſed in theſe frivolous employments, his 
majeſty, who was generally Vaudrevil, took it in his 
head to make marriages. He married the king to a 
woman of the court, and the queen to one of the 
men (though it was remarked that he moſtly took. 
her himſelt) and having coupled the reſt of the com- 
pany in the ſame manner, he made them approach 


the fot of the throne, in pairs, ordering each huf- 


band to take his wife by the hand; and there, with, 
the reſpect due to this new. kind of ſacrament, and 
to the new monarch who acted the ſacerdotal part, 


they. waited for the ſignal, which was DEcAu- 


1 PATIVOS.” The moment it was pronounced, 
each. couple haſtily ran off to one of the arbours, 
while the King of the Turf ordered them not to 
return to the royal ſaloon. before the expiration. of 
two hours; to avoid each other with the utmoſt; care; 
and to go no more than one couple together. Louis, 
was. highly delighted with this amuſement, and 
thought. it very amuſing to be thus dethroned upon 
_ the graſs by Vaudreuil. = 
It was intended that the queen ſhould: go to the 
baths this year, in order to promote a ſecond preg - 
nancy; but the phyſicians were all of opinion that 
the. Decampativos would prove more efhcacious. 
Beſides, M. Neckar, who was not fpnd of journies, 
and dreaded expence, having been conſulted on the 
occaſion, obſerved; that, although the mock, monarch 
af the night coſt the ſtate almoſt as much as if he 


were monarch of the day; it was better ta adhere to 


this ſyſtem, for the purpoſe of procuring an heir to 
che throne, who muſt neceſſarily be a great addi- 


tional expence, wherever, and by whomever, he 


| Was begotten, *© : ky 3 
* + Thele little innocent diverſions, it. was ſaid, 2 
he king: an. inclination 10. attempt rivaling ſome 
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other huſband. He. imparted; his waſh, to one of 
thoſe officious, panders by whom be wasfurrounded; 
and wha, only waited for the ſignaliof- their-maſter's 
deſire, to, procure its inſtant: gratification. He was 
ſpeedily introduced to a femme · de · chambre of Dam- 
mae, a pretty ſimple girl, who was, in all reſpetcts, fit 
for the dirty part ſhe was no to act. She received 
his inſipid carefles; with reſpect; and, as ſhe had no 
paſſions to gratify, he was not diſappointed at the 
teebleneſs- of the attack ſhe. was doomed to ſuſtain. 
The king, on his part, exhibited, on this occaſion, 
the ſame ſpirit, the ſame grace, and the ſame deli- 
cacy, as on every other, His mechanical attempt 
was but juſt finiſhed, when: the company entered: the 
room, and found him: adjuſting; that part of his dreſs 
which was neceſſarily moſt diſcompoſed, and laugh- 
ing in that elegant and agreeable manner ſo eee 
to him, at —— had been making in his con- 
jugal vow. | | 
In the midſt of theſe pleaſures; the Counteſs: Jule 
was brought to bed. As ſoon as this event was an» 
nounced, the court went to paſs a week at La Muette, 
in order that the queen might be nearer to her friend, 
who choſe to lye-· in at Vaudreuil's apartments at 
Baris. There Antoinette attended her with the 
moſt, anxious care; ſcarce ever quitting her bed - ſideʒ 
and taking upon her the office of a nurſe. Thoſe 
who were ignorant of; the: intrigues: af the court, 
thought it ſtrange that the counteſs ſhould; not have 
choſe: the caſtle of Verſailles. as the place of her 
lying · in, ſince it appeared to them more natural that 
e ſhould conſult the queen's convenience, rather 
than her own. But theſe were not aware, that ſuch 
an arrangement would not have been ſo convenient; 
and, that Antoinette's frequent journies to Paris, and 
her viſits to Jule, had an object, which: could not 
have been otherwiſe attained.— Jule has been de. 
 livered of a boy; Vaudreuil therefore knows how to 
get boys, Coigny only gets girls -— Ergo, ergo. 7 * 
A 5 Jule 
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Jule procured me the enjoyment of the little La- 
borde; ſhe will be equally kind with reſpect to Vau- 
dreuil, particularly during her lying - in, when ſhe can 
have no occafion for him; beſides, what will not a 
woman do to preſerve the favour of her lover, and 
her queen ? The reſult of all this will be, that T ſhall 
have a Dauphin. I think I ſhall be no falſe prophet 
—he will reſemble the king as much as the princeſs 
does, whom he ſhows to every body as a perfect 
model of himſelf, and whom he loves ſolely on that 
account.“ Such were the ſecret reflettions of An- 
„„ C3 521 3 8 
While the queen was waiting for the accompliſh- 
ment of her wiſhes, ſhe made the counteſs a preſent 
of three thouſand louis d'ors, towards the expences 
of her lying in; and the king himſelf gave her as 
much. It was alſo the intention of Antoinette to 
preſent. her favourite with the duchy of Maine, a 
trifle worth about ſixty thouſand pounds; but 
Neckar, who was a perfect connoiſſeur in ſuch 
matters, firmly oppoſed it. However, he ſoon per- 
ceived his error, and the diſgrace of Turgot occur- 
ring to his mind; and, having a particular attach- 
ment to his place, from whence the counteſs threat- 
ened his removal, he repaired the effects of his ill. 
timed zeal, by adviſing the queen to make her fa. 
vourite a gift of one hundred and twenty-five thou- 
ſand pounds, in lieu of the duchy in queſtion. 
At length the counteſs having recovered from her 
lying-in, the circumſtances attending the viſits of 
Antoinette, had given riſe to a variety of remarks. 
The Pariſian, accuſtomed to reſpect the dignity of 
his ſovereign, and the ſplendour which diſtinguiſn- 
ed the throne, could not, without indignation, be- 
hold in the favourite that ſhameful” abule of favours 
ſo baſely acquired; and, in the queen, the degrad- 


- * 


ing profanation of royalty. He could not hear, 


without a murmur, of the profuſion diſplayed in 
gratuities to the favourite, to her dependams, ang 
& 4 | | friends, 
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friends, at a time when a diminution of national 
credit, and a burthenſome war, rendered money ſo 
ſcarce, and the means of raiſing: it ſo difficult. 
Such, however, was the aſcendancy. of jule over 
Antoinette, that, being ordered by her phy ſicians to 
confine herſelf to the houſe longer than is uſual on 
ſuch occaſions, the queen had ſeveral apartments 
fitted up for herſelf under the ſame roof, into which 
none were admitted but thoſe who were deſtined, to 
form her court. Even the king was ſeldom per- 
mitted to theſe apartments, but when, ſhe wanted to 
obtain ſomething from him. In this ſele& aſſembly 
the moſt important affairs of government were diſ- 
cuſſed, Peace aud war, matters of revenue, honours. 
and rewards, were there finally decided, and the king 
was only called in to ratify their deciſions, for mere 
form's ſake; ſo certain was the queen of obtaining 
all ſhe choſe: to aſk, Sometimes, indeed; his ma- 
jeſty, aſtoniſhed at the propoſitions. and proceedings 
of this ridicutous groupe, would wiſh, to conſult the 
old count; but he was moſtly prevented, or, if not, 
# word from Antoinette had ſuch effect on that 
ſillanimous miniſter, that he dared. not to thwaxt 
er plans. On theſe occaſions the count was flentu 
and the good King, always regarding ſilence as a 
token, of conſent, joy fully haſted woe, to his wile, 
where, laughing, he gave the required ratificatian, 
Vaudreuil“ and Bezenval were the male, jule 


* Vaudreuil, by hirth a Swiſs, had met with all the ſucceſs 
due to the moſt ſkilful courtier. The Mentor of Segur, the 
creature of Choiſeul, the lover of all young favourites—whe- 
ther male ar female; being equally verſed in the myſteries at 
either worſhip, An amiable Sybanze, fond of good living, and 
of voluptuous paintings, endowed by nature with but a [mall 
portion of- ſenſe, but; poſſeſſed of rather ſuperior talents, ac- 
quired by the force af abſervatian, His perſonal. accompliſt. . 
ments introduced him at court, where he continued, to ſhine 
by the extent of his merit, and to make his way by cheerful- 
neſs and gaiety. He had his ſhare of vices, but knew how to 
conceal them. Beſides, good nature, joined with ſucceſs, has 


irreſiſtible charms, 


and 


C:* 
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and the Ducheſs of Grammont, the female preſidents 
of this curious council, to which Mrs, Deſmiane was 
ſecretary, as being entruſted with the foreign depart. 
ment. It may be thought neceſſary here to give the 
portraits of thoſe beings, who thus diretted'the ſtate, 
and managed the moſt important affairs of govern. 
ment with the fame facility and coolneſs they would 
diſplay in giving orders for ſome trivial decoration 
for their perſons. Frm EEE EE... 
Vaudreuil had no recommendation but the name 
of his father, nor any fortune but what he EEE) 
as Governor of St. Domingo. Fond of political 
intrigues, without ſenſe to comprehend, or {KU to 
direct them; ſacrificing every thing to pleaſure, and 
nothing to buſineſs : while he purſued Fortune with 


alacrity, his worthleſſneſs always induced her to 


un him; but he no ſooner changed his plan, and 
treated her with neglect, than the fickle . goddeſs 
Heaped her favours upon him, and he ſoon became 
the intimate of the king, the queen, and the la- 
JJC de... (pens 
Bezenval was one of thofe whoſe ideas were ſolely 
guided by eircumſlances. An egotift, naturally ſe. 
vere and ambitious, but occaſionally ſupple and 
- grovelling, he had quitted the urbanity of his coun- 
try men, for the intriguing airs of a court. It was he 
who dared to enter the liſts with Count Affry, whoſe 
Pol} he was ambitious to obtain. If he did not mect 
with all the ſucceſs with which his ambitlon flattered 
him, his application, at leaſt, made the 4; a 
Allry experience numberleſs mortifications from the 
Count of Artois, as colonel of the guards—morti- 
fications which the' old ſoldier felt more ſenſibly, as 


Be was conſcious of not deſerving them, and had no 


opportunity ok reſiſting, ſince Antoinette was the 
directreſs of the plan, and the Count of Artois only 
the inſtrument. Bezenval had ever been known to 
accommodate himſelf to the times; at the court of 

Louis xv. he appeared as a debauchee, as a ſervile 
TS | | courtier; 
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courtier; at that of his ſucceſſor, he commenced a 
man of intrigue, flattered the caprice of an inexperi- 
enced. princeſs; deteſted Monſieur and his wife, 


becauſe they were objects of ayerſion to the queen; 
ſoothed the 01 7 Artois (while he deſpiſed his 
wife from a ſimilar motive); inveighed, in inſolent 
terms, againſt all whom intereſt did not lead him to 
commend ;—in ſhort, he was become ſo notorious, 
that he was always diſtinguiſhed at court by the appel- 
lation of Porter of the Queen's Palace of Pleaſure. 

That eternal prater Ademar, was another member. 
of this cabal. He was ambitious, becauſe he had 
been told that he ſhould be ſo. Determined to be 
miniſter at all events, although deſtitute of every ta- 
lent that was requiſite for that purpoſe, equally de- 
void of acquired knowledge as of natural abilities; 
he was unworthy, even, of being appointed ambaſ- 
{ador to the Low Countries, from whence he would 
doubtleſs have been long ſince recalled, but for the in- 
trigues and credit of his wife, who, like the Noailles's, 
ipared no pains to forward the views of her huſband, 
whoſe worth ſhe knew, and for whom ſhe never pro- 
feſſed a violent fondneſs, but when ſhe was at a diſ- 
tance from him. >> ns 
Next on the liſt ſtood the Count of Polignac, who 
was as ſtnpid as one of his predeceſſors (of the ſame 


name) celebrated by the late Ducheſs of Orleans in 


her farewel-ſong, which ſhe called her laſt will and 


teſtament, wherein ſhe complimented him on his 


abilities as a lover, at the expence of his under- 


ſtanding. 5 335 5 
Then following the Prince of Henin, the moſt de- 


ſpicable, and the moſt deſpiſed, of the whole junto. 
A Chevalier de Cruſſol, an artful hypocrite, who 


preached virtue, and practiſed the reverſe. He ſuf- 
icred the honours ard benifices belonging to the or- 
der of Malta to be ſold-to the Baroneſs of Grofler, 


with whom he had long lived, keeping her in one of 


the queen's apartments in the Thuilleries, while ber 


= | | __- huſband 
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huſband politely remained in the country. The che. 


valier was maſter, in an eminent degree, of all thoſe 
reſources which ſpring from the vices ever attendant 


on hypocriſy ; at one time he engaged Mrs. Flamarin 


to cajole the old miniſter; at another the Biſhop of 
Senlis, whom he gained by the ſmootbheſs of his 
tongue. He thus employed both facred and pro- 
fane—nothing, in ſhort, came arnifs to him, that 


could poſlibly tend to ſecure ſucceſs to his meaſures, 


A-propos to the biſhop—Having been long faſcinated 
by the delightful boſom of Mrs. Duras, he was at 
opt tempted to make trial whether all he ſaw was 
real. Perceiving that the lady was folely indebted to 
Nature for thoſe delightful charms, the curious pre- 
late was induced to purſue his inveſtigation, whether 


Nature had been equally bountiful in other reſpects. 
Meeting with no oppoſition, he proceeded yet greater 


lengths; and the lady was ſo much charmed with his 
zeal and ability, that ſhe reſolved to give him a laſt- 
ing proof of her affettion. This was no other than 
a boiincing boy, whom M. Duras conſented to fa- 


ther, in conſideration of a preſent from the biſhop of 


four thouſand pounds. 

Dilon Coigny, and the Abbe de Vermont“, were 
admitted into Jule's committee, for the ſake of their 
votes. Campan—ihe illuſtrious Campana being 
of great importance, although he was the ſon of a 
footman, and had the honour of wearing a livery 
himſelf; a circumſtance which he had ſo frequently 
forgotten—this Campan was perpetual ſecretary of 
the committee,.of the cabinet, and even of the ward- 


robe. Tt was to him that the queen was indebted for 
the invention of giving her orders, and aſſignations in 


muſic. Of the muſic which Campan was employed 
This ecelefiaſtic, equally infamous and ſtupid, was the 
author of a number of ebils, the terrible hſt of which was 
concealed by our too timid hiſtorians. "Alternately employed 
as agent, and ſpy, he checked the riſing dictates of remorſe, 
and marred tie falutary effects of repentance. 


to 


MARIE ANTOINETTE. 37 = 
to carry to the child of Love before-mentioned, un- © 
der pretence of getting it copied; there were always 
fome lines compoſed and written by Antoinette her-. 
ſelf, in the Oriental ſtyle, which was known only to 
the two lovers; and, as Cupid has: a key to the 
whole, he has that which is moſt required and beſt 
underſtood. This invention appeared to Campan to 
be a maſter- piece; beſides, he thought that, for a a 
man like him, it was more decent, and leſs dangerous, 
to carry a few pages of muſic to be copied than to 
take charge of a billet-doux, which might prove 
equally ee to ſecretary and bearer. This ac- 
commodating go-between , carried the mulic to be 
copied, waited on the ſtair-caſe for an anſwer, intro- 
duced the copyiſt into Antoinette's private apart- 
ment, guarded the door, and ſmoothed the bed. 

Though theſe meſſages were conducted with all 
poſſible ſecrecy, they did not paſs unnoticed. Thoſe 
who were belt ſkilled in intrigue, aſcribed the object 
of them to Mrs. de Chalitton, who had been at- 
tached to the houſe of Artois. This woman, it was 
obſerved, was ill calculated for the place ſhe enjoyed, 
to which ſhe had been raiſed by the intereſt of the 
Marquis of Entragues, who had known her at Be- 
ſancon. This artful courtier had never appeared in 
the buſineſs himſelf, but fuffered the public ſuſpi- 
cious to fall on his friend, the Prince of Montbarey— 
a miniſter who, after being long expoſed to the ar- 
tifices of the queen and her brother-in-law, at length 
hecame an object of hatred to the courtiers of both - 
parties. Not content with animadverting on his 
miniſterial condutt, his domeſtic aflairs, and even his 
moſt private actions, were equally expoſed to their 
malignant criticiſm. It was true that this miniſter, 

too much unaccuſtomed to the conducting public 
affairs, for ſerving bis ſovereign and his country 

with effect, ſometimes neglected them for the enjoy- 

ment of indecent pleaſures. A fille- de. joie, and one 
of the loweſt rank, had acquired ſuch an aſcendancy” 
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affront would ſuffice to make him reſign, although 
certain of the ſupport of Maurepas a, Vergennes ; 
they accordingly took an opportunity of inſulting 
him, and he gave up his place with dignity and 
coolneſs. ; 

The triumph of the cabal was now complete; and 
they began to intrigue for the appointment of a Se- 
cretary of War, Some of them inſiſted on appoint- 
ing the Duke of Chatelet; others choſe Caraman, 
De Caſtries, Jaucourt, Bezenyal, and even Ademar 
afpired to this office. After much deliberation, their 
choice fell on one who was the leaſt fit for it of any. 
The Marquis of Segur was choſen, and . 
ately introduced to the council. This miniſter was 
a ſervile agent of Antoinette's, to whoſe commands 
he paid moſt implicit obedience, while he affected an 
extraordinary degree of ſeverity towards every one 
elle. His conſtant anſwer to thoſe ladies who ſo- 


licited an audience, was, he felt himſelf too weak, 


too ſuſceptible of temptation, to Tiſk a tete-a-tete ; 
and that, even the peruſal of their billets-doux in- 


5 ſpired him with dread. He ſought to acquire a re- 


putation himſelf, by deſtroying that of his predeceſ- 
{or, and by the common mode of undoing whatever 
he had done. Indeed, ſuch was the influence of ha- 
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bit in France, that a ſyſtem of regular miſmanage- 
ment appeared to be adopted, the correction of which 
would prove a taſk of infinite difficulty... 

From the frequentation of theatrical exhibitions; 
from the numerous excurſions of pleaſure ; from 
occaſional jaunts to Trianon; or from the ſecret in- 
terviews, procured and conducted by Campan—the 
queen became a ſecond time pregnant. The mode 
of promulging this event was truly ſingular, It was 
well known how'cordially Antoinette hated Maure - 
pas, the old counteſs his wife, the Abbe de Verry, 
Mrs. Sreguin, and the reſt of that party. Of this the 
ancient couple were fully aware, and therefore atted 
with a degree of political eircumſpection which they 
thought would ſcreen them from her intrigues. At 
the very moment when a reconciliation between them 
appeared farther off than ever, the count was fur- 
prized by a viſit from the queen. Good day, 
Papa!“ faid ſhe; you are certainly aſtoniſhed at 
ſeeing me here.“ The counteſs, as much from re- 
w—_ as to free the queen from all conſtraint during 
the interview, made a motion to retire; but Antot- 
nette, perceiving her intention, immediately pre- 
vented her, ſaying,: No, you muſt not leave us; I 
have need for you both: indeed, what I have to en- 
truſt to papa, concerns you more than him. I rely 
on your friendſhip; do you rely on mine. Let us 
forget the paſt, and in future form a ſtrict union, that 
may equally tend to ſupport our reſpective meaſures. 
I now know your attachment to me; and the cool- 
neſs I have been ſometimes induced to diſplay to- 
wards you, proceeded merely from the miſrepreſen- 
tations of thoſe who perſuaded me that you diſliked 
me. My heart never had a ſhare in it; and this my 
conduct ſhall henceforward prove.“ She then em- 
braced the count, and exclaimed—* My dear count, 
I am with child; and, what will aſtoniſh you is, iny 
anxiety to know whether the king will be pleaſed, or 
whether he won't be much enraged. That prude 

„ E 2 : Edamad, 
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Edamad, and her inſipid huſband, are thoſe whoſe re. 
ſlections I moſt dread. They will likewiſe ſet the 
- ridiculous Counteſs of Artois a prating. Oh! what 
will they not ſay ?—PFor, I muſt confeſs, my good 
triends, that there 1s an ample field for diſcuſſion ; 
but the deed is done, I did it for the beſt; and if I 
may rely on both of you, I have nothing to fear.” 
Here Antoinette threw herfelf upon a couch, and 
appeared to be overcome with apprehenſion. The 
old Mentor ran to her, and they both ſwore to obey 
her in every thing. The queen then recovered her- 
telf and proceeded :—« Bezenval has ruined me by 
Ins advice. He excited my anger againſt you, by 
ſaying that your authority would become greater 
than mine; that I could neither expect to govern the 
King, nor to regain the affection of my people, but 
by giving birth to a prince. At firſt I did not liſten 
to eg but Vaudreuil and Coigny enforced the 
fame ſentiments, My attendants heard what they 
{aid on this ſubject; Campan and Bazin aſſailed me 
with their tears. Ademar and his wife too deceived 
me, by aſſuring me that it was the only poſſible mode 
of reſcuing myſelf from deſtruction. My Jule per. 
ſuaded me, that my auguſt huſb ind began —like all 


huis ſubjetts—to be diſguſted with me, and that it was 


ahſolutely requiſite to play this game. In ſhort, my 


tear friends, 1 conſeſs to you, Coigny, Dilon, Cam- 


pan, Bezenval, Bazin, a clezk i» the War Office, 


and feveral others, have been intimate with me; the 


re{ult of which is, I. am now breeding; and, with 


your aſſiſtance, the king will be pleaſed with the 


circumſtance,” | 
Make yourſelf eaſy,” replied the counteſs; * he 
ſhall be pleaſed, nay, he ſhall be delighted with it, it 


conſtitutes his honour and glory, and the good of 


his kingdom. Count, ſpeak to his majeſty ; exert 
all your influence over his mind, and diſplay all your 
eloquence on this occaſion. Affect no plealaatry, 
preſerve your dignity, and recollett that this event 

| | requires 
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requires you to be ſerious.” The queen reſolved to 
improve this favourable moment, took the counteſs 
and the count to ſup with her, and gave them ſuch 
marks of attention and preference, that the counteſs 
was half diſtracted. The courtiers, who witneſſed 
this reconciliation, without knowing the cauſe, were 
no leſs aſtoniſhed, eſpecially thoſe who had before 
received orders to expoſe the countels to contempt _ 
and ridicule. . 5 „ 

The firſt court day the count took an opportunity, 

when the king and he were alone, to mention the 
matter to him. It is true the taſk was eaſy to per- 
ſnade his majeſty that he was * the author of the 
deed,” and he exclaimed—*« Yes, yes, it was what I 
expected; for I was more than two hours in bed 
with her!“ Since that time the king aſſumed a more 
important air; the queen recovered her influence, 
called the count her dear miniſter; and paid great 
attention to the Count Agenois. Monſieur and his 
wite appeared to be the only perſons who were dif- 
pleaſed at this event; and their anger was faid to be 
founded on their knowledge of its origin, procured 
by means of ſpies. Free from all apprehenſion from 
ber huſband, Antoinette ae to her former 
courſes, to the ſame inconſiſtent line of conduct. 
She profited by her ſituation, to act as ſhe pleaſed. 
The miniſters were all ſubſervient to her, except 
Vergennes, who alone had the virtue to reſiſt. She 
a not, however, prevent the fall of Neckar; who, 
from a multitude of errors, the offspring of vanity _ 
and ignorance, had been diſmiſſed, and was ſucceeded - 
by old Fleury, a counſellor of ſtate, at leaſt as inca- 
pable as his predeceſſor of preſiding. over the de- 
partment of finance. In ſhort, folly, and the groſſeſt 
debauchery, now prevailed at the court of France, 
That rigid line of conduct which was attempted to- 
be eſtabliſhed at the beginning of the reign, was to- 
tally laid aſide; Richelieu was again predominant, 
and declared that, before he died, he was reſolved to 


5 | give 
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give the king a miſtreſs, a public lover to the queen, 
to the Count of Artois a brothel, a ſtallion to Eda- 
mad, and a harlot to her huſband. The queen her- 
ſelf loved the old man, laughed at his abſurdities, and 
enjoyed his tales of obſcenity and ſcandal. 
Antoinette advanced in her pregnancy ; her ſize 
was aſtoniſhing ; her boſom enormous; and ſhe was 
{o proud of its beauty, that ſhe always took pains to 
expoſe it to public view. It was ftrange that her 
Pregnancy was not declared formally, as was cuſto- 
mary at the expiration of four months and an half; 
it ſeemed as if they were fearful of publiſhing this 
event. The animoſity between Antoinette and Eda- 
mad ſtill fubſiſted ; Lamballe was kept aloof ; jule 
was enjoyed; and Simiane and Laborde were in 
conſtant exerciſe. The indiſcretion of one 9 theſe 
tools of the queen's voluptuouſneſs diſeovered a diſ- 
order which gave ſerious apprehenſions for her ſafety 
at the approaching labour. This was a falling of the 
matrix, occaſioned either by exceſs of debauchery, 
or by the unſkilfulneſs of the midwife on the for- 
mer occaſion. Nivernois had compoſed a tale on the 
ſubject of her pregnancy. He was ſtill as deceitful 
as Marſhal Darus; the Ceciſbeo of all the wantons 
of the town, ugly in perſon, weak in mind, and deſti- 
tute of every qualification that could enſure conſe- 


quence, or command reſpect. Of this illuſtrious 


crew was the queen's party compoſed; to which 


ſhould be added a long lift of ſharpers and gamblers, 


together with Chalabre and Poincot bankers. Among 
the women were little Iners, young Campan, toge- 
ther with ſome muſicians and ſingers. Thus was the 
dignity of the throne of France maintained by the 
daughter of the famous Maria Thereſe, and by the 
ſiſter of the celebrated Joſeph. 1 25 
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＋ HE eyes of the whole world are, at this mo- 
ment, fixed on me. Such is the lot of the 
great. Reſponſible for their ations to the multi- 


tude, wiſdom and prudence ſhould ever mark their 


ſteps.—Woe to that ſovereign who, forſaking the 
paths of virtue, conſigns herſelf to public execration, 


*. 


and nothing around her is heard but the voice of 


indignation, and the exclamation of hatred! My ears 
are aſlailed by the cries of grief; my death is the 
wiſh of a whole people, who have been oppreſſed by 
the impropriety of my conduct; and even foreigners 


pronounce my name: with horror! On all fi es 1 


behold the image of deſpair. What a dreadful 
ſituation is mine!—But alas! I have deferved it too 
well? : :: | wn t 


A huſband baſely diſhonoured, children reproach- | 


ed with the defect in their birth, by the voice of the 
public; a kingdom overturned, a nation plundered, 
miniſters . perlecuted, the public treaſury pillaged, 
_ Princes ſeduced, confidence betrayed, the ſhockin 

{ſpectacle of citizens inhumanly maſfacred, a mon- 


ſtrous aſſemblage, in ſhort, of unheard of vices and 


crimes. — Such, Antionette, is the work of th 


hands!—Such are the virtues with which you add 
a luſtre to the throne? | Fe . 


| et But, 


45: | HISTORY OF | 
But, my mother, all this you foreſaw.—Even at 
my birth, I was infected with the poiſon of hatred; 
you deteſted the French, and received the completeſt 
ſatis faction from the ſight of thoſe evils, which m 
natural diſpoſition, improved by age, led me to inflict 
on them. | | | 
The annals of your reign are well calculated to 
miſlead poſterity with regard to your virtues; the 
name of Maria Thereſa was pronounced with vene- 
ration and refpett; your affected devotion was uni- 
verſally admired, and the ignorance of your ſubjetts, 
led away by groſs ſuperſtition and fanatical error, 


urged them to proſtrate themſelves before the hypo- 


critical maſk which concealed your deſtructive pro- 
jects. In my earheſt years I exhibited ſigns of what 
I ſhould one day become. How could the French 
politicians miſtake my character? What could in- 
duce them to adopt, as their future queen, a woman 

already diſhonoured, who had ſacrificed her inno- 
cence and purity, whoſe heart was polluted by de- 
bauchery, and whoſe reputation was ſuch as ought to 
have effectually excluded her from the 2 
rank which ſhe now enjoys? | 

Catherine of Medicis, Agrippina, Cleopatra, Meſ- 
ſalina,—my crimes exceed your's; and if the remem- 
brance of your infamy ſtill excites horror, and the 
detail of it occafions an effuſion of tears, what ſenti- 
ments will ariſe from a knowledge of the laſcivious 
life of Antoinette! The titles beſtowed on me by 
the voice of juſtice, are thoſe of an adulterous wife, 


a barbarous queen, and a female contaminated by 
debauchery. Devoid of pity for the unfortunate, 


never did the public mifery excite the ſmalleſt ſen- 
timent of compaſſion in my boſom. - Exceſs of diſ- 
ſipation, unbridled deſires, the moſt frivolous amuſe- 
ments converted into the moſt ſerious occupations, 
libertiniſm and indecency, chatacterize tbe firſt 
years of a marriage contratted under the moſt flat- 


tering auſpices, The firſt part of my life contains a 
3-5 | detail 


— 
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detail of the various events to which a compliance | 
with the ditlates of inclination gave riſe. Te 
ſecond will confirm the idea that the nation can_ 
have no rational grounds for expecting my return to 
virtue. I ſhall be obliged ſometimes to refer to paſt 
circumſtances; but 1 am reſolved not to omit one 
tran ſaction. . „ 3 

On my arrival in France, then, Paris and the court 
preſented to my ſight a ſcene of n that would 
have alarmed any woman but myſelf; coquettiſn, 
warm, and impaſſioned, I enjoy ed it without reſerve; 
and the enormous expence [I incurred ſoon convinc- 
ed the few people ot ſenſe in he kingdom, that a 
continuation of the ſame” conduct would certainly 
involve the whole nation in ruin. 8 5 
Grandpapa (for ſo 1 had diſtinguiſhed Louis xv.) 
was reduced by this time to a mere machine, whoſe — 
ſecret ſprings were only known to his infamous 
miſtreſs Du Barry, who guided all his actions. Rich- = 
lien, that animal, infected by every diforder which. ' 
the moſt diſguſting libertiniſm could occaſion, pre, ůũẽ. 
ſided over 1 of the court. Secret agent 
of the ſcandalous orgies of his ſovereign, he took a 
advantage of that monarch's humilating letharg x. 
do iſſue and enforce the moſt arbitrary and tyranni- 3 
. N 8 
My auguſt huſband, ſhocked at theſe ſhameful 
abuſes of power, and diſguſted at the inutility of his 
exhortations, had juſt broken off all commerce with 
thoſe who imitated the conduct of Grandpapa. My 
brother-in-law, now Monſieur, was only guided, 
during the decline of the monarchy, by the diftates 
of intemperance, and the ſuggeſtions of ſelf-intereſt. 
The ee, of Artois, whom 1 at firſt deſpiſed, 
and who has ſince, by a caprice common to my ſex, 
become my lover and my favourite, aſpired to no 9 
other honour than that of uniting in himſelf the of. " 
fice.of protector of all the debauchees at court. Ri 
Ihe molt celebrated frail-ones were his deareſt 
125 | dulcineas; 
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dulcineas; without choice or diſtinction, this youth- 


ful Sultan, deſpiſed in his own ſeraglio by the 
grovelling flaves of his obſcene pleaſures, has 
thrown his handkerchief at the moſt abandoned of 
theſe modern Lais's. = | | | 


In this vortex of folly and diſſipation, a fine wo- 


man, or a fine horſe, would enſure ſucceſs to thofe 
who ſolicited places, honours, or rewards ; and ſuch 
was the rage, and ſo general had it become, that 


whoever dared to mention the ſmalleſt defect, either 


in the count's racer or in his favourite miſtreſs, 
would certainly have been ſent by Sartine to the 
Baſtile, as a ftate-criminal. Yet theſe puerilities 
were almoſt the ſole topics of diſcourſe, and indeed 
the court afforded no other. ; 
 Aiguillon wielded the rod of tyranny and oppreſ- 


ſion, with a degree of ſeverity which, at any other 


time, would have coſt him dear; but how could the 


king refuſe to protect him from the indignation of 
the parliament, when he had been commanded ſo to 
do by his miſtreſs, to whom he was ſubſervient. 


The Abbe Terray pillaged the kingdom; for the 
poſt of comptroller has always ferved-as a lure to 


rogues, and ſince the diſmiſſion of this eccleſiaſti- 
cal ſharper, he who has beſt filled the duties of his 
ſtation, is the man whoſe honourable retreat did not 
ive him time to feel the effects of its ſeducing 
weets. 5 . e . 
Du Barry (brother to the favourite) was pander- 
general, and baſely bartered his influence at court 


to all who were mean enough to ſolicit his pro- 


tect ion. f . 

The wretch Maupeou 'enjoyed univerſal credit, 
nothing could withſtand him ; and ſecure of that 
contemptible groupe, of which, with indecent pre- 
cipitation he had conſtituted a parliament, he ceaſed 
to meet with any impediments to his abominable 


- deſigns. 


Conde, Bourbon, Conti, and the courtiers in ge- 
; | neral, 


— 
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neral, appeared at times to ſtand ferward as pro- 
tectors of the people; but an arbitrary mandate 
{equivalent with what is denominated a Letter-de- _ 
Cachet) iſſued- from the private apartment of uu 
Barry, who negociated them, and received by the 
grovelling paraſite. the Count of St. Florentin on his 
knees, made the pretended patriot return to his duty, 
and, after a ſhort exile, kiſs with all humility the 

band of that baſeſt of courtiers. | 

The Marchioneſs of Langeac fluttered about, with 
conſummate effrontery, in this new Babylon; and 

the prude Lambelle, diſguſted with the effects of an 
union that had proved fatal to her repoſe, now be- 
gan to hoiſt the ſtandard of devotion. _ 

In the midſt of this crew I arrived, delighted at 

my liberation from the yoke impoſed on me by my 
teazing mother, and with my heart impreſſed with 
the ſecret advice which, on my departure from 
Vienna, I had received from my imperial brother. 

An air of aſſurance and gaiety, eyes that ſeemed 
an invitation to pleaſure, and a forward freedom of 
addreſs, won the heart of Grandpapa, the firſt inſtant 
he beheld me. The favourite of the day was diſ- 
pleaſed with the preference he ſhowed me; and, for 
ſome time, I interrupted his domeſtic repoſe. The 
king fooliſhly permitted himſelf to be led by the 
noſe; and, notwithſtanding the vaſt diſtance between 
me and his miſtreſs, had I purſued the line of con- 
duct which I at firit adopted, I muſt inevitably have 
fallen a victim to the machinations and ſarcaſms 
which I employed againſt that-exalted proftitute. 

I therefore changed my mode of attack, and the 
new plan was attended with amazing ſucceſs. I ſer- 
vilely flattered the caprice of the woman I deteſted, 
and became the companion of her debaucheries, in 
expectation that he happy period would ſoon arrive, 
when I might reign in my turn, and take ample 

- vengeance on her for my preſent humiliation: this 
hope was greatly cncouraged by the diſſipated life of 


Louis, 
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Louis, in whoſe boſom' the poiſon had already begun 
to operate. . | . 
At length the happy moment arrived. Louis xv. 
breathed his laſt, amidſt the imprecations of his ſub- 
jects, who had groaned, during the latter part of his 


reign, beneath the weight of his oppreſſion. Mani. 


terial ſeverity was inadequate to reſtrain the various 
ſarcaſms * which were circulated on the death of the 


' monarch ; and their hopes of future happineſs found. 


ed on the virtue, goodneſs, and generous reſolutions 
of my huſband, could not deter the people of France 
from indecent exclamations of joy at the loſs of their 
monarch. | 

At this time I ſounded little Langeac, and a cer- 
tain penchant which I diſcovered in her, made me 
wiſh to attract her notice; the language of the eyes, 
half. ſmothered ſighs, all tended to betray the ſenti- 
ments of each; an explanation ſoon followed, and 


I was bleſſed with the poſſeſſion of one ſo exactly to 


my wiſh, as almoſt to drive the remembrance of all 
her predeceſſors in infamy from my mind. 
From that time we became inſeparable, and our 
pleaſures were inceſſant; this intimacy however 
proved as prejudicial to the 1 of my lover as 
to the honour of my huſband, who firſt ſought, by 
tender reproaches, to put a ſtop to it; but finding 
theſe ineffectual, he iſſued a folJeinn prohibition, 
which I was forced to obey, at leaſt in appearance ; 
and in future I could only enjoy.ſecretly the animated 
careſſes of this object of my love. 

I now come to the year 1775, when the court re- 
paired to Rheims for the anointment of my illuſtri— 
ous huſband, and whither I was invited by the al- 
luring voice of pleaſure. The confuſion occaſioned 
by an exhauſted treaſury monopolized my huſband's 


* The following epitaph has been diſtinguiſhed among the 
many that appeared off this occaſion : 
Beneath lie the aſhes of Louis—poor ſot ! | 
*Tis ſaid he was good—but pray, good for What? 
attention, 


Ll 
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attention; mine was however directed to very dif- 
ferent objects. My time was devoted to the e 
of ridding myſelf of thoſe enemies occaſioned by my 
pride; and the ſincere love of Louis enabled me to 
ſucceed in my endeavours. On the eve of our de- 
parture for Reims, he, with tears in his eyes, exhorted 
me earneſtly to ſubje&t myſelf.no more to thoſe re- 
| proaches which my levity and miſconduQ had ſo 
often extorted from him. I embraced him, and pro- 
miſed obedience—Atrocious falſhood! perfidious 
kiſs! while the promiſe appeared to be diftated by 
truth and affection, my heart was at variance with my 
i . 

The poverty of the ſtate, cauſed by the fooliſh pro- 
digality of Louis xv. by the criminal arts of ſtock- 
jobbing, and by the diſhoneſty of his miniſlers, 5 
to have prevented all unneceſſary pomp at this feſ- 
tival; this conſideration, however, did not deter me 
from incurring every expence that could flatter my 
vanity; nor were the ſerious remonſtrances of my 
huſband in the leaſt attended to. My equipages were 
ſuperb, and my dreſs magnificent; but inForder to 
defray theſe expences, I was compelled to have r 
courſe to uſurious 8 It was thus I degrade 
the dignity of the throne, and diſhonoured myſelf in 
the eyes of the people, by entering into a league with 
their oppreſſors, who by their diſhoneſt complacency, 
obtained from me the privilege of extending their 
deſtruftive machinations. | . 

When 1 had diſcovered this ſecret means of de- 
feating what I deemed the avarice of my huſband, I 
ceaſed to be alarmed on account of thoſe privations, 
the approach of which I foreſaw; and my court, 
which was ſeparate from that of the king, became 
the temple of the moſt luxurious pleaſures. Tire- 
fome old age was excluded, and none but ſprightly 
youths and women as ſprightly were 884 1 
iſſued a proſcription againſt the ridiculous prejudices 
of prudence, and rather . 55 myſelf as Venus, in 
; Fn, . the 
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the midſt of her votaries, than as the auguſt ſovereign 
of an amiable people. My huſband, ſeeking for re. 


laxation from the pains of royalty, in the occupation 
of a lockſmith, frequently tempted me to take the li- 
berty of treating him as Vulcan. Determined to re. 
ſemble, in all points, the wanton deity of whom that 
fabulous God was the huſband, I reſolved to chooſe 
for myſelf an Adonis, and the young, the charming 
Duke of Coigny was the favoured mortal who ſhared 
my perſon with the King of France. Hitherto I 
had been ſtudiqus to involve my conduR and amours 
in myſtery; I was fearful of rendering them public. 
At Verſailles I eluded the prying curioſity of court 
paraſites, and retired to ſecret receſſes, in order to 
enjoy my pleaſures, and to complete the violation of 
wy nuptial vow. But I ſoon begun to conſider ſuch 
reſtraints beneath me; I bluſhed at the reſtraint to 


which I had ſo long ſubmitted ; and at Rheims I 


. hoiſted the ſtandard of licentiouſneſs unmaſked. 
- The enchanting walk near the new gate of that 
city afforded me feveral opportunities of gratifying 
my luxuriant deſires; the Ifland of Love, by which 
it is terminated on the fide of the river, really ap- 
peared to me to be the reſidence of that deity, and 1 
| eee accordingly to ſacrifice at his ſhrine. 
This ſprightly arne executed as ſoon as conceived, 
took place on the gth of June 1775, after a ſplendid 
fupper_ which I gave in the walk, and which the 
king, who had been fatigued with the ceremonies of 
the day, would not honcur with his company. All 
thoſe whole preſence I moſt dreaded, remained with 
his majeſty, and every thing conſpired to favour my 
wiſhes. 8 6 
All kind of etiquette was baniſhed for the night, 
- which I was determined to · render delicious. Ila. 
ing drank pretty freely, that is to ſay, as became a 
good and royal German l ran from bower to bower, 
like a Bacchant; every one followed my example; 
aud, at a ſignal from me, the confidants of my in- 
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tentions extinguiſhed all the lights. The attendants. 
were diſmiſſed; liberty preſided at the feſtival, and 
we imitated the prieſteſſes of Bacchus and Venus. 
None but myſelt could trace the horrors of this night 
without a bluſh. But it is not the firſt time that I 
have laid aſide ſcruples. I have promiſed not to 
uſe any concealment; the opinion which may be 
entertained of my candour is of no conſequence 
to me, ſince 1 have forfeited all claims to public 
eſteem. . pe: „ 

After wandering about for a few minutes, I felt 
myſelf cloſely embraced, and being reſolved to let no 
opportunity ſlip, I yielded to the ſtranger's careſſes, 
and ſunk gently down upon the turf, in order to fa- 
vour them. =" hk | 15855 

+ * * $ ⏑ % * * IH 

He behaved like a Hercules, and almoſt made 
me forſwear the repetition of thoſe feminine en- 
joyments which I experienced with that enchanting” 
woman Langeac. . | 25 

I have not yet learned to whom I was indebted' for 
the two happieſt hours of my life; his name is un- 
known to me; but amidſt the troubles by which I am 
ſurrounded, I think with rapture of that delicious 
night, and the recollection brings on the moſt ex- 
tatic reflections. 

When I returned, I received a tedious and tire- 
ſome lecture from my huſband ; my virtue, how- 
ever, he did not ſuſpect; though had he been in the 
habit of performing thoſe duties which few huſbands 
omit, he would have found the moſt infallible proofs 
of my wfidelity. The moſt diſagreeable part of the 
lecture was the prohibition ever more to viſit that 
ſpot where I had experienced ſuch inexpreſlible de- 
light. After this I became diſguſted with the place: 
even when I attended the ſplendid ceremony of the 
anointment, my perſon, indeed, was at the cathedral _ 
of Rheims, but my heart and mind. were more plea- 
_ employed in the delightful bowers of the liland 

ve. | | 
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Although I was but little intereſted in what con. 
cerned the king, I was ſtill diſguſted with the eccle- 
ſraſtical pomp e on this occaſion: and the re- 
peated genuflexions which thoſe facred bigots who 
kept the holy oil exafted from my huſband, appcared 
to me degrading and humiliating to majeſty, Their 
grimaces and ridiculous attitudes made me laugh till 
the tears were ſtarting from my eyes. I intercepted 
en indignant look from the fat prior of Saint-Remi; 
but that did not alter my opinion that this abſurd 
. farce degraded the majeſty of France, and that its 
vbolition ought to be one of the firſt acts of legiſla. 
tive power. 8 

The court returning to Paris, and the ſeaſon prov- 
ing delightfu], I foreſaw the advantages to be derived 


from our reſidence at,ghe metropolis with regard to 


the gratification of thoſe deſires, which I inceſſantly 
experienced: my dear brother in-law, the Count of 
Artdis, aſſiduouſly paid his court to me,though'with. 
ont explaining the nature of thoſe ſentiments Wich 
which I had inſpired him. „ 

About this time Montenſier, direQreſs of the the- 
atre at Verſailles, having contracted debts to an enor- 
mous amount, conceived a plan of fraudulent bank- 
ruptcy. This woman was a favourite, becauſe ſhe 
made herſelf ſubſervient to my caprice; I there- 
fore extricated her from her difficulties, by paying 
her debts. I oi 5 

This theatre amuſed me, becauſe the actors ex- 
hibited the works of our moſt obſcene dramatiſts : 
thither I reſorted every night, accompanied by my 
brother-in-law ; till the king, diſpleaſed at my conti 
nual abſence, contrived a trick, which for ſome 
time expoſed me to the laughter of the whole 
court. 8 | 
I was returning as uſual from one of thefe amo- 
rous reprefentations, in a looſe undreſs, eſcorted by 
my brother-in-law, who acted as coachman; the centi- 
nel, on my arrival at che palace- gate, refuſed = ad- 
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miſſion. I inſtantly made myſelf known, in a tone 
of authority calculated to enforce. obedience; but the 
only anſwer I could obtain was, His majeſty gave 
me his order, and forbade me. to let any one pals !” 
In vain did I threaten; in vain did I entreat ! neither 
ſolicitations nor menaces could procure me admif- 
ſion ; the count ſwore with all that energy that is pe- 
culiar to him, but his imprecations were alike diſre- 
garded: at laſt; I was compelled to return to the 
theatre, (with my companion in diſgrace) from the 
gallery of which, that leads to the palace, I reached 
my own apartment; where, to crown the ſcene, 1 
found neither candle nor attendant, and was forced 
to 3 a light from the guard. room to light me 
to bed. A thouſand revengeful projects now entered 
my head; but the one which conſoled me moſt was 
to continue my preſent looſe courſe of life, and that 
one I moſt unequivocally adopted. This idea gra- 
tified my ſenſes, and gave me infinite pleaſure ; and 
J fell aſleep with the determination of ſuffering no 
opportunity to eſcape which could favour the fur-- 
therance of my plan. 2 85 b 

That profound diſſimulation which bas always 
been a leading feature in my mind, ought naturally 
to have prompted me to adhere to my project of re- 
venge, without attempting to reproach my huſband: 
with his conduct. Many conſiderations, likewiſe, 
ſhould have induced me to adopt this line of con- 
duct, but the aſcendancy which 1 had acquired over 
the mind of the king, made me anticipate the juſt 
complaints he was entitled to make; and, ſetting - 
etiquette at defiance, I made my appearance at his 
levee-as uſual. _ 8 | 

Wich my eyes ſwollen, more from the fatigues of 
the night than from crying, I complained "_ of 
the orders given to the centinel, and aſked my huſ- 
band, abruptly, whether I was to have the alternative 
of being a priſoner in my own palace, or of being 
compelled to the mconyenience of keeping hours 
EOS 3 preſcribed 
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preſcribed to me, without conſulting either my plea. 
{ure or inclination ? The king, with a diſdainful ſmile, 
anſwered me, with the tone and air of a downright 
cit, that being maſter of his own houſe, he ſhould 


inſiſt upon no one ſitting up after he had retired to 


reſt. I attempted to reply, but he abruptly turned 


his back; and this was all the advantage I derived 


from this imprudent confidence in my own power. 
The ſtorm blew over; but being no longer able 
to purſue my nocturnal excurſions, I caſt my eyes on 
my brother-in-law, the Count of Artois, who defired 
nothing better than to become an accomplice in my 
revenge, as he had been the companion of my diſ- 
grace. Nevertheleſs, I muſt TIE ap = that my 
advances to the count, proceeded rather from a ſpirit 
of hatred and coquetry, than from inclination. I 
-difliked his wiſe, and thought I could not give her 
a more convincing proof of my averſion, than by 
ſeducing her huſband, who never treated her worſe 
than when he had been engaged in intrigues. I 
acknowledge, likewiſe, that I equally deteſted Eda- 
mad; that I experienced pleaſure in humiliating 
them both; that I hated Monſieur; but that, not- 
withſtanding my antipathy, bad I imagined him not 
- to be a woman's man, I ſhouid have tried every 
means of ſeducing him, and by ridiculing his defect, 
have gratiſied my reſentment. 85 
- Bereft of this reſource, I made uſe of others; but 
the employment they furniſhed did not lead me to 
| forego the deſire of being at once ſiſter- in- law and 
miſtreſs to Artois. Some expreſſive looks on my 
part ſoon explained my meaning; they ſpoke a lan- 
guage which ſuch an expert libertine could not poſ- 
ſibly miſconceive. + VV 
| The various trips 1 had taken to Cytheria with 
different perſons, would almoſt have deterred me 
returning thither, but for this new acquaintance. The 
tranſports of thoſe lovers I had hitherto enjoyed. 
were damped by reſpect. With them, it . Na 
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f laid aſide every appearance of majeſty, that I choſe 
the moſt retired ſpots, expoſed myſelf in a ſlate of 
nature, provaked their embraces by the moſt ex- 
preſlive careſſes, the moſt impaſſioned looks, and the 
moſt laſcivious poſtures;—it was in vain, in ſhort, 
that I gave way to that intoxication and delirium 
which the violent heat of my. conſtitution produced, 
| The idea of encircling their ſovereign in their arms, 
made them frigid as ice; and it was not till I had 
exhauſted all the reſources of the moſt wanton cour- 
tezans, that I extorted an unſatisfactory and flender 
tribute; yet my lovers were always choſen like a 
perfect miſtreſs of the art, and the names of Dilon, 
Coigny, and Vaudreuil, are ſufficient to demonſtrate 
that I had little reaſon to expect ſuch feeble exer- 
tions from ſuch robuſt appearances. 4 | 
Artois, above the apprehenſion of danger from the 
connection, afforded me more real fatisfattion. It 
was long ſince I had began to practice thoſe different 
poſitions which led by degrees to the ſummit of 
voluptuouſneſs; notwithſtanding, however, my ex- 
tenſive knowledge of the lubjekl. I was compelled, 
in my intercourſe with the count, to begin my no- 
viciate afreſh; and the new diſcoveries I made, 
forced me to acknowledge my mexperience when 
compared to him. | . 
At the court of Vienna, an officer had firſt initi- 
ated me in the myſteries of Love, when the ſymp- 
toms of womanhood were yet but indiftinft; he had 


likewiſe commenced my inſtruction in thoſe pleaſing 


variations which conſtitute the height of amorous 
knowledge; but how far was I ſhort of perfection! 
That perfection I now acquired in the arms of my 
dear count, and the multiplicity of delights we expes 
rienced, encreaſed my attachment to him, even ts 

Of the birth of my children, I ſhall ſay but little. 
Though that event was celebrated with feſtivals, 

though the vulgar were profuſe of their congratula» 
8 \ tions, 


- 


* 


56 HISTORY of 


* 


tions, yet the clear- ſighted thought very differently 


of it. The Jing received, with complacency, the 


numerous addreſſes on this fubje&; while, at times, 


the wits exerciſed their talents, and vented the moſt 


bitter ſarcaſms. Many of theſe coming to my ears, 


convinced me that Artois had the reputation of being 


the father of my children. To the voice or opinion 
of the public, however, I paid little regard, and never 
fuffered them to give me the ſmalleſt uneaſineſs; the 


only regret, indeed, which I experienced, was, that 


I did ſupply more abundant matter for the variety of 
lampoons with which I was affailed. In order to 
keep the count perpetually at my diſpoſah, I profited 
by his ſecret leſſons to ſuch a degree as even to ſur- 
paſs him in his own art: yet his natural inconſtancy 


was not to be reſtrained by my inceſſant ſtudy to 


promote the gratification of his deſires; he neglect- 
ed me, but he did not forfake me; and to preſervo 
any hold of him, I was obliged, not only to allow 
him the pleaſures of variety, but even to appear to 
favour it. | | — 
The young nobility about the court, at the head 
of whom were my dear count, and the Duke of 
Chartres, afterwards Duke of Orleans, in their tra- 


vels had collected a great number of foreign vices 
and follies ; among others, the Engliſh cuſtoms, man- 


ners, and pleaſures, had ſo far ſeduced them, that, 
in a ſhort time, every thing became Engliſh __ 


* 
out the kingdom— the king, and his ſimple brother 


Monſieur, only excepted. Horſe- racing ſoon be- 
came faſhionable, and daily drew the people from 


their occupations; on the {kill and vigour of the 
jockies, the transfer of fortunes depended; and the 
two princes derived more glory from theſe feats, than 
from their famous exploits at Uſhant and Gibraltar. 

Of theſe amuſements I was the ſoul; and as ſoon 
as the ſport was over, I flew, with the velocity of 
lightning, to Trianon, whither my dear count ſoon 


followed, to whoſe careſſes J ſubmitted, and with 


whom 
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whom I enjoyed the ſports Venus, heightened by 


_ every new device, every amorous incitement, which -_ 
our Han gr could ſuggeſt; but let it not be 
* 


imagined, that even he monopoliaed my perſon at 
this period. With him, indeed, I experienced the 


fruition of enjoyment; but I likewiſe taſted of - 


pleaſure with others. Miſs Dorvat, one of my at- 


tendants, after gaining my confidence, had fixed my 


attention by her beauty. The brilliancy of her eyes, 
and the beauty of her boſom, excited my deſires; 
and I ſoon determined to gratify them. The mode 
1 adopted. is too intereſting to be omitted: As the 
was one day waiting on me in my cloſet, I obſerved 
a mole on her right cheek, and jocoſely remarked, 
that there muſt conſequently be another beneath her 
right breaſt, In vain ſhe declared ſhe had not. I 
maintained my aſſertion, and inſiſted upon 'ocular 
demonſtration. I therefore requeſted ſhe would pull 
off her ſtays, with which ſhe blaſhingly complred, 
and diſcovered to my enraptured fight the moſt 
lovely breafts that woman was ever bleſt with 


their firmneſs was equalled only by their purity; 1 


moulded them with my hands, and, having acted 


the part of an impaſſioned lover, I Toon perceived I - 


had communicated ſome ſparks of the fire which 
raged within me into the boſom of this fweet girl. 
20 ee 4-4 : 

Sure never was woman better formed for amo- 
rous diſport; and never did any one ſacrifice to 
Venus with greater zeal and ardour. 

In this manner, varying the frolics of love, I pre- 
vented them from becoming inſipid, and meeffantly 
exerted the privilege granted me by nature, of being 
equally fenfible to the enjoyment of either ſex, 


At the fight of a beautiful woman or a handſome. 


man, my eyes {parkled, my viſage glowed, and the 
molt pointed expreſſion was viſible in my face. 1 


could ſcarcely conceal the violence of my n 
. | 5 an 
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and very few of the objects of my laſciviouſneſs 
ever eſcaped my ſnares. „ 
The more eſſectually to conceal my amorous ad- 


ventures from the ſight of thoſe who wiſhed to ex- | 


poſe me, I called to my aſſiſtance frequent indiſpoſi- 
tions, when I always gave orders to be left alone, 
which afforded me the means of repairing to the 
different temples of Love, and of ſacrificmg, un- 
fuſpected, to that deity. 1 5 

Though my dear count was not jealous, he was 
ſubject to fits of ill- humour; one day, when he was 
in one of thoſe fits, he took the liberty of chiding 
me for thoſe clandeſtine practices, the particulars 
of which he could only conjecture. The intimacies 
between us, and tranſactions of a ſimilar nature, 
had taught me the abſurdity of bluſhing. I heſi- 
tated not, therefore, to acquaint him with my paſ- 
ſion for the beautiful. Dorvat ; at the ſame time ex- 
horting him not to be alarmed. The . of 
my declaration by no means diſpleaſed him; he 
only doubted the poſſibility of this intercourſe, and 
ironically aſked how I could poſſibly zntere/t another 
woman - 

My dear count, I ſhall ſoon ſurprize you,” ſaid 
I; and I actually informed him of my proceedings 
with Dorvat. | 3 


« Nothing,” geplied he, © but ocular demonſtra- 


tion can convince me of the truth of your aſſertion. 
Yes, ſiſter, you aſtoniſh but do not convince me: 
nay, farther; I'll bet you a thouſand guineas, that 


it is not poſſible!” A thouſand guineas! I take 


the wager; and if you pleaſe we'll decide it in- 
Rantly.” —— 6 


Retiring to a private apartment, voluptuouſly fur- 


niſhed, the count, who thought he muſt half-loſe his 
wager, endeavoured, by giving me a previous treat 
of more ſubſtantial: enjoyment, to prevent any fur- 
ther inclination in me ol a ſimilar tendency, for the 
| | | 0 preſent 
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Tagen at leaſt. But no ſooner was I rekeaſed from 


is careſſes, than I rang the bell, and Dorvat, who 


was in waiting, made her appearance; I took her in 


my arms, though the oount was preſent, and kiſſed 
her with rapture, At firſt the bluſhed ; but em- 
boldened by my advances, the idea of ſhame ſoon 
vaniſhed, and ſhe even exceeded me in a deſire of 
ſiewing the count that his thouſand guineas were in 
a perilous ſituation. . N 
My lover being now convinced of the danger of 
ſetting me at defiance, and confeſſing his wager loſt, 
declared he would willingly pay as much every day, 


to be preſent at ſuch a delightful ſcene. But 1 had 


reaſon, afterwards, to ſuſpect that the voluptuous 
tranſports of Dorvat had made an impreſſion on the 
heart of my lover. And, on examining with the 


preciſion of an acceucheur, I found my ſuſpicions 


confirmed. I, however, willingly forgave the count 


for this inſtance of infidelity the pardon ſhould be 


reciprocal. _ 9 . 
I have hitherto only preſented the portrait of a 


proſtitute, polluting the royal bed with debauchery. . 


The ſhocking ſtate of vice into which I was plunged, 
and the infamy of my conduct, made all France 
tremble ; contempt, however, was the only ſenti- 
ment I now 3 Wearied with compoſing 
ſongs and epigrams, the courtiers regarded me 
now as loſt, abandoned and corrupted, and treated 
me with every mark of reprobation. 2 

In order to rouze the people from this lethargy, 
it became neceſſary to give full ſcope to the native 
terocity of my diſpoſition; which plan I adopted. 


Not content with being an object of diſdain to all 


France, I reſolved to become an object of fear like- 
wiſe, and to make hatred ſucceed contempt. 


* 


The advice which my brother had given me on 


my departure from Vienna, was ever freſh in m 

mind. Nothing but opportunity had hitherto been 
wanting for putting it in practice; but in order, the 
more effeEtually to enſure lucceſs, the countenance 
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of the miniftry was indiſpenſably neceſſary, and that, 
unluckily, I was not able to procure, - 

My brother's diſpoſition, in every point fimilar to 
my own, involved him daily in freſh difhculties, from 
which gold alone could extricate him; but his trea- 
ſury was exhauſted, and his ſubjects, groaning under 
the weight of oppreſſion, appeared diſpoſed to ſhake 
off his tyrannical yoke. I loved him too well not to 


afford him all the aſſiſtance in my power. Joly de 


Flury, though 'refraftory at firſt, at length yielded 


to my wiſhes, by conſenting to ſecond my intentions; 


and during his adminiftration I remitted many conſi- 
derable ſums to my brother. 71 7 
This miniſter's diſgrace alarmed me, and I exerted 


all my influence to procure a ſucceſſor entirely de- 


voted to my will; but I had the mortification to be 

diſappointed. Ormeſſon was intrattable ; and, for 
fome time, I was deprived of the ability to aſſiſt the 
perſon I moſt eſteemed. Willingly would I have 
tranſmitted to him all the treaſures of the nation; 
but how could I hope to ſee this accompliſhed, while 


the members of adminiſtration were in oppoſition to 


me ? | $297 : 

I conſider the firſt part of my life but as a mere 
colleflion of facts which were generally known; I 
ſhall not, however, enlarge upon the paſſage ng 
to Neckar, and the ſtrange mancœuvres I employe 
for promoting his diſgrace: at this time he was far 
from monopolizing the king's confidence; but could 
I have forſeen the revolutions which have ſince oc- 
curred, or had I not been reſtrained by a ſtupid 
timidity, the projets I formed would have been 
put in execution, and ruin and diſgrace to that mi- 
niſter, whoſe probity I deteſted, muſt inevitably have 
been the conſequence. | 

Calonne now made his political appearance in 
France, and my hopes were revived. I had long 
wiſhed to ſee one at the head of thoſe leeches whoſe 


ſouls, inſenſible to the cries of grief, delight in ſcenes 


of miſcry ; and I had my wiſh tulfilled, 
T Specula- 
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Speculations the moſt abſurd, the moſt inſidious 
projects, the moſt unprincipled plunder, and the moſt 
criminal advice to the king, were the chief means 
which this miniſter to whom I am under ſo many 
obligations employed for the purpoſe of inſinuating 
himſelf into my favour, I received him with kind- 
nefs, ſoothed his vanity, and applauded his adminiſ- 
tration—in ſhort: I exerted the meaneſt arts to at- 
tach him to me, and my ſucceſs was complete. In- 
deed I never had any doubt of ſucceeding in my un- 
dertaking, for my attack on the contemptible crea- 
tures I wiſhed to ſubdue, was always ſupported b co- 
quetry and diſſimulation, which arts I pteferred to the 
palladium of virtue, or the ſhield of wiſdom. 


Every inſtant of my time in this interval was de- 


voted to libertiniſm, ambition, plunder, and facri- 
lege. Each new day gave birth to new: horrors, 
and when on my pillow, I examined my own 
mind, and found it devoid of every virtue, yet ne- 
vertheleſs, on the return of day, I returned to a re- 
petition of infamy. 


During the embaſſy of the Cardinal Prince of 


Rohan, at the court of Vienna, I attracted his at- 
tention, and inſpired him with love. Bold as the 
declaration of his paſſion was, I ſtill gave him 


hopes, not by one of thoſe anſwers which remove all 


doubt, but by an obliging ſmile, by thoſe vague ex- 


preſſions ſo well underſtood in the ſchools of gal- 


V T6 Tae ; 
_ ig always fond of conducting amours in the 
military ſtile, of abridging preliminaries, and hal- 
tening to the concluſion. The ſweet and ſentimen- 
tal tone of the cardinal made ſome impreſſion on me; 
but the figure and addreſs of a German officer proved 
infinitely more perſuaſive. I would mention: the 
name of this Adonis (who initiated me firſt - into the 
myſteries of Venus), and expatiate on his {kill and 
vigour, if I was not afraid to'expoſe a life ſo dear 
to me, | Hh e eee e S401 | 
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The cardinal, enraged at the preference ſhewn to 


his rival, determined to exact vengeance for what 
he deemed an inſult to his ſuperior merit; this pro- 
Jett he has ſince contrived to execute; thus, though 
1 have admitted him to the moſt familiar inter- 
courſe - the particulars of which ſhall be hereafter 
noticed I have ever regarded him as my moſt in- 
veterate enemy; and he need not think himſelf in. 
debted to me for having eſcaped the ſcaffold, but to 
thank his ſtars, which could alone prevent him fal- 
ling a victim to a plan that was formed for his 
ruin. e DLO = - 

No one felt the effects of my diſſimulation more 
ſenſibly than this political prelate. 1 pretended to 
be totally ignorant of the licentious ſtories which he 
propagated concerning me at the court of Vienna; 
I held out my hand to him, with the utmoſt affabi- 
lity, at Saverne;; I received him with kindneſs at 
Verſailles, even at the time when I had the greateſt 
reaſon to think him my enemy. LS 

That etiquette which diſguſted me ſo much in 
Germany, appeared leſs terrible at the French court. 
The advantage 1 took of the liberty which 1s there 
__accordedto women of my rank is no ſecret. I have 
already ſaid, that at firſt, I rejected the ſuit of the 
Count of Artois with diſdain ; yet ftill his attention 
to me excited a clamour, which ſoon came to the 


ears of my mother,. who thinking there was no one 


better able to give her information of the truth of the 
report than the cardinal, wrote to him for that pur- 
pofe. This prelate ſtill loved me. He was 3 
embarraſſed at my connection with the count, whic 
was then aſeribed to me, though it really did not take 
place till ſome time after. Alarmed at his rival's 
. tucceſs, with whom, notwithſtanding his vanity, he 
was obliged to-iconfeſs his inability to cope, rage 
fired his breaſt, and he anſwered my mother by the 
following letter, which-was ſent me by my brother, 
who found it among her papers, ? 


| 


« 7 
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« To the Empreſs Queen of all the Hungaries. 
« Madam, 5 


My zeal and reſpett for the illuſtrious houſe of 


fruſtria, the veneration with which your virtues have 
inſpired me; the candour you witneſſed in me when 
the king ſent me to make known his ſentiments to 
you, and to which you now appeal, all urge me to 
comply with your requeſt, though that compliance 
mult give me pain. Why did you not make 
choice of ſome other perſon for this diſagreeable 
office? | p Kr ft 

It is but too true that Antoinette, when {he en: 
tered on the territories of France, forgot totally thoſe 
leſſons of prudence which you had endeavoured to- 


impreſs on her mind; independent of her exceſſive 


talle for every ſpecies of luxury, her coquetry is un- 
bounded. It is reported that ſhe prefers her brother - 
in-law to her huſband; I ſincerely wiſh it may not 
be true, but I am compelled to be that ap- 
pearances are againſt her. 11 8 | 


„This is all the information I am able to give 


you. May your majeſly's wiſe exhortations bring 


her back to the path of duty! may my zeal conſpire 


to the promotion of fo glorious an end I remain, 
&c. &. « L. ED. ROBAN.” 


t is plain from this letter that the cardinal did not 


ſpare me, and if he meant, by this line of conduct to 
gain my affection, he was groſsly deceived ; for the 
moment I was acquainted with his duplicity, I vowed 
an eternal hatred againſt him. It was this hatred 


; which induced me, in the ſequel, to place him on the 
liſt of my favourites; but he was then far from ſuſ- 

_ petting that I was only preſenting him with poiſon 
in a golden veſſel, and honouring him with my fa- 

vour only to accelerate his deſtruction. _ Sit 
I acknowledge I am at a loſs to decide what ſens 
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Rn: HISTORY OF | 
timent predominates in my breaſt, as I take up my 
pen to write what follows. Loud as the voice of in- 
dignation muſt inevitable be, the dread of it ſhall not 
induce me to diſguiſe or conceal a fingle fact. 

I began to tire of the careſſes of Artois; variety 


was neceſſary to render my pleaſures palatable, and I 
had long flattered myſelf with the proſpe& of enjoy- 


ing a new object. Ferſenne, colonel of the royal 
Swils, followed me every where; and, ſtruck 
with the beauty of his figure, I determined to grant 
bis requeſt. As he was one day walking in the 
vrangery, his eyes met mine, and an intelligent ſig- 
nal ſoon convinced him of the ſucceſs of his ſuit. 
On my return to the palace, I ſent a box, with the 
tollowing note incloled in it; 


E392 0c More to Zr phyre We is 

'« My dear Zephyr, for {ome time, I have ſcen 
\ You. traverſing the parterres of my empire, and at- 
tentively obſerving all the flowers under my domi- 


nion. It you have fixed your wiſhes on any one 


of them, your Flora will die of deſpair. Remember, 
I am their queen, and that J ſhould inflict the mot 

tigorous puniſhment on her who ſhould dare to de- 
prive me of that treaſure which I am anxious to poſ- 
Heſs. I ſhall go at nine o'clock to- night, to the Etta 


Trianon; if ce be pays any regard to the tender 


anxiety of Flora, he will not fail to meet her there, 
The governor-will introduce him.“ 


1 


Ferſenne immediately returned the following an- 
ſwer by the bearer. | ; 
- PIPE | „% Zephyr to Flora. 

« Zephyr regards all the flowers of your empire 


with perfect indifference; if he obſerves them atten- 


tively, it is only in hope of diſcovering their queen 
among them; when he ſees her, reſpe& keeps him 
filent, and his eyes are the only interpreters of his 
heart, Condułied by love and gratitude, he will fly 
Fer . ; to 


c 
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to Trianon, at nine this evening; too happy if he 


ardour of his paſſion can chaſe every ſentiment of un- 


eaſineſs from the boſom of Flora, and convince her 


of his ſincerity.” „„ 
That I loſt no time in the attainment. of my 
wiſhes, this note, with its anſwer, will be ſufficient 


to ſhow ; and that the requeſt was no ſooner made, 


than the favour was granted. % : | 
Ferſenne, punctual to his appointment, was in- 
troduced by Bazin (the governor of Trianon, and 


confidant of my ſecret pleaſures), who was in wait- 


ing for that purpoſe. It is needleſs to deſcribe the 


1 of our interview; the ardour with which 
celebrated the myſteries of love, is no ſecret. I. 
ſhall content myſelf with obſerving that, contented 
and happy with each other, we paſſed two hours to- 
gether, and experienced all the effects of the moſt 
ardent and animated paſſion. We met repeatedly. 


after at the ſame place; and this connection laſted 
till I became cloyed with my lover, and began to 


think of a freſh admirer. | 
I have before obſerved, that I was very incon- 


ſtant in my attachments. A great ſhare of addreſs, . 
of ability, and of fingularity, was requiſite to fix me; 
if I met with none of theſe qualities in thoſe 
whom I honoured with my careſſes, diſguſt ſoon ſuc- 

_ ceeded, and I quickly left them to ſeek tor lovers bet- 


ter qualified. . 


In the long liſt which I could produce of my 
lovers, male and female, it will appear that I was no 


ſooner diſguſted with female commerce, than I had 
recourſe to the oppoſite ſex. There was ſcarce a fe- 
male-about the court, who had a ſimilarity. of taſte 


for her own ſex, that I had not enjoyed. The inſi- 


pid Doſſun however ſoon. tired me; beſides, I had 
no confidence in her. I knew that ſhe concealed a 
Jealous and a miſchievous mind beneath an appear- 
ance of meekneſs; in ſhort, ſhe was a dangerous 


companion; and 1 had more than once f eee en 
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diſagreeable effects from her indiſcretion. N y next 1 


concern was to find a ſucceſſor to the colonel. 
My connection with the Dutcheſs of Polignac, I 
could eaſily have renewed; but my paſſion for her 
was abated-: beſides, on my firſt intercourſe wrth her, 
where 1 expected to diſcover hidden beauties, I 
found nothing but deformity ; and ſhe would not 
have been admitted a ſecond time to my arms, but 
for particular circumſtances, which rendered her 
neceſſary to me. : 


T1 was induced to ſoothe her by another confide. 


ration; ſhe had acquired an abſolute aſcendancy over 
me,.being acquainted with my moſt ſecret concerns, 
and had in her poſſeſhon numberleſs notes and letters 
of mine; aſſignations, addreſſed as well to the Count 
of Artois as to other men of rank, and which 1 


had imprudently entruſted to faithleſs hands; be- 


ſides ſeveral memorandums, the margins of which 
were filled with proofs of my unheard-of exac- 
tions, of ſums received for places, and of other 
proceedings of a {imilar complexion. 0 | 

In this Nate of uncertainty, I was at a loſs how 
to act, when the Counteſs de Valois de la Motte 
was introduced to me by Miſeri, firſt lady of my 
chamber. This perſon-—who afterwards fell the 
victim of my rage againſt the cardinal—came to 
ſolicit reſtitution of the eſtate of Fontete, which 
formerly had been in the poſſeſhon of her anceſ- 
tors. | | | 
1 have before obſerved, that when a perſon 
fuck my fancy, his (or ker) ſituation in life was 
never a conſideration with me. The counteſs thus 
made a complete conqueſt of my heart the firſt time 
ſhe threw herſelf at my feet, * This is very fortu- 
nate,” ſaid I to myſelf; my end is anſwered; ſhe 
Mall ſucceed Ferſfenne.” 4 
ITzaough I pretended to grant her requeſt, yet, as I 
deſigned her for my own private pleaſures, I wiſhed 
her not to be indebted for her ſucceſs to any but 


herſelf; 
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herſelf ; I therefore neglected exerting my influence 
over Calonne, to procure an augmentation of her 


penſion, which was not above ſeventy pounds per 


annum, in hopes that the mediocrity of her circum- 
ſtanees would favour my views, and conduct her 
from my preſence- chamber to my bed. . 
Thus I was tempted to ſnatch this prey from the 
fangs of the luxurious comptroller, who wel free 


with the royal treaſure, and uſed it for the vileſt of 


dee To his proceedings I was no ftranger; 


at as he did not prevent my purſuing the fame 


method, prudence kept me ſilent. | 

The cardinal, not having renounced his libidinous 
projects, circumſpettly regarded all my motions, and 
even my looks. He, therefore, ſoon perceived the 
impreſſion which the counteſs had made upon me; 
— finding means to attach her to his intereſt, 
he gave her every neceſſary inſtruction, and pre- 
vailed on her to promiſe unlimited ſubmiſſion to my 
deſires. e 2 

Our ſecond interview took place between eleven 
and twelve o'clock at night, at Trianon. She was 
introduced to me by that ſame Dorvat whom I have 
mentioned before, who, from being a principal actreſs 
in theſe libidinous ſcenes, was now contented with 
the office of agent. i | x2 | 

The raptures T enjoyed this bliſsfu] night, were 
ſuch as I had hitherto been a ſtranger to, even though 


I had tried all the charms of variety in this my pre- 


dominant taſte for Femnne enjoyment. 
I I diſmifled her with aſſurances of protection, and 


| preſent of four hundred pounds, fupplied me by 


Calonne. I rewarded her like a queen, while the 
.comptroller us his miſtreſs (Le Brun) like a king, 
and by the ſame means too. „ 
The cardinal having gained information of the 
Particulars of this interview, began to employ all his 
engines; he even preſumed to write to me. I re- 


fuled, for ſome time, to attend to his juſtification; 


but 
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but the ſecret advice I received from my. brother, 


who had long wiſhed to ſee him at the head of affairs, 
induced me at length to ſubmit to a reconciliation. 
The Memoirs of the counteſs, publiſhed at Lon- 
don in 1789, which are ſtrictly true, will acquaint 


the reader more fully with the farce which I cauſed 


to be played between the Cardinal and Oliva, a com- 
mon proſtitute. Thus did I aſſociate with the vileſt 
of beings whenever I could render them ſublervient 
to my ends. 7 | 


I forgave the cardinal, but far from ſincerel n 


indeed it was only with a view to draw him, with 


the greater certainty, into thoſe ſnares I was gradu- 


ally preparing for him, ſo that my correſpondence 


| with him became a riddle, which few had. the ability 


to ſolve. EE 
More completely to gain-this end, I humoured him 


in every thing, and permitted him to act the Paſtor 


Fido about my perſon. My deſign was to convert 


bim into a mere machine; to draw him into as many 


blunders as I could; to undeceive my brother, and 


engage him to withdraw his confidence from ſo un- 


deſerving an object; and finally, to crown my ven- 
geance by his deſtruction. "I 


I To enſure ſucceſs to this enterprize was the con- 


mediately proceeded to the /aft extremity, without 


ſtant object of my thoughts; and I often, when 


ſitting with the cardinal, appeared loſt in thought, 


and took no notice of his inſinuating proteſtations. 
The artful prelate, however, one day, taking ad- 
vantage of my lethargy, and interpreting ſilence as a 
mark of conſent, ſeized me in his arms, bore me to 
a couch, and finding my reverie ſtill continue, im- 


the (eat interruption. 


I had now enjoyed men of almoſt all profeſſions ; 
the church, the army, and the court, had alternately 
ſupplied me with lovers. Indeed, ſuch was the 


, warmth of my conſtitution, that had I found a pea- 


ſant worthy of my notice, the diſtance between our 
ſituations 


MARIE ANTOINETTE. _ 69 
ſituations would have proved no obſtacle to the 


gratification of my deſires. 1 5 

The Polignacs' became enraged; they no longer 
enjoyed my confidence; my attachment to them dai] 
decreaſed; I even treated them with affected diſdain, 
and appearing to renounce all thoughts of love; 
intereſt, alone took poſſeſſion of my mind; 
The indiſcretion of the Slave (the Cardinal aſſumed 
this appellation to expreſs his devotion to me) how- 
ever, who ſometimes aſſumed the tone of a maſter, 


alarmed me. Our connexion' was the topic of pub- 


lic converſation” with Lauſun, Luxembourg, and 


Artois.” Some indifcreet fallies of his too, in which 


he hinted at certain peculiarities in my hidden charms, 
had convinced 'thoſe who had ſhared my favours, 


of the reality of our intercourſe... 


At this. ime the adventure of the necklace occur- 


rel of that necklace which engaged the attention 


of diſtant countries, and the myſtery attendant on 
which has not been yet explained: the account 1 


am going to give will make me many enemies; but. 
I have promiiea to be candd, and I will not break 
my promiſe. 7; + FD © 


I had been long ſoliciting the King to preſent me 


with a pair of diamond bracelets, ſimilar to thoſe. 


winch were worn by the queen of a neighbouring 
iſland; but as granting my requeſt would have ſpoilt 
his ſyſtem of economy, he refuſed it. Calonne was 
at 'a loſs how to procure ſupplies, every pecuniary 
reſource was exhauſted; and intrigue was the only 
method which remained for procuring thts trinket, 
on which I had ſet my mind. * 

1 had frequently mentioned my wiſh, and the 
penury of my huſband, to the counteſs; ſhe reported 
what I faid to the cardinal, who, notwithſtanding 


the deranged ſtate of his affairs, and the lowneſs of 


his credit, undertook to negociate the buſinels, by 
which I alone was to be the gainer, having always 
+ | © : taken 
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70 eros or . 
taken the precaution of employing my emiſſaries, 
without appearing myſelf. : 

By the ſequel of this affair, was I almoſt imper- 
ceptibly led to the completion of that vengeance 
which I had ſo long meditated againſt the Cardinal ; 
though it was not fo perfect as I wiſhed, © 
At laſt the necklace was brought me, by my fecret 
agent, L'Efclaux ; and the moment 1 got poſſeſſion 
of it, I vowed it ſhould ſerve as an inſtrument of 
revenge ; it. was not my intention that the counteſs 
ſhould be included in this determination ; circum- 
ſtances alone influenced the. event, which will no 
longer appear myſterious after a peruſal of this hiſ- 
That I might be enabled to adopt the diamonds to 
the purpoſe for which they were deſtined, it was 
neceſſary the necklace ſhould be unjet. This being 
accompliſhed, I diſtributed ſome to my favourites, 
and, as they were valuable, they entertained a high 
opinion of my generoſity. It was by the acceptance 
of theſe preſents that the . unhappy countels was 


brought to the pon vr mramy, and [uttered branding 

by the hand of the executioner. | 

A policy, the moſt profound, was requiſite to ex- 
tricate me from this dilemma, all the infamy of which 
muſt infallibly have fallen upon me, had 1 been diſ- 
covered. I had recourſe to my uſual maxims— 
innocence was ſacrificed to the prefervation of a 
ſmall portion of expiring reputation and I exerted 
my utmoſt ability to cover this atrocious +535 
with the impenetrable veil of ſecrecy. The ſlighte 
communication with any one on this topic, muſt have 
proved highly prejudicial; on which account I kept 
entirely an. the reſerve; and, in ſpite of the hypo- 
e ee preterided zeal, his air of aſſurance, 


and his inſidious interrogatories, I firmly denied that 
the trinket had ever been in my poſleſſion, affirming, 
that I was equally unacquainted with that, and 190A 

Eons 5 


as? 
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the eounteſs—whoſe ruin I thus promoted by my 
duplicity. | „„ 

By this means did J rid myſelf of an affair, the 
whole infamy of which I ought to have incurred; 
and the name of my Maje/ty was ſeldom mentioned, 
but as a ſubject of treſh accuſation againſt thoſe who 
had dared to call in queſtion its purity. I was ftill, 
however, uneaſy; I had been accuſed by ſeveral 
witneſſes; and the ſubtle Vergennes, judging the part 
it was moſt likely 1 had acted in this abominable 
manceuvre, gueſſed with ſufficient preciſion to juſtif 
his reſentment, and to enable him to adduce indirect 
proofs-againſt m.. N 

Sentence was pronounced; equity was violated; 
innocence oppreſſed; and the cardinal eſcaped my 
vangeance; while I remained in ſecurity, and in 
peaceable poſſeſſion of a great number of beautiful 
brilliants, taken from the necklace, and of which it 
was my intention to compoſe a pair of bracelets, 
equally elegant with thoſe of my royal neighbour. 

I now thought it neceſſary to renew my connec- 
tion with the Ducheſs of Polignac; the indiſcreet 
communication of the cardinal had alarmed me, left 
all my paſt miſconduct ſhould be known, I there- 
fore broke off all intercourſe' with my imprudent 
lovers; but ſtill my deſires needed gratification, 
which the ducheſs was able to afford. I accordingly 
attached myſelf ro her, reſolving to profit by any 
ons opportunity that might afterwards preſent 
iter. WW _ 

By our reconciliation, ample food was furniſhed 
for ſcandal, and I was repreſented by the whole court 
as having the moſt uncontroulable paſhon for my 
own ſex; to gratify my deſires, and to follow my 
inclinations, was a privilege which no conſideration 
of public opinion could induce me to forego. 

My brother ſtill cheriſhed the idea of fomenting 
- diviſions in the kingdom, and communicated to 105 
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kis projects, which I ſeconded, though I was unable 


to carry them into execution. All my actions were 


obſerved with an eye of diſtruſt ; and notwithſtand- 
ing the intrigues of thoſe who were: blindly devoted 


to me, I ſaw little reaſon to hope that his ſchemes 


would be crowned with ſucceſs. - 


Polignac then became my favourite, and the par- 


ticipator of my pleaſures: profiting by the time 
which my huſband left us at liberty to enjoy, we 
puniſhed his indolence by the moſt laſcivious. in- 
tercourſe, which we did not even ſtrive to conceal. 
Artois was admitted ſometimes to our orgies, but him 
I dreaded, for he partook of theſe myſterzes in ſo ear- 
- neſt a manner, that, but for a precaution, in which 
Polignac had inſtructed me, the royal family muſt 
have been conſiderably augmented, * - 
The hopes which the people entertained of a re- 
formation in the e AER of affairs, made them 
quietly return to their occupations ; but the freſh 


- 


materials which I furniſhed, gave birth to numerous 


. fatirical publications, ſome of which were boldly ad- 
dreſſed to myſelf. This ſerved only to augment my 


rage againſt the nation, and to prepare me for tlie 


execution of any project that might accelerate its 
downfal. | | 1 4 


The means of affecting this were not difficult to 


find; the miniſtry had been long laying the train, 
and nothing but opportunity was wanting to fire it. 


My buſband, in the mean time, being perfectly ſatis- 
fied with the aſſurances of reformation which were. 


daily made him, remained in a ſtate of tranquillity ; 
this criſis enabled me to acquire a preater knowledge 
of the character of the nation, than I had hitherto 
been able to;procure.._ {© 1426 nt 
The princes of the blood of the houſe-of Bourbon, 
had frequently exhibited proofs of a patriotic diſpo- 


ſition, and a love of the people; but I conſidered 


them ſo variable, as to be turned by the flighteſt 
| : breath 
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breath of air. To me nothing was ſo eaſy as to 
govern them, and make them ſubſervient to my own 
purpoles., „ | 3 5 
During this time I ſuffered much from the fiery, 
impetuous, and jealous diſpoſition of the Ducheſs of 
Polignac, which I frequently found intolerable, I 
was now divided between the deſire of gratifying my 
ſecret inclinations, by finding out ſome method of 
furniſhing my brother with the immenſe. ſums of. 
which he ſtood in the utmoſt need, and that of gain- 
ing over the princes. of the blood, and ſome others, 
by flattering their ambition. „„ 
My dear Artois, exempt from jealouſy, continued 
to pay me the greateſt attention ; having ſtudied his 
heart, and learned his ſecrets; it was in vain for him 
to diſſemble; I knew that my huſband was equally 
an object of deteſtation to him as to me, and it was a 
political ſtroke on my part to make him an aſſociate 
in all my plans. FT. Re En. 
I foreſaw already the execution of our projects, 
and the bare thought of it always raiſed a ſmile of 
ſatisfaftion on my countenance. AQuated by poli- 
tical motives, I humoured the turbulent ducheſs, 
whoſe intimacy with thoſe whom I wanted to aſſiſt 
me, 2 out the danger I ſhould incur by offend- 
ing her. | | 
h 3 alſo; aſſiſted me in the formation of that 
league, the pernicious effects of which have been 
recently felt. To him 1 aſcribed the ſucceſs, while 
I cautiouſly concealed my intention of making him 
- a tool to my brother. Our confederacy was ſpeedily 
ſettled; but unforeſeen occurrences compelled us to 
diefer the execution of our plan. 8 1 2 
Our Rey were not yet ſo animated as they 


have been ſince. At this time we were reaſoning on 

the means of putting our plan in execution; but the 

parliament, by a refiftance we little expected, ren- 

dered the beginning of our undertaking abortive. 
Louis bal 


one of the moſt abſurd edifts, 
. and 


—— 
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and we had reaſon to hope the circumſlance of 
regiſtering it would render him odious to the nation. 
The conduct of the parliament, however, diſappoint- 
ed our * This political body foreſeeing, 
already, the public indignation—abſolutely refuſed 
to regiſter the ediQ, and imagined, that by this act 
of falſe courage, they might induce the people to 
forget the meanneſs of their former proceedings. 
Aſtoniſhed at this inftance of firmneſs, we at firſt 
believed it feigned, and engaged the lion to exert his 
ſtrength; this produced a mutiny in the capital; the 
courts of juſtice were inveſted, and we were alarmed 
by their tranſports of rage. | 
Louis, ſhut up in his palace, acted only according 
to inftruttion, and left the care of regiſtering the 
edift to Artois, who began now to exhibit ge 
fymptcms of a ferocious mind. He aſcended the 
Maie-caſe leading to the hall, in which the parliament 
were aſſembled, ſwearing like a madman, his eyes 
 Fparkling-with deſtruction, and his mouth foaming 
with rage ; but his apprehenſions ſoon damped his 
courage, and this boaſted hero returned with the 
utmoſt ſpeed, deeming himſelf fortunate in eſcaping 
_ with his life, and being able to regain his carriage, 
unaccompanied by his guards, who had forſaken bim 
on the firſt alarm. | 
On his return to Verſailles, he told Louis that, in 
future, he muſt take it upon himſelt to ſee his will 
enforced; but Monſieur, who was now a favourite 
of the people, utidertook to prevent the commotion 
which we now began to apprehend. .. He was re- 


ceived accordingly with applauſe by the Parifians, WW 


who always regard a handſome face as a ſign of an 
Honeſt heart. h | 7 | 
This was the firſt ſignal of alarm, and the ꝓreſage 
of future diſturbances, Since that time the people 
have revolted, burnt the guard-houſe, and, at the riſk 
of being fired upon, conſtrained thoſe whom they 
* Suſpetted to bow down before the ſtatute of an adored 
„ 0 monarch, 


3 


A wo © WYY \F We wa”. . RE. þ NB 2g 0 108 


* wm (OY mow wy 


w ST 


d OO 


I, 


MARIE ANTOINETTE. 756 
monarch, the ſight of which drew tears from their 


eyes, and led then to form an afflitting compariſon 


between his reign and the preſent. 


Though Monſieur ſucceeded in promoting a tem- 


porary calm, his conduct was marked by puſillani- 


mity, and finally tended to augment rather than di- 


miniſh the derangement of the national affairs. 
Our hopes were greatly flattered by the atts of 

tyranny which were now daily exerciſed; but, not- 

withſtanding the fatisfaction which the gave us, we 


perceived the danger of expoſure, and neceſſity of 
eircumſpection. This induced us to ſtop our pro- 


ceedings for a time, fully refolving, however, to 


ſeize the firſt opportunity of renewing them. The 


ferment was ſtrong and violent, and precipitation 


might lead to the ſubverſion of that ſtructure we 


had been ſo anxious in raifing. I profited, there- 


cies of amuſement. | 
At.the court of France it is the faſhion for every 


lady to have her puppet. I accordingly choſe the 


elegant Marquis af Bievre (who underſtands the art 


of talking pleaſing obſcenity, and compoſing. epi- 
you Ant calembourgs bride than any man in the 
i 


ngdom) for my at/endant money. Wit is a ſplen- 
did endowment, and preferable to depth of under- 


ſtanding, or brillianey of genius; when I had adopted 

this frivolous marquis as the preſident of my office, 

the members of my party daily encreaſed; plain proſe 
and common ſenile were expelled; and-edias, let- 
ers patent, royal declarations, ſentences of the privy 
council, and even majeſty itſelf, were conſidered as 
1 5 ſubjects for a calembourg. | 
his literary myrmidon was praiſed to the ſkies,. 


and by dint of attention I ſoon conducted him whither 
I had condutied ſo many others—to my voluptuous 
retreat at Trianon, where, preſſing him to my heav- 


ing boſom, I convinced him that reſpe& for a ſove- 
- reign, and conjugal fidelity, were mere calembourgs ! 
\* 2 1 have 


fore, by the preſent interval, to enjoy another ſpe- | 
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I have. obſerved before, that Calonne was no 
longer able to ſupply me with money; in vain I 
complained ; every reſource was exhauſted, and his 
ability was gone, though his will was good. The 
immenſe deficiencies we had occaſioned, gave rife ta, 
the moſt violent murmurs. I joined the cry of hy 
patriots, and pretended to be equally alarmed ; but 
apprehending that an inveſtigation N the miniſter's 
proceedings might lead to an expoſure of my own, I 
ſecretly informed him of the danger he would incur 
by remaining in office; in conſequence -of which, 
__ after various attempts to juſtify his conduct, he judg- 
ed it prudent to decamp, and retired: to the capital 
of a neighbouring ifland, where I ſtill maintained a 
correſpondence with him. ne L3 
My embarraſiments now daily encreaſed, as well 
as my prodigality and diſſipation, which I had not 
the ſmalleſt inchnation to diminiſh. I looked for- 


ward to the time when I ſhould become abſolute. 


miſtreſs of the national. wealth; ſtill every thing 
ſeemed to run counter to my withes; and J was, 
moreover, harraſſed by my brother, who, by his 
treaſures being totally exhauſted, was reduced to the 
laſt reſource of a bad monarch—the neceſlity of 
plundering his ſubjefts.* 

Louis, whoſe confidence in his miniſters was 
boundleſs, entirely relied on them for the manage- 


ment of affairs the moſt eſſential to the welfare of the 


Nate, and ſigned, without reading, whatever we cauſed 
to be preſented to him, as thoſe miniſters were en- 


tirely devoted to our party. Indeed, he would ſom: gh 
times enquire whether his people were happy, tha 


anſwer to which may eaſily be conjettured. Not 
one of their well-founded complaints was ever fſut- 
fered to reach his ears, and the falſe affirmations of 
our creatures confirmed his tranquillity. Shut up in 
his cloſet for hours together, he trifled away his time, 
or elſe ſlept in that ſecurity into which we had con- 
trived to plunge him, and in which we were 87 5 
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MARIE ANTOINETTE. * 5 77 
he ſhould remain. On the article. of money alone, 


he was intractable. His extreme economy had de- 
generated into avarice, and his favourite maxim was, 


that every man in the. kingdom, even iim, ſhould 
be contented with the mere neceffaries of life. Had 


we conformed to this whimſical idea, we ſhould have' 


formed a ſnug family party, and have ſat down to the 
ſame table hke downright cits. Such an arrange- 
ment, it muſt be confeſſed, would have had ſomething 
peculiarly amuſing in it. | | 
Neceffity, however, compelled us to comply, in 
a great meaſure, with the wiſhes of my hufband. 
e maddened with rage, to think that in France 


richer individuals exiſted than ourſelves; men Who 


by an extraordinary coincidence of fortunate cir- 
cumſtances had amaſſed millions. To ſome of theſe 


opulent leeches we occafionally had recourſe, ant 
borrowed of them at exorbitant intereſt. This con- 


duct, which poſterity will ſcarcely credit, laſted feve- 
ral years: we dived into the pockets of theſe mifers,. 


and, in exchange for the vaſt ſums we drew from 


thence; we gave them flattering glances, and engag- 


ing ſmiles. Theſe payments, which are eaſy made 


by people indifferent about their character, were re- 
ferved for thoſe who meanly begged: our . 


and favour! As to that claſs of brutes which are to be 
fatisfied only by the idea of doubling the principal, 
we fed them with hopes. Thus to puniſh: avarice is. 
doubtleſs meritorious. | . 
Truth is not ſo deep a lodger at the bottom of the 
> well, but it will ſometime: rife to the furface, and 
preſent itſelf to public inſpection; the torrent of our 


iniquities encreaſed as it proceeded, and at length all 


reſources were totally exhauſted.. A counſel was 
then held, for money maſt be had, and if it could 
not be procured in France, we would have ſought it 


* 


even in the bowels of the earth. 


My dear Artois, ever fertile in expedients, ſug- 
geſted an idea which. had never occurred to ine, and 


H 3 which 


J 
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which proved very advantageous to us. This was, to 


make #79 uſe of the aſcendancy I had acquired 


over my huſband, which was extenſive, where 2ntere/? 
was out of the queſtion. As a deſire to indulge my 
paſſions had kept me ſome time diſtant from him, 
the king had contracted, either from inclination or 
chagrin, a habit of deviating from his ſettled plan of 
ceconomy, in favour of good living. Wine in par- 
ticular began to have its attractions, and every one 
muſt allow, that when this paſſion has once become 


habitual, it encreaſes daily, till the victim is totally 


ſubdued. ä 


Since the king occaſionally ſacrificed to Bacchus, 
at thoſe times he was always amorous. During 


theſe love · fits I could have prevailed on him to ſign 
even the abdication of his kingdom; and as he was 


inviolably faithful to his engagement, whenever he 

was ſatisfied the ſignature was really his, we reſolved 

to employ this method to gain our ends. 
It was hardly poſſible I could ſucceed in my pro- 


JeR, without frequently being with him, and flatter- 
ing his favourite propenſity. Nothing could pleaſe 


him more; I [therefore paid conſtant attention to 
him, encouraged: him. in drinking, and even partook 
of his potations. I took care, however, that his uſual 


portion ſhould be doubled, and when I ſaw him 


wound up to the proper pitch, I uſed every artifice, 


and taking the Pen ge his hand, and the name 


„Louis,“ which traced on the Paper at my requeſt, 
put me in poſſeſſion of immenſe ſums, which I 


an, | 


Brienne (Calonne's ſucceſſor) ceaſed now to be 
reſractory, and began to be convinced that he would 
be prevented from monopolizing the fruits of his of- 
fice, The drafts I ſent him, though they ſatisfied 
his conſcience, made him tremble, yet, as they had 


the king's ſignature, that was a full juſtification in all 


events. | 
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It appeared aſtoniſhing to my huſband, that I 


ſhould redouble my attention at” the moment he. 


leaſt expected it; my tender concern for his precious 
perſon' gave him offence, and my conſtant attempts 
to make him wnte, whenever I could, contributed 


not a lutle to make him ſuſpeR that my careſſes were 


for intereſted motives. . He was reſolved to ſatisfy 
himſelf, and I was caught in the only ſnare he ever 
laid, I believe, during his whole life. After this diſ- 


covery no more drafts could be procured, and, Bri- 
enne, quitting. the treaſury, we were reduced once 


more to extremities. _ Ds, ” | 
Me now thought it time to forward the execution 


of our grand enterprize, which had failed through the 
PER reſiſlance of the parliament. Artois de- 
a 


voted all his time in rallying the diſcontented. When 
I informed him that all hopes of obtaining from his 


majeſty ſufficient to ſatisfy our wants, as we mo- 
deſtly termed them, were at an end, he yielded to 


my advice, and directly ſet himſelf at work to lay the 
foundation of anew government. 5 

The Ducheſs of Polignac, who alternately for- 
feited and regained my confidence, enjoyed, at this 


time, a great portion of my eſteem; and knowin 


how uſeful ſhe would be in promoting our ſchemes, 
I loaded her with favours. 3 8 

We employed her to gain over the princes to our 
party, and this laſcivious woman ſpared no pains to 
attach them to us. To proſtitute her perſon was of 


little conſequence to her; as ſhe had long been in 
1 the habit, and the ardour which ſhe ſhewed in our 
"Pp * cauſe, compels me to reveal a ſecret that redounds 
much to her credit that whoever was once ac- 
quainted with her /ecret charms, could never refuſe 


her any thing. I ſpeak from experience, _ 
Our comnuttees were attended not only by princes 


of the blood, but allo the firſt nobles of France, and 
many of the clergy, through her aſſiduity, ſo that our 
party became numerous and reſpectable. A ſecret 


conference 


2 
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8 was then held, and our plan regularly 
While the nation, at this moment plunged into a 

e ſilently lamented its loſſes, and devoured 

its griefs, without daring to complain, I continued to 

repoſe myſelf on the boſom of pleaſure. My palace 
at Saint Cloud I had not viſited for ſome time, 
nor celebrated the Cytherean rites in its voluptuous 
and expenſive receſſes. I now reſolved to repair 
thither, and to ſummon my aſſociates to a meet- 

1 | „ 
13 to this meeting, I ſummoned Ar- 

tois, my partner in 1 8 and pleafure, to this en- 
ehanted abode; and there renewed, with this Her- 

culean lover, all thoſe raptures which had ſo often 
made me almoſt expire with delight. I admitted 
fometimes the Ducheſs of Polignac to theſe luxuri- 

ous parties; ſhe then became an actreſs in every li- 

centious ſcene; we three almoſt tired our invention 

in forming the moſt libidinous contrivances to add 
variety to our enjoyments. When enervated and 
exhauſted by excefs of amorous pleaſures, we re- 
turned to our plot, and thus divided our time be- 

_ tween politics and pleafure. | | 

| Fhe cabal (as we called our confederacy)encreaſed: 

daily, and the moment- of execution. was near at 

hand; the only circumſtance! which retarded it was 
the implicit confidencerepoſed in his miniſter Neckar, 
by the king, whom, therefore, we were determined 10 
remove. VC | 
To me the worthy Archbiſhop of Paris appeared: 

a proper inſtrument for enforcing a meaſure ſo highly 

detrimental to the national intereſt, for which reaſon 

we deemed it prudent to encourage his hopes, and to 


flatter his ambition; and when we had wound him 


up to the wiſhed-for pitch, I undertook to commu- 
nicate our deſigns to him. | 5 
« What!” ſaid I, “ is it not a ſhameful thing that 
we ſhould ſuffer a man to remain at the head py af. 
9s + alrs, 
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fairs, who contrives to impede every operation of 


government. Aſſiſt us with your good offices; your 


profeſſion ſupplies you with arms; you have only to 
wake a proper uſe of them. Rid us of this monſter, 
who exerts a deſpotie ſway, and would fain deſtroy 
us; you are the only perſon to attempt it, by exerting 
that aſcendaney which the king's weakneſs of mind has 
given you-over him. This you know 1s truth ; em- 
ploy, therefore, in our ſervice, that impoſing air of 
gravity by which you are diſtinguiſhed, and in return 
rely on our protection and favour.” | 
The prelate obeyed, and haſtening to the king, re- 
preſented to him the ill confequence of having an 
heretic in his ſervice. The king's conſcience took 


the alarm, his fears were rouzed, and the artful 


primate, aware of the ſituation of his mind, im- 
proved the advantage, and at length ſucceeded ſo far 
as to procure an order for the miniſter's diſmiſſion; 


who was ordered to quit France in twenty-four 


hours. 8 


4 


Our next care was to remove all the other mem- 


bers of adminiſtration who were hoſtile to our views. 


For this purpoſe we had recourſe to the loweſt in- 


trigues, and ſoon had the ſatis faction to ſee the mo- 


narch ſurrounded by atheiſts, cheats, and traitors. 
The infamous Breteuil again entered into office, 
in conjunction with the worthleſs Marſhal Broglio, 
who was appointed commander in chief of our 
troops; Barentin was alſo the colleague of theſe mi- 
niſters thus every thing ſucceeded to our wiſhes. . 


I had the leſs reaſon to dread a diſappointment, - 
as the king was leſs attentive to public affairs than 


ever. Foulon had affured him, that during his ad- 
miniſtration, the people muſ} be happy; and Ber- 


thier, his ſon- in- law, anſwered for the tranquillity of 


the Pariſians in particular, and for the felicity of the 
nation in general. 1 | 
Every thing being prepared, Polignac and myſelf 
already enjoyed? by anticipation, the fruits of our la- 
| 8 bours; 


* 
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bours; and my dear count, beheld, with delight, the 


honours that were prepared for him : the emperor 
too, {ighed for the arrival of the happy moment 
which he had ſo long and fo earneſtly deſired. The 
Prince of Lambeſc, with difficulty could reſtrain the 
ardor of the troops, who waited with impatience the 
ſignal for deſtruttion. - | e 

At length the moment arrived, when thoſe impu- 
dent cenſors of my private tranſactions were to meet 


the puniſhment we had meditated. The night, pre- 


ceding the intended execution ohe plot, I enjoyed: 
all the charms of hope, and was taſting* all its de- 
lights in the arms of Artois and N when the 
imprudence of Lambeſc impeded 


the progreſs of 


the plan. That prince, equally cruel though leſs. 


politic than us, ſtruck the firft blow, and by that 


means prevented our ſucceſs. On his account I am 


condemned to eternal ſhame and ignominy, unleſs. 


my happier ſtars ſhould once again prevail, and ref. 


cue me from deſtruction. 


On the ſigval of alarm, we were aſtoniſhed to find 
the Pariſians had fled to arms, repulſed the troops, 


_ demoliſhed the Baſtile, and maſſacred its governor. 


Thus, in one fatal morn, were the hopes of years 
demoliſhed. Artois was forced to fly; at partin 

he embraced me weeping, and I charged him wit 

my beſt wiſhes for my brother. Thus, in one fad 
hour, I loſt all lovers, favourites,—in ſhort all that 
was dear to me on earth. The king was compelled . 
to repair to the capital ; where he was received with. 
every demonſtration of reſpect for his own ſacred 
perſon, and with every mark of execration- againſt | 


be partner of his bed and throne. 


The Counteſs of Artois reproached me with the 
ruin of her huſband; I wept, indeed; but it was for 
rage and: diſappointment. Neckar was recalled ; but 
I grieved not at his return—no; being in my power, 
I thought I ſhould ſoon, be able more effettually to 
'diſmiſs him. I now played the bypocrite with fuc- 


cels,. 
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ceſs, and exerted every art of duplicity; I wrote to 


the ſimple Pariſians, and endeavoured to palliate my 


_condutt, by aſcribing it to evil advice and youthful 


imprudence. 5 ; 3 
In return for theſe mortifications, I found means 

to inſult the people, by making them ſpectators of 

the ſumptuous decorations of that aſylum (the palace 


of Saint Cloud, in which their ruin had often been 


meditated) by permitting them to range over thoſe 
elegant apartments, embelliſhed by the hands of li- 
bertiniſm and luxury ; by ſuffering them to contem- 
plate thoſe voluptuous beds in which the Count of 


Artois had exerted his abilities in begetting heirs. 


for the nation. 


The Pariſians flocked thither in crowds; and on 


viewing the . furniture, the fruits of my 
rapaciouſneſs, 


and the tears flowed from their eyes. 
I wait, in patient tranquillity, to ſee what will be 


y were ſtruck dumb with grief, 


the iſſue of all this; if I am not deceived, it may 


ſtill prove favourable to my withes ; the only means 
of promoting the national 2 are expelled the na- 
tion. The ſtates, which have been convened for 
the purpoſe of rectifying abuſes, may continue to fit, 
and to publiſh, with affetted conſequence, the ſtu- 


pid accounts of their more ſtupid operations;—O ! 
ye inhabitants of France, ye are deſtined to be fed 


with words inſtead of bread—or if ye have bread, 


it will prove the bread of ſorrow! 


— 
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